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Please read the Bible verse:
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Gal. 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but it is Christ who lives in me; and the life which | now live
in the flesh I live in faith, the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.
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What is the glad tiding that God gave us? It is the bestowing of His Son to us. By His resurrection we are resurrected. Now He
is living inside of us to be our life, so that we may live Him out and fulfill His demands. This is the glad tiding. The glad tiding
is that God is fulfilling His own commandments inside of us! The gospel is not a set of do's and don'ts. You do not have to
crawl around the earth day and night like crabgrass, telling yourself over and over again that you are not supposed to sin. This is
not a glad tiding. This is a grievous tiding. The gospel is that God is coming into us to live and obey for us.
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God Himself is the only able One
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The commandments of Christ can only be fulfilled by Christ Himself. Neither you nor I can do anything. Hence, the answer to
our second question is that only the Son of God can fulfill the requirements of God. All of us are unable. God alone is able.
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Therefore, whenever a brother in the Lord tells me that he is hopeless, that he falls as soon as he rises, and that the more he tries
the more he fails, | rejoice greatly. The more he weeps for his transgressions and failures, the more | laugh inside. | will say,
"Today you know that you are a failure. This is something to be congratulated. Although you should have known this earlier, it

is not too late to know it now." We cannot obey God's will. God's will can only be done by God Himself, and the
commandments of Christ can be fulfilled by none other than Christ.
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God makes us able
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Not only do we have to see that we are unable; we have to realize that God is able! (Luke 18:27). The young ruler only saw that
he was unable and concluded that God was the same and proceeded to leave sorrowfully. But God is able! Do not think that

when you are unable everything is over with you. The inability of man is the beginning of the ability of God. It is the time for
God to show forth His power. Not that we are able, but His doing a work for us makes us able.
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The new covenant whithin
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Now the law is put within man. It is no longer inscribed on stones, nor is it recorded merely in the Bible; it is written upon our
hearts. What is the good of having the law put inside of us? Ezekiel 36:27 says, "And | will put my Spirit within you, and cause
you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them." Please note the word "cause." It is a strong word in
the Hebrew language. Under the old covenant, man had to struggle to obey God's commandments. Now the Spirit of God is in
us. He causes us to obey. Hitherto God gave the commandments, and we supplied our own strength for their fulfillment. Now
the commanding One is God, but the supplying One becomes God also. After resurrection, Christ came into us to become our
life. The result is that we are enabled to fulfill God's commandments. This is the gospel. Christ's sufficiency has become our
ability. Because Christ is living for us, all the problems are solved.
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I am crucified with Christ
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I turn the question now to you. Have you given up hope in yourself? Are you still trying to improve yourself and reform to a
better status? | have completely abandoned any hope in myself! I am crucified on the cross. My goodness and wickedness alike
are terminated. Now everything is Christ. This is the only way. Paul said, "I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer | who
live, but it is Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh | live in faith, the faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himself up for me" (Gal. 2:20).
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The same principle applies to our salvation and the living of a victorious life. We are not hoping that God will save us. | am
afraid some will keep hoping even after they reach hell. Neither are we hoping that victory will come in another two days. What

we should say is, "Lord, | thank You. My sins are forgiven. Thank You, Lord, that it is no longer | who live, but You live
within me." We have to believe in what is and what has been. When we do this, we will be saved.
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Believing in the facts
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Once again it is a matter of faith. Faith always concerns accomplished facts. Anything for tomorrow is not faith. Nor is

anything in hope. Many, after hearing such messages, say that they have faith. But whether or not they really possess it is an
open question.
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Let me illustrate my point by a real story. | have two co-workers. One is a brother by the name of Nee. The other is a sister
called Lee. Both started in their Christian work recently and both are nearsighted. Eventually, both had a pair of glasses. Miss
Lee went to the Lord and prayed, "Lord, You have healed the blind. Can't You do the same for me? It is very inconvenient for
me to go around preaching in villages with this pair of glasses. Lord, heal me." She made this prayer on a little steamboat on
her way to a village. After her prayer she knew that God had answered her request. She had the faith within her to throw her
glasses into the river. Her eyes were consequently healed.
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Received through faith
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There is another passage in the Bible concerning faith. Mark 11:24 should be read with care: "For this reason | say to you, All
things that you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and you will have them." The crucial word in this verse is
"received." | have underlined this word in my Bible. The first clause gives the past tense, while the second is in the future. The
Bible gives only this kind of faith. It is faith that believes in having received, not one that hopes to receive. Only the receiving
that is through faith is the true receiving. Without the receiving in faith, there is no receiving in reality.
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Sometimes my co-workers or | would anoint sick people with oil and pray for them. Often, | ask a sick man, "Has God
answered your prayers yet?" Those who have faith say, "Yes, God has answered prayers. My illness is gone.” This kind of
patient may still have a high fever and not look too positive, but he eventually gets well. There are others who say, "God will
heal me," or "I will be healed." We have to pray again for these because we detect no faith in them. What they have is not faith,

but mere hope. To hope to be healed and to believe that one is healed are very different. Those who believe that they have
received will receive.
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The same is victory
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If you believe that you are victorious already, then you will experience victory after victory. But if you put your hope in the
future, you can only experience victory in the future. The past tense occupies a vital position in our prayers. It is what | have
and not what I want. Wanting something is a sign of unbelief. The word want often blocks our prayers from being answered.

The word of the Lord is clear: he who believes that he has received shall receive. (The Collected Works of Watchman Nee (Set
2) Vol. 7, Pages 219-223, 225-228.)
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Reference: The Collected Works of Watchman Nee (Set 2) Vol. 7, CHRIST AND THE CHRISTIAN, Chapter 2;
Crystallization-study of Romans, Chapter 11; Life-Study of Hebrews, Chapter 47.
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