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HWMR - THE RECOVERY OF THE CHURCH , Week 08 

The Status of the Church—the New Man
Scripture Reading: Eph. 2:15-16; 4:22-24; Col. 3:10-11 

Ephesians 2:15-16  Abolishing in His flesh the law of the commandments in ordinances, that He might create the two in Himself into one new man, so 
making peace, And might reconcile both in one Body to God through the cross, having slain the enmity by it. 

Ephesians 4:22-24 That you put off, as regards your former manner of life, the old man, which is being corrupted according to the lusts of the deceit, 
And that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind And put on the new man, which was created according to God in righteousness 
and holiness of the reality. 

Colossians 3:10-11 And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and 
in all. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I.  The church, the Body of Christ, is the one new man to accomplish God’s eternal purpose—Eph. 1:9, 11; 3:11; 2:15-16; 4:22-24; Rom. 8:28; 2 
Tim. 1:9: 

A.  God’s intention in His creation of man was to have a corporate man to express Him and to represent Him—Gen. 1:26.
B.  God’s creation of man in Genesis 1 is a picture of the new man in God’s new creation; this means that the old creation is a figure, a type, of the new 

creation—Eph. 2:15; 4:24; 2 Cor. 5:17.

C.  Eventually, the church as the one new man is the corporate man in God’s intention; the one new man fulfills the twofold purpose of expressing God 
and dealing with God’s enemy—Gen. 1:26.

II.  The one new man was created through Christ’s death on the cross—Eph. 2:15-16: 
A.  The one new man was created by Christ with two kinds of material—the redeemed created man and the divine element; on the cross Christ put 

these two materials together to produce a new man.
B.  In the creating of the new man, first our natural man was crucified by Christ, and then through the crossing out of the old man, Christ imparted the 

divine element into us, causing us to become a new entity—Rom. 6:6; 2 Cor. 5:17.
C.  Apart from being in Christ, we could not have been created into one new man, because in ourselves we do not have the divine essence, which is the 

element of the new man—Eph. 2:15: 
1.  Only in the divine essence and with the divine essence were we created into the one new man; it is possible to have this essence only in Christ.
2.  Christ Himself is the essence of the new man; hence, in Himself He created the two, the Jews and the Gentiles, into one new man.
3.  In the one new man Christ is all because He is the essence with which the new man was created; therefore, the one new man is Christ—Col. 

3:11.

The Status of the Church - the Body of Christ (review points week 07) 

THE FOUR ASPECTS OF THE RELATIONSHIP IN THE LIVING IN THE BODY OF CHRIST

Relationship with Christ Element Christ as the Head, life, content, principal object, center, and goal, we should take Christ 
as our principal object, our centre and our goal.

Relationship with the Spirit Essence

The Spirit as its essence, reality, secret, and effectiveness are related to the intrinsic 
nature and the outward condition of the Body of Christ. We should take the Spirit as its 
secret and its effectiveness, who is our inward essence and outward reality, also the 
secret and effectiveness of our practice of the Body life.

Relationship with the Death 
and Resurrection of Christ Organism

Every organism has its regulation, the death and resurrection of Christ as the regulation. 
If we would live the life of the Body of Christ, we need to be in resurrection by the Spirit 
and through the cross.

Relationship with Life and 
the Body

Life and 
Body

The principle of the living of the Body of Christ is nothing other than life and the Body. 
We should take the intrinsic life of God as the principle, not man’s outward conduct and 
morality. Our normal living should have the consciousness of the Body of Christ; we live 
corporately, not individualistically.

The combination of all these four aspects of relationship is the living in the Body Of Christ, the Christian life, and also the church life.
(A Thorough View of the Body of Christ, Chapter 3, Section 3)

2 Corinthians 5:17 “So then if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old things have passed away; behold, they have become new.
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III.  The church is the one new man, and in this new man Christ is all and in all; we have no place—vv. 10-11: 
A. God’s intention in His economy is that Christ be everything; therefore, it is crucial for us to see that God wants nothing but Christ and that in the 

eyes of God nothing counts except Christ—Matt. 17:5; Col. 1:18; 2:2, 17; 3:4, 10-11: 
1.  God’s intention is to make Christ His Son the center of His economy and also to make Him everything to the believers—1:18; 2:17.
2.  God’s economy is to work the all-inclusive Christ into us—Gal. 4:19; Eph. 3:17a; Col. 3:11.

