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THE PROPHECY OF THE SECOND “SEVEN” OF THE SEVEN SEALS 

In this series of messages we are burdened to see the prophecy of the four “sevens” in the Bible. In the previous 
chapter we saw the prophecy of the first “seven”—the last week of the seventy weeks in Daniel 9:24-27. This is a 
prophecy concerning the consummation of the age. 

We also saw that the Lord Jesus prophesied concerning the consummation of the age in Matthew 24:32-33: 
“Learn the parable from the fig tree: As soon as its branch has become tender and puts forth its leaves, you 
know that the summer is near. So also you, when you see all these things, know that it is near, at the doors.” The 
Lord’s illustration here concerning the fig tree, which signifies the nation of Israel, covers three items: (1) 
becoming tender signifies the coming back of life; (2) putting forth leaves signifies the outward activities; (3) 
summer signifies the time of the restoration of the nation of Israel (Acts 1:6). The fig tree, the nation of Israel, 
passed through a long “winter” from the first century to A.D. 1948, when the nation of Israel was re-formed. That 
was the fig tree becoming tender, the coming back of life. In 1967 the city of Jerusalem was taken back by Israel 
(Luke 21:24). I consider this as the putting forth of leaves, the outward activities. Because these two things have 
taken place, we know that the summer is near, the time of the restoration of the nation of Israel, the age of the 
restored kingdom (vv. 30-31), which will begin at the Lord’s second coming. 

Another item that needs to take place before the Lord comes back is the rebuilding of the temple. In Matthew 
24:15 the Lord spoke of “the abomination of desolation, which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, 
standing in the holy place.” This abomination refers to Antichrist’s image set up in the temple of God as an idol 
(Rev. 13:14-15; 2 Thes. 2:4) at the beginning of the great tribulation (Matt. 24:21). [20] This means that the 
temple must be rebuilt before the great tribulation begins. According to recent news, a number of Jews in Israel 
are preparing for the rebuilding of the temple and for the priestly service in the temple. 

In the previous chapter we saw that according to Daniel 9, Antichrist will make a covenant with Israel at the 
beginning of the seven years of the last week of the seventy weeks, and in the middle of the week he will break 
the covenant. The last week will be cut into two halves by his breaking of this seven-year covenant with Israel. 
The second half of three and a half years will be the time of the great tribulation (Matt. 24:21, 15). The 
overcomers will be raptured before the great tribulation, while the majority of the believers will be raptured at the 
end of the great tribulation. Since we know all these things, we need to watch and be ready for the Lord’s 
appearing. 

We have already seen the fulfillment of the Lord’s prophecy regarding Israel in Matthew 24, which the Lord said 
had to take place before the consummation of the age. In Romans 9:27-28 Paul says, “Isaiah cries concerning 
Israel, ‘Though the number of the sons of Israel be like the sand of the sea, it is the remnant that shall be saved; 
for the Lord will execute His word upon the earth, accomplishing it and cutting it short.’” Paul says that the Lord 
will cut His word short in order to fulfill His prophecy in a rapid way. I believe that the present problems in the 
Middle East are part of the cutting short of the Lord’s word. Today we are in a very critical time. When there is 
news that a strong man signs a treaty of seven years with Israel, what shall we do? We have to prepare ourselves 
to be raptured. Now we want to go on to see the prophecy of the second “seven”—of the seven seals in the book 
of Revelation. 

THE SCENE IN HEAVEN 
Before John, the writer of Revelation, saw the seven seals, he first saw a scene, a view, in the heavens (4:2-3; 
5:1-7; 6:1-17; 8:1-2). This scene in heaven was immediately after Christ’s ascension into the heavens (see 5:6, 
footnote 3, Recovery Version). 

A Throne Set There,​
and God Sitting upon the Throne 

In this scene there was a throne, and God was sitting upon the throne (4:2-3).  

On the Right Hand of God, Who Sat upon the Throne,​
Being a Scroll Sealed with Seven Seals 
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On the right hand of God, who sat upon the throne, was a scroll sealed with seven seals (5:1). The scroll is a 
record of the secret of God’s economy concerning the entire universe. 

