
1Peter 2:5 You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house into a

holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

1Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people acquired for a

possession, so that you may tell out the virtues of Him who has called you out of darkness into

His marvelous light;

THE LEADING MINISTRY IN GOD’S ECONOMY
In God’s dispensation and economy, the leading ministry is the priesthood. In this universe God
has an administration, a divine economy. His economy is the way He arranges or dispenses.
Therefore, it is a kind of dispensation. According to the Bible, there are three main ministries in
God’s divine dispensation: the priesthood, the kingship, and the prophethood. The priesthood is
the leading ministry of the three and brings the kingship and prophethood into function. In other
words, both the kingship and the prophethood depend upon the leading ministry of the
priesthood.

THE DEFINITION OF A PRIEST
The dictionary tells us that a priest is a person who serves God professionally. Most Christians
would tell us that a priest is one who serves God. This is right, but what does it mean to serve
God? Today’s Christians would answer that to serve God is to work for God. This answer is
wrong! To say that a priest is a person who serves God is right, but to say that to serve God is
merely to do something for God is wrong.
To realize what a priest is, we must first see God’s eternal plan. God is a God of purpose. He
has a purpose that He wants to accomplish. According to the revelation of the Scriptures, God
has a plan to work Himself into a group of people in order that He might be their life and they
might become His expression. Based upon this plan, God created man.
Man was destined to receive God, to be filled, saturated and permeated with God, and to have
God flow out of him that he might be the living expression of God. This is a brief definition of a
priest. He must contact God, be filled with God, and be possessed by God completely that he
may be built up with others in the flow of the life of God. Then the priesthood will be God’s living,
corporate expression…
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THE PRIESTHOOD AND THE FLOW OF GOD
In Christianity there is the concept that if we love God and fear Him, we must work for Him.
According to this concept, we must consecrate ourselves to the Lord so that we may be His
servants who do His will, serving Him by working for Him. But this is actually a natural, religious
concept, not a revelation from the heavens. God has no intention whatsoever of calling us
simply to work for Him or to do something for Him. Rather, God’s intention is for us to open
ourselves to Him. We should not do anything for God but should open ourselves to Him so that
He may come into us, fill us, and even flood us. In this way God will saturate us, permeate us,
take us over, and take possession of every part of our being. When our whole being is taken
over by Him, possessed by Him, and saturated and permeated with Him, we will be one with
Him. Indeed, we will be full of Him, not only by being outwardly clothed with Him as power but
also by being inwardly permeated with Him as everything to us. We will be God-men, persons



full of God, and spontaneously God will flow Himself out of us. Moreover, in this flow of God,
which is the flow of life, we will be built up with others.

The Principal Service of a Priest
I must repeat that to be a priest is not merely to work for God. We must forget about this kind of
concept. When I was young, I considered that a servant of the Lord was a priest who served the
Lord full time, and I thought that a servant of the Lord should endeavor, struggle, and strive to
do something for the Lord. One day the Lord opened my eyes to see that my concept was
wrong. God has no intention to call us to do something for Him. His unique intention is for us to
answer His call by opening ourselves to Him and telling Him, “Lord, here I am. I am ready not to
do something for You or to work for You but to be filled and even be taken over by You so that I
may be fully possessed by You and with You. I am ready to be one with You.” Until we are one
with the Lord, we can do nothing for Him; we can neither work for Him nor be a genuine priest.
Furthermore, we must see that the main work and conduct of the priests is not to offer sacrifices
but to spend time in the presence of the Lord to be filled, saturated, and permeated by and with
the Lord until they are one with Him in the spirit. Before spending time with the Lord and being
saturated with Him, they can never be adequate priests. A priest is not a person who does
something for God but a person who is filled with God. This is a priest, and this is the man God
planned to have. God planned to have a corporate man who would not be engaged in doing
something for Him but who would be filled with Him. If we have this light, we will realize that
every man should be a priest, one who receives God and opens himself to God to be filled with
God and to be saturated, permeated, and possessed wholly, fully, and thoroughly by and with
God.

CWWL, 1963, vol. 2, The Living That Fulfills God's Eternal Purpose, Ch. 8