B.  There is no natural person in the one new man, and there is no possibility, no room, for any natural person—vv. 10-11: 
1.  In the one new man there is only one person—the all-inclusive Christ—2:17; 3:4, 11.
2.  The one new man is just Christ—Christ spreading and Christ enlarged.

C.  The new man is uniquely one—one in Christ and one with Christ; we are one by Christ and through Christ—Eph. 2:15; Col. 3:11: 
1.  If we are not in Christ, we have no share, no part, in the new man; rather, we are through with the new man.
2.  If we are in Christ but do not live Christ, we have a problem related to the new man.

D.  The one new man comes into being as we are saturated, filled, and permeated with Christ and replaced by Him through an organic process—2 Cor. 
3:18: 
1.  The new man is Christ in all the saints permeating us and replacing us until all natural distinctions have been removed and everyone is 

constituted of Christ—Col. 3:11.
2.  The all-inclusive Christ must be wrought into us organically until He replaces our natural being with Himself—Eph. 3:17a; Gal. 4:19.

E.  In the one new man, Christ is all the members and is in all the members—Col. 3:11: 
1.  The Christ who dwells in us is the constituent of the one new man—1:27; 3:11.
2.  Because Christ is all the members of the new man, there is no room in the new man for any race, nationality, culture, or social status—vv. 10-11.
3.  In order for us to experience the reality of Christ being all the members of the new man, we need to take Christ as our life and person and live 

Him, not ourselves—Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:20-21a.
4.  It is very significant that Paul said both that Christ is all and that He is in all—Col. 3:11: 

a.  We should not think that because Christ is all the members of the one new man, we are nothing and are not needed.
b.  The fact that Christ is in all the members of the new man indicates that the members continue to exist—v. 11.

 
IV.  We need to see that all the local churches in the different countries are one new man—vv. 10-11; 4:15-16: 
A.  All the churches are not merely individual local churches but are the one new man—Eph. 2:15-16: 

1.  We cannot say that each local church is a new man; rather, all the local churches on earth are the one new man—4:24.
2.  The one new man is a matter not merely of individual localities and individual churches but of all the churches on earth corporately.

B.  Among the churches in the Lord’s recovery, there should be no “nations”—Matt. 16:18; 1 Thes. 1:1; Rom. 16:16b; 3 John 9-10:
1.  We do not care to have a little “nation,” an empire, in which we can be a king; rather, we care to be in the one new man—Matt. 20:25-26a. 
2. The building of the church depends on the existence of the one new man— 16:18; Eph. 2:21-22. 

C. Today is the day to have a new man constituted of all the local churches, including all the saints as one in Christ, who is all in all; this will be the 
ultimate church life—a universal new man living out Christ—Col. 3:10-11; Eph. 4:24; Phil. 1:20-21a. 

V. The goal of the Lord’s recovery is to bring forth the one new man—Eph. 2:15; 4:22-24; Col. 3:10-11: 
A.  What was divided and scattered in the old man is recovered in the new man; to put off the old man is to put off the divided and scattered man; to 

put on the new man is to put on the gathered and one new man—Gen. 11:5-9; Acts 2:5-12; Eph. 4:22, 24; Col. 3:10-11.
B.  What the Lord has been doing and is now doing in His recovery is bringing forth the one new man with Himself as the life and the person for God’s 

expression— Eph. 3:17-19; Col. 3:4, 10-11.
C.  The requirement that everyone be only one man is exceedingly high; for the practical existence of the one new man, we need to rise up together to 

take Christ as our person—Gal. 2:20; Eph. 2:15; 3:17a.
D.  The one new man will conclude this age, usher in the kingdom of God, and bring Christ, the King, back to this earth—Rev. 11:15.

Galatians 4:19 “My children, with whom I travail again in birth until Christ is formed in you,”

Phil. 1:20-21 “According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to shame, but with all boldness, as always, even now 
Christ will be magnified in my body, whether through life or through death. For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”

PUTTING OFF THE FORMER MANNER OF LIFE

Ephesians 4:22 says, “Put off concerning the former manner of life the old man.” The words “manner of life” imply a great deal. Before you were 
saved, you had a certain manner of life. Perhaps you worked five days a week and then in the evenings or on the weekends amused yourself with 
certain worldly entertainments. To some, the manner of life may be gambling. To others, it may be going to certain places or eating certain foods. 
These are all part of the manner of life. In every country of the world and among every people there is a characteristic manner of life. 