No One in Heaven or on the Earth​
or under the Earth Being Able, Worthy,​
to Open the Scroll and to Break Its Seals 

John wept because there was no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth who was able, worthy, to open 
the scroll and to break its seals (vv. 2-4). 

The Lion of the Tribe of Judah,​
the Root of David, the Lamb, Overcoming​

to Open the Scroll and Its Seven Seals 
Then he was told not to weep because the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, the Lamb, had overcome 
to open the scroll and its seven seals. This One came and took the scroll out of the right hand of God, who sat 
upon the throne, and He opened one of the seven seals (vv. 5-7; 6:1). 

The Lion is a symbol of Christ, portraying Him as a strong fighter against the enemy, as prophesied in Genesis 
49:8-9. Christ’s being the Root of David signifies that He is the source of David. When the Lord was living on 
earth, the Pharisees asked Him questions to test Him. Then the Lord asked them a question to silence them. He 
asked, “What do you think concerning the Christ? Whose son is He?” (Matt. 22:42). When they answered that 
Christ was David’s son, He replied, “How then does David in spirit call Him Lord, saying, ‘The Lord said to my 
Lord, Sit at My right hand until I put Your enemies underneath Your feet’? If then David calls Him Lord, how is 
He his son?” (vv. 43-45). This muzzled the mouths of all His opposers. Christ is not only the son of David, the 
Shoot of David (Jer. 23:5; 33:15), but also the Lord of David, the Root of David. As a descendant of David in His 
humanity, Christ is the Shoot of David who issued out of David. But as the eternal God in His divinity, Christ is 
the Root of David, the source of David. Christ is also our redeeming Lamb in this present age. As such an 
all-inclusive One, He has overcome to open the scroll and its seven seals. 

THE SEVEN SEALS 
The First Four Seals—Four Horses with Their Riders,​

Running in a Four-horse Race 
The first four seals are four horses with their riders, running in a four-horse race (Rev. 6:1-8). All four riders are 
not real persons but personified things. 

The First Seal—a White Horse and Its Rider,​
Signifying the Spreading of the Gospel 

The first seal is a white horse and its rider, signifying the spreading of the gospel (vv. 1-2). Revelation 6:2 says, “I 
saw, and behold, a white horse, and he who sits on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went forth 
conquering and to conquer.” 

A Bow Signifying That Christ’s Fighting for the Constitution​
of the Gospel of Peace Is Finished and the Victory Is Won 

A bow with an arrow is for fighting. But here there is a bow without an arrow. This indicates that the arrow has 
already been shot to destroy the enemy and that Christ’s fighting for the constitution of the gospel of peace is 
finished and the victory is won. 

A Crown Signifying That the Gospel​
Has Been Crowned with the Glory of Christ 

A crown signifies that the gospel has been crowned with the glory of Christ (2 Cor. 4:4). The gospel that we 
preach today has a crown, and this crown is the glory of Christ. We should not feel shameful when we preach the 
gospel. Rather, we should feel glorious. To preach the gospel is a glorious thing. Those who preach the gospel 
become the riders of the white horse. 
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Went Forth Conquering Signifying That the Gospel​
Has Been Going Forth with Christ to Conquer​

All Kinds of Opposition and Attack 
Went forth conquering in Revelation 6:2 signifies that the gospel has been going forth with Christ to conquer all 
kinds of opposition and attack. When I left mainland China in 1949, there were less than four million Christians 
there. When the Communists took over, they did their best to oppose, to restrict, and to persecute anyone who 
wanted to practice being a Christian. Despite such opposition, today there are at least fifty million Christians in 
mainland China. This shows the victory that the gospel has gained there over the past forty years. Throughout all 
the generations the gospel has been going on with Christ as the Victor. 

According to the Bible, we have to preach the gospel to get sinners saved. We all have to bear fruit. Although we 
may admit that this is scriptural, we may not be bearing any fruit. This means that we are not on the white horse. 
If we are preaching the gospel, our interest is in God’s kingdom. What is our interest today on this earth? We 
should be those who are laboring to get people saved to build up the Body of Christ for the kingdom of God. Most 
of us have to work to make a living. But all of us can separate a certain amount of time to the Lord for His 
interest. The unbelievers can always spare time for their amusement and entertainment. But we believers have 
God as our amusement and entertainment. We have no excuse for not preaching the gospel. We must be on the 
white horse for the spreading of the gospel. 