Many of the saints in the Lord's recovery still hold on to their old manner of life. Do not say that I am legal, conservative, or old-fashioned in telling 
you to put off your former manner of life. To have this attitude toward what I am saying here is a sign of being caught in the evil current of today's 
satanic system. We should not be swept along by the current of this age; instead, we should bury our former manner of life and even hold a funeral 
for it. To speak merely of putting off the old man is too doctrinal. The actual putting off of the old man is the putting off of the former manner of life, 
which always involves ordinances and our way of living. (Life-Study of Ephesians, Chapter 25, Section 1)
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Excerpts from the Ministry:  

THE NEW MAN  

The book of Ephesians reveals that the church is the Body of Christ (1:22-23), the kingdom of God, the household of God (2:19), and 
the temple, the dwelling place of God (2:21-22). In 2:15 and 4:24 we see that the church is the new man. Ephesians 2:15 says, “Having 
abolished in His flesh the law of the commandments in ordinances, that He might create the two in Himself into one new man, making 
peace.” Ephesians 4:24 says, “And have put on the new man, which according to God was created in righteousness and holiness of the 
truth.” Furthermore, Colossians 3:10 says, “And having put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge according to 
the image of Him who created him.” The Greek word for church, ekklesia, means those called out for a gathering; hence, an assembly. 
This is the initial aspect of the church. From this aspect we need to go on to the aspects of the house of God and the kingdom of God. 
These are higher than the initial aspect but not as high as the aspect of the church as the Body of Christ. Yet the new man is still higher 
than the Body of Christ. Thus, the church is not just an assembly of believers, a kingdom of heavenly citizens, a household of God’s 
children, nor even a Body for Christ. In an even higher aspect, the church is the new man to accomplish God’s eternal purpose. The 
emphasis on the church being the Body of Christ is on life, whereas the emphasis on the church being the new man is on the person. As 
the Body of Christ, the church needs Christ as its life. As the new man, the church needs Christ as its person. The body without life is 
not a body but a corpse. However, when the body makes a move, it is decided not by life but by the person. Hence, in the new man we 
need to take Christ as our person. The new man as a corporate person should live a life as Jesus lived on earth, that is, a life of truth, 
expressing God and causing God to be realized as reality by man.  

God’s creation of man in Genesis 1 is a picture of the new man in God’s new creation. This means that the old creation is a figure, a 
type, of the new creation. In God’s old creation the central character is man. It is the same in God’s new creation. Therefore, in both the 
old creation and the new creation man is the center.  

God created man in His own image (Gen. 1:26) and then gave man His dominion. Image is for expression. God wants man to be His 
expression. Dominion, however, is a matter not of expression but of representation. God wants man to represent Him in His authority 
for His dominion. In the old creation man was created to have God’s image to express Him and also to have His dominion to represent 
Him.  

The image refers to God’s positive intention, and dominion to God’s negative intention. God’s positive intention is that man would 
express Him, whereas God’s negative intention is that man would deal with God’s enemy, Satan, the Devil. In the universe God has a 
problem, the problem of dealing with His enemy. Since God’s enemy, the Devil, is a creature, God will not deal with him directly 
Himself; instead, He will deal with him by man, a creature of His creation. God deals with His enemy through man. Hence, in God’s 
creation of man there were two intentions. The positive intention is that man would bear God’s image for His expression; the negative 
intention is that man would have God’s dominion to represent Him to deal with His enemy.  

In the old creation the dominion given to man was limited to the earth. This means that in the old creation the dealing with God’s enemy 
was restricted to the earth. However, in God’s new creation the dominion has been enlarged to the entire universe.  

Verse 22 says, “Put off, as regards your former manner of life, the old man.” Our former manner of life includes everything related to us: what we 
are, what we have, our family life, and our social life. Our living and walk are related to our parents and children and to our siblings, classmates, 
colleagues, neighbors, and relatives. Every point and aspect of our living and walk are involved with human communities. Our living is a corporate 
living. The Bible says that we need to put off the old man, the former manner of life, that is, the old social life, and that we need to put on the new 
man, the church life. (The Meaning of Human Life and a Proper Consecration, Chapter 8, Section 4)

People need entertainment and enjoyment. Good entertainment is of benefit to man, but bad entertainment fosters evil. The entertainment industry is 
very developed today, and unbelievers flock to places of entertainment. However, only Christians have a proper place for entertainment and 
enjoyment—the church life. Our meetings are not a waste of time but a meaningful use of time. Our preaching of the gospel delivers people from an 
abnormal social life and into the normal church life. The only proper community is the church. The older saints who love the Lord and love the 
church need to bring their children into the church, and the young brothers and sisters, who are busy with their studies, should not forsake the church 
life. Every meeting is a source of great gain. (The Consummation of God's Salvation, Chapter 8, Section 1)

Ephesians 4:22 says, “Put off, as regards your former manner of life, the old man.” The former manner of life refers to our old way of living and 
contacting others…Our former manner of life refers to the kind of life we lived and includes our contact with others, our social activities. Hence, to 
put off the old man means to put off our old manner of living, that is, the living we had in the past in contacting and dealing with others. 