The Second Seal—a Red Horse and Its Rider,​
Signifying the Spreading of War 

The second seal consists of a red horse and its rider, signifying the spreading of war. Revelation 6:3-4 says, 
“When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, Come. And I saw, and behold, 
another horse, a red one, went forth; and to him who sits on it, to him authority was given to take peace from the 
earth, and that men should slay one another; and to him a great sword was given.” Red here signifies the shedding 
of blood. The red horse is a symbol of the raging of war, which is altogether a matter of shedding blood. 

A Great Sword Signifying Weapons for Fighting 
A great sword signifies weapons for fighting. 

To Take Peace from the Earth​
Signifying That War Is Continuing on the Earth 

To take peace from the earth signifies that war is continuing on the earth.  

That Men Should Slay One Another​
Signifying That People Will Fight One Another 

That men should slay one another signifies that people will fight one another. The Lord Jesus prophesied the same 
thing in Matthew 24. He told us that “nation will rise up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom” (v. 7). 
When war is going on, the gospel should be going on. These two horses run together. 

The Third Seal—a Black Horse and Its Rider,​
Signifying the Spreading of Famine 

The third seal, consisting of a black horse and its rider, signifies the spreading of famine. Revelation 6:5-6 says, 
“When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature saying, Come. And I saw, and behold, a black 
horse; and he who sits on it had a balance in his hand. And I heard as it were a voice in the midst of the four living 
creatures saying: A choenix of wheat for a denarius and three choenixes of barley for a denarius; and do not harm 
the oil and the wine.” Black here, indicating the dearth (Jer. 14:1-4), signifies the color of the visage of famished 
people (Lam. 4:8-9; 5:9-10). The black horse is a symbol of the spreading of famine, which causes a black visage. 

A Balance, a Scale Used to Weigh Precious Things,​
Being Used Here to Weigh Food, Signifying the Scarcity of Food 

A balance, a scale used to weigh precious things, is used here to weigh food, signifying the scarcity of food (Lev. 
26:26; Ezek. 4:16). 
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A Choenix of Wheat, Good Pay for a Day’s Labor, and​
Three Choenixes of Barley, Also Good Pay for a Day’s Labor,​

Signifying the High Price of Food in Its Scarcity 
A choenix of wheat, good pay for a day’s labor, and three choenixes of barley, also good pay for a day’s labor 
(Matt. 20:2), signifies the high price of food in its scarcity. 

Do Not Harm the Oil and the Wine​
(Oil and Wine Being for Man’s Pleasure and Being Always​

in Short Supply and Becoming Precious in Famine)​
Signifying the Presence of Famine 

Do not harm the oil and the wine (oil and wine are for man’s pleasure—Psa. 104:15—and are always in short 
supply and become precious in famine) signifies the presence of famine. War is always followed by famine. 
During the famine, oil and wine should be preserved and not harmed. 

The Fourth Seal—a Pale Horse and Its Rider,​
Signifying the Spreading of Death 

The fourth seal, consisting of a pale horse and its rider, signifies the spreading of death. Revelation 6:7-8 says, 
“When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, Come. And I saw, and 
behold, a pale horse, and he who sits upon it, his name is Death; and Hades followed with him. And authority was 
given to them over the fourth part of the earth to kill with the sword and with famine and with death and by the 
beasts of the earth.” 

Pale Signifying the Color of the Appearance​
of Those Stricken with the Plague 

Pale signifies the color of the appearance of those stricken with the plague. 

Hades Following Death Signifying That Hades Receives​
and Retains Those Whom Death Has Killed 

Hades following death signifies that Hades receives and retains those whom death has killed. 

Authority Being Given to Death and Hades over the Fourth Part​
of the Earth to Kill with the Sword, Famine, and Death​

and by the Beasts of the Earth 
Authority is given to Death and Hades over the fourth part of the earth to kill with the sword, famine, and death 
and by the beasts of the earth. 