When we take Christ as our person, we can no longer live the way we lived in the past. Since we have put off our former manner of living, we can no 
longer seek worldly pleasures, such as social clubs. Our former manner of life, our old life, whether it was related to a social club, a society, or a 
certain community, has been put off. To put off the former manner of life is to put off the kind of living we had in the past. (The Meaning of Human Life 
and a Proper Consecration, Chapter 9, Section 2)
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Eventually, the church as the new man is the man in God’s intention. God wanted a man, and in the old creation He created a figure, a 
type, not the real man. The real man is the man Christ created on the cross through His all-inclusive death. This man is called the new 
man.  

The term “the new man” reminds us of the old man. The old man did not fulfill God’s dual purpose. However, the new man in God’s 
new creation does fulfill the twofold purpose of expressing God and dealing with God’s enemy.  

Created by Christ  

Ephesians 2:15 reveals that the church as the new man was created by Christ. Christ created the one new man with God’s nature 
wrought into humanity. This action was something new. In the old creation God did not work His nature into any of His creatures, not 
even into man. In the creation of the one new man, however, God’s nature has been wrought into man to make His nature one entity with 
humanity.  

The new creation, like the old creation, is not something individual but something corporate. In the old creation God did not create 
millions of men; on the contrary, He created one man, Adam, who includes all men. The principle is the same with God’s new creation. 
In the new creation we are all parts of the new man, the church, composed of the many sons of God.  

There is a basic difference between the new creation and the old creation. God’s life and nature are not wrought into the old creation, but 
the new creation does possess the divine life and the divine nature. Although the old creation came into being through the work of the 
mighty God, He Himself does not reside in it. Hence, the first creation has no divine content. The divine nature does not dwell in the old 
creation, and that is why it has become old. Adam did not have the life of God or the nature of God. We can receive the divine life and 
the divine nature only by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ and being regenerated by the Spirit. When we believed in Christ, God’s life 
and nature were imparted to us and made us a new creation.  

Second Corinthians 5:17 says, “If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold, they have 
become new.” Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old things of the flesh have passed away through the death of Christ, and 
all has become new in Christ’s resurrection. To be in Christ is to be one with Him in life and in nature. This is of God through our faith 
in Christ (1 Cor. 1:30; Gal. 3:26-28).  

The words, “Behold, they have become new,” are a call to watch the marvelous change of the new creation. The word “they” refers to the 
old things. The old creation does not have the divine life and nature; however, the new creation, composed of the believers born again of 
God, does have the divine life and nature (John 1:13; 3:15; 2 Pet. 1:4). Hence, the believers are a new creation, not according to the old 
nature of the flesh but according to the new nature of the divine life.  

The new creation is actually the old creation transformed by the divine life, by the processed Triune God. The old creation was old 
because God was not part of it; the new creation is new because God is in it. We who have been regenerated by the Spirit of God are 
still God’s creation, but we are now His new creation. However, this is real only when we live and walk by the Spirit. Whenever we live 
and walk by the flesh, we are in the old creation, not in the new creation. Anything in our daily life that does not have God in it is the old 
creation, but what has God in it is part of the new creation.  

If we would be in the new creation, we must enter into an organic union with the Triune God. Apart from such a union we shall remain 
in the old creation. But now, by the organic union with the Triune God, we are in the new creation. As believers in Christ, we are the 
new creation through an organic union with the Triune God.  

In Adam we were born into the old creation, but in Christ we were regenerated into the new creation. Here in the new creation we are 
not only God’s assembly, God’s house, and God’s kingdom and not only Christ’s Body and counterpart—we are also the new man. 
God’s intention is to have a corporate, universal man. God wants such a man for the fulfillment of His eternal purpose. On the one hand, 
we were created in God’s old creation and became the old man; on the other hand, we have been re-created in God’s new creation and 
have become the new man.  

In Himself  

In Ephesians 2:15 we see that the new man was created by Christ in Himself. The phrase “in Himself ” here is very significant. It 
indicates that Christ was not only the Creator of the one new man, the church, but also the sphere in which and the essence with which 
the one new man was created.  

Christ is the element of the new man. Nothing of our old man was good for the creation of the new man, for our former essence was 
sinful. But in Christ there is a wonderful essence, in which the one new man has been created. This new man, created by Christ in 
Himself, is corporate and universal. There are many believers, but there is only one new man in the universe. All the believers are 
components of this one corporate and universal new man.  
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On the Cross  

The new man was created by Christ in Himself in a particular way. This particular way was Christ’s death, for Christ created the new 
man when He was on the cross. While Christ was being put to death, He was working to create the one new man. In His death He 
created the different peoples into the new man. His death, therefore, was a tool used to work out the new creation.  

The new man, unlike the old, was not created out of nothing. On the contrary, the new man was created out of the old man. This is 
indicated by the fact that, according to Ephesians 2:15, Christ brought the Jews and the Gentiles to the cross and there, through His 
death, created them into the one new man. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2301-2306)  

According to God  

Ephesians 4:24 says, “And have put on the new man, which according to God was created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.” 
The old man was created according to the image of God outwardly without God’s life and nature (Gen. 1:26-27). But the new man was 
created according to God Himself inwardly, with God’s life and nature.  

Actually, for the new man to be created according to God is for the new man to be created according to God’s image. To be created 
“according to God” means to be created according to the image of God.  

Because the new man has been created in Christ and with Christ according to God, the new man bears the image of God. Eventually, the 
new man will bear the image of God in holiness and righteousness of the reality.  

In Righteousness and Holiness of the Truth  

Ephesians 4:24 tells us that the new man was created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. Righteousness is being right with God 
and with man according to God’s righteous way; the denotation of the word “holiness” here in Greek, different from that of the word 
“holy” in Romans 1:2, is being godly and devout before God. Righteousness is mainly toward men, and holiness mainly toward God.  

Righteousness and holiness here refer to the two main characteristics of the life of Jesus in His humanity as indicated in Ephesians 4:21. 
The new man is created according to God in both of these aspects.  

The righteousness and holiness of the new man are of “the truth.” The article before “truth” in verse 24 is emphatic. As the deceit in 
verse 22, related to the old man, is the personification of Satan, so truth here, related to the new man, is the personification of God. 
This truth was exhibited in the life of Jesus, as mentioned in verse 21. In the life of Jesus righteousness and holiness of truth were 
always being manifested. It was in the righteousness and holiness of this truth, which is God realized and expressed, that the new man 
was created.  

Dean Alford says that in 4:24 truth denotes the essence of God, for God is truth. This is in contrast to the lusts of the deceit mentioned in 
verse 22. Deceit is the essence of Satan, who is a liar, but truth is the essence of God, who is truth. Thus, the lusts are of Satan, who is 
the deceit, whereas righteousness and holiness are of God, who is the truth. M. R. Vincent points out that in these verses deceit and truth 
should be personified. The new man is created according to God in righteousness and holiness, two aspects of God’s essence.  

Righteousness, holiness, and the truth in 4:24 are actually God Himself. All these are embodied in Christ. Therefore, righteousness is 
Christ, holiness is Christ, and the truth is Christ. When Christ created the new man on the cross through His death, He did this according 
to God in Himself as righteousness, holiness, and the truth. This is marvelous. In the present age we cannot exhaust the experience of 
Christ as righteousness, holiness, and the truth. When we are in the New Jerusalem, however, we shall realize and understand how Christ 
created us into the new man through His cross according to God in righteousness and holiness of the truth. We shall understand that all 
these are attributes of Christ. Christ created us according to God in Himself as all these attributes. He is the model, the mold. In His 
work of creation on the cross, He molded us in Himself. As a result, we shall bear His image; that is, we shall bear His righteousness, 
holiness, and the truth.  

Whereas Ephesians 4:24 says that the new man was created according to God in righteousness and holiness of the truth, Colossians 3:10 
says that the new man is being renewed unto full knowledge according to the image of Him who created him. The image of Christ in 
Colossians 3:10 is the righteousness and holiness of the truth in Ephesians 4:24. Christ is the image of God and the embodiment of God 
(Col. 1:15; 2:9). When He was on earth, He was a man who was righteous and holy and full of love and light. This was God’s image 
expressed in the man Jesus. Today the church as the new man bears the image of God; that is, the new man bears God’s righteousness 
and holiness and also His love and light. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2309-2311) 

[Outline and Excerpts, taken from lsm.org 2017, Conference Outlines]

http://lsm.org