The Four Riders of the Four Horses—​
the Gospel, War, Famine, and Death—All Being Personified 

The four riders of the four horses—the gospel, war, famine, and death—are all personified. 

The Running of the Four-horse Race​
Beginning from Christ’s Ascension and Continuing through​

the Entire Age of the Church to Christ’s Coming Back 
The running of the four-horse race began from Christ’s ascension (Mark 16:19-20) and continues through the 
entire age of the church to Christ’s coming back. Beginning with the first century, the gospel has been spreading 
throughout these twenty centuries. War among the human race has also been proceeding simultaneously. War has 
always caused famine, and famine has issued in death. All of these will continue until the end of this age. When 
the seventy weeks in Daniel are completed, the four-horse race will be over. The gospel, war, famine, and death 
will cease. 

The Fifth Seal—the Cry of the Martyred Saints 
The fifth seal is the cry of the martyred saints (Rev. 6:9-11). 
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The Cry to Avenge Their Blood 
It is the cry to avenge their blood (v. 10). 

Of Those Martyred because of the Word of God​
and because of Their Testimony,​

Including the Martyrs of the Old Testament 
The fifth seal is the cry of those martyred because of the word of God and because of their testimony (v. 9b), 
including the martyrs of the Old Testament (Matt. 23:34-36). 

Underneath the Altar Signifying​
underneath the Earth, Where Paradise,​

the Comfortable Section of Hades​
That Keeps the Souls of the Martyred Saints, Is 

These martyrs are underneath the altar. In figure, the altar is in the outer court of the tabernacle and the temple, 
and the outer court signifies the earth. Hence, underneath the altar signifies underneath the earth (12:40), where 
Paradise, the comfortable section of Hades (Luke 16:22-23) that keeps the souls of the martyred saints, is (23:43). 

How Long Signifying That the Martyrs​
Have Been Waiting in Paradise​
for Quite a Long Time Already 

These martyred saints cry with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Master, holy and true, will You not judge and 
avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” (Rev. 6:10). How long signifies that the martyrs have been 
waiting in Paradise for quite a long time already. 

Yet a Little While Signifying That the Martyrs’ Cry​
Should Take Place near the End of This Present Age 

Revelation 6:11 says, “To each of them was given a white robe; and it was said to them that they should rest yet a 
little while, until also the number of their fellow slaves and their brothers who were about to be killed, even as 
they were, is completed.” Yet a little while signifies that the martyrs’ cry should take place near the end of the 
present age. 

A White Robe Signifying​
That the Martyrdom of the Martyrs​

Was Approved by the Lord, and Rest Signifying​
That They Are Resting in Paradise 

A white robe signifies that the martyrdom of the martyrs was approved by the Lord, and rest signifies that they are 
resting in Paradise. 

Until Also the Number of Their Fellow Slaves​
and Their Brothers Who Were About to Be Killed…​

Is Completed Indicating the Martyrdom​
during the Great Tribulation 

Until also the number of their fellow slaves and their brothers who were about to be killed...is completed indicates 
the martyrdom during the great tribulation (20:4). Many believers will be martyred by Antichrist in those three 
and a half years. 

The Sixth Seal—the Shaking of the Earth and Heaven 
The sixth seal is the shaking of the earth and heaven (6:12-17). 

A Great Earthquake, the Sun Becoming Black,​
the Whole Moon Becoming like Blood,​

the Stars Falling to the Earth,​
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the Heaven Being Removed,​
and Every Mountain and Island Being Moved 

There will be a great earthquake, the sun will become black, the whole moon will become like blood, the stars 
will fall to the earth, the heaven will be removed, and every mountain and island will be moved (vv. 12-14). 

The Kings, the Great Men, the Generals,​
the Rich and the Strong, and Every Slave​

and Free Man Hiding Themselves in the Caves​
and in the Rocks of the Mountains 

The kings, the great men, the generals, the rich and the strong, and every slave and free man will hide themselves 
in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, saying to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the 
face of Him who sits upon the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of Their wrath has come, 
and who is able to stand?” (vv. 16-17). 

This Supernatural Calamity​
Being the Initiation of the Great Tribulation,​

Consisting of All the Calamities, Plagues, and Woes​
from the Sixth Seal to the Last Bowl of the Seven Bowls 

This supernatural calamity is the initiation of the great tribulation (Matt. 24:21), consisting of all the calamities, 
plagues, and woes from the sixth seal to the last bowl of the seven bowls (Rev. 16:17-21). 

The Seventh Seal—​
the Entire Contents of the Seven Trumpets 

The seventh seal is the entire contents of the seven trumpets (8:1-2). These contents are on both the negative side 
and the positive side. 

On the Negative Side 
The Supernatural Calamities​
of the First Four Trumpets 

The seventh seal, the entire contents of the seven trumpets, includes the supernatural calamities of the first four 
trumpets (vv. 7-12). 

The Three Woes of the Last Three Trumpets 
The seventh seal also includes the three woes of the last three trumpets (8:13—9:21; 11:14-15a, 18, 19b). 

The Seven Plagues of the Seven Bowls​
as a Part of the Negative Contents of the Seventh Trumpet 

The seventh seal includes the seven plagues of the seven bowls as a part of the negative contents of the seventh 
trumpet (15:7—16:12, 17-21). 

The Destruction of the Great Babylon and the Destruction​
of Antichrist and His False Prophet in the War of Armageddon 

The negative contents of the seventh seal, the seven trumpets, also includes the destruction of the great Babylon 
(17:1—19:4) and the destruction of Antichrist and his false prophet in the war of Armageddon (19:11-21; 
16:13-16; 11:18c). The great Babylon has a religious aspect and a material aspect. The religious Babylon, the 
Roman Catholic Church, will be destroyed by Antichrist at the beginning of the great tribulation (14:8; 17:16), 
whereas the material Babylon, the city of Rome, will be fallen, destroyed by God (16:19), at the end of the great 
tribulation (18:2). 

The Binding and Imprisoning of Satan 
The seventh seal includes the binding and imprisoning of Satan (20:1-3). 
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The Last Rebellion of Mankind​
and the Perdition of the Devil, Satan 

It also includes the last rebellion of mankind and the perdition of the devil, Satan (vv. 7-10). 

The Final Judgment at the Great White Throne 
The seventh seal includes the final judgment at the great white throne (vv. 11-15). This will be an ending of all the 
evil matters and persons in the universe. 

On the Positive Side 
Now we come to the positive side of the contents of the seven trumpets, of the seventh seal. 

The Kingdom of the World Becoming the Kingdom of Our Lord​
and of His Christ, and Christ Reigning Forever and Ever 

The kingdom of the world will become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign forever and 
ever (11:15, 17b).  

The Rewarding of the Lord’s Slaves the Prophets,​
and the Saints and Those Who Fear the Lord’s Name,​

the Small and the Great, at the Judgment Seat of Christ 
There will also be the rewarding of the Lord’s slaves the prophets, and the saints and those who fear the Lord’s 
name, the small and the great, at the judgment seat of Christ (v. 18b). 

The Marriage of the Lamb 
There will be the marriage of the Lamb (19:7-9). This will be the marriage of Christ and His overcomers. The 
processed Triune God as the Lamb will marry the regenerated and transformed tripartite man. 

The Kingdom of a Thousand Years 
There will also be the kingdom of a thousand years (20:4-6). 

The New Heaven and the New Earth with the New Jerusalem 
At the end of the seventh seal there will be the new heaven and new earth with the New Jerusalem 
(21:1—22:5). 

The Finishing of the Mystery of God as the Good News​
Announced to God’s Own Slaves the Prophets 

The completion of the events in the seventh seal will be the finishing of the mystery of God as the good news 
announced to God’s own slaves the prophets (10:7). The seven seals and the seven trumpets end with the New 
Jerusalem. 

The book of Revelation can be considered as a scroll. Before the ascension of Christ there was such a scroll, but it 
was not opened. After His ascension Christ, as the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, and the Lamb, 
opened this scroll. The seven seals with which the scroll is sealed are actually the contents of the scroll and the 
contents of the book of Revelation. This book is just the opening, the unveiling, of the seven seals. Today by the 
Lord’s mercy we have an open scroll before us. 

 

 

(The Prophecy of the Four "Sevens" in the Bible, Chapter 2) 


