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Eph. 3:4-6 By which, in reading it, you can perceive my understanding in the mystery of Christ, Which in other
generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in
spirit, That in Christ Jesus the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the Body and fellow partakers of the
promise through the gospel,
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Eph. 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.
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The Church Being the Mystery of Christ
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Now we come to the subject of this chapter: the mystery of Christ. The universe is a mystery, man is a mystery, and
even more, God is a mystery. The Bible reveals these things very clearly, and there is no need for man to infer or grope.
Then the Bible reveals another great mystery, which is the mystery of Christ. The mystery of Christ is the church.
Colossians shows us that the mystery of God is Christ, while Ephesians shows us that the mystery of Christ is the
church. These two books may be called sister books; one is on Christ, and the other is on the church. All the “stories”

of God are related to Christ, and all the “stories” of Christ are related to the church. The church came out of Christ;
the church is also the expression of Christ. This is an exceedingly great mystery in the universe.
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The Church Being the Body of Christ as the Expression of Christ
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This Christ was God who became flesh and who passed through death and resurrection. His resurrection was a work of

God’s power because it was God’s power that raised Him from the dead and brought Him into ascension in the
heavenlies, highly exalting Him to be far above all and giving Him to be Head over all things to the church.
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This resurrection power of Christ not only enabled Him to ascend to heaven, to be far above all, and to become Head
over all things; it also operates within us today. Because the Spirit of God operates in us, this power operates in us
along with the Spirit of God. This power not only regenerates and sanctifies us but also transforms us, bringing us
into an organic union with God. In this organic union we enjoy Christ’s powerful life for us practically to become
members of the Body of Christ. The aggregate of all the members of Christ is the Body of Christ, which is the church,
the fullness of Christ, who fills all in all. This fullness is the expression of the Christ who fills all in all (Eph. 1:23).
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The Church Being the New Man
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EpheSIanS 2:14-16 shows us that Christ’s death on the cross abolished the barriers between the Jews and the Gentiles,
breaking down the middle wall of partition between them, that in the salvation of the power of His life the two may
become one Body, which is the one corporate new man, the church. In this new man, only Christ is all and in all
(Col. 3:10-11).
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Christ is also every part of this corporate new man (1 Cor. 12:12) and lives in every part (every member). He is the
content and reality of this new man. This new man is the mystery and story of Christ, the all-inclusive One.
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The Church Enjoying the Riches of Christ to Become the Fullness of God
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Ephesians 3 shows us that God wants to dispense the unsearchable riches of Christ into us to be our enjoyment day by
day. Therefore, the apostle Paul prayed that God would grant us, according to the riches of His glory, to be
strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man. Our inner man is our regenerated spirit, which has been
mingled with the Holy Spirit into one spirit. God will strengthen us with power through His Spirit into our inner new
man. This means that God wants us not to live by our outward, natural man or by our soul—our mind, will, and
emotion. God wants our whole being to enter into our regenerated spirit, into our spirit which has been mingled with
the Holy Spirit as one, into our inner new man.
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The Church Being Mingled with the Triune God to be One
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Ephesians 4 goes on to say that this one Body, which is made up of us, has only one Lord. We are joined to the Lord
through faith and baptism. Through faith we receive the Lord into us, and through baptism we are immersed into Him.
To believe is to enter into and have an organic union with the Lord. To be baptized is to end, to terminate, our all.
Finally, this passage speaks of one God and Father of all, who is over all, through all, and in all.
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The Church Being the Bride of Christ
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In chapter 5 Ephesians goes on further to show us that the church is not only the new man to fulfill God’s will but also

the bride, the counterpart, for Christ’s satisfaction. To be sure, such a church will have been possessed by and saturated
with the Triune God. At this stage we enjoy the Triune God not only as grace and reality but also as love and light.

We live in and enjoy God’s love; we also live in and enjoy God’s light. In this way all our living and our walk
become fully normal.
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The Church Being the Warrior
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In conclusion, the book of Ephesians shows us that as the mystery of Christ, the church has Christ’s life and nature and
was raised up together and ascended together with Him. Furthermore, the church has the power of Christ operating
within her, causing her to be far above all and become the Body of Christ, enjoying the unsearchable riches of Christ to
become the fullness of Christ, the expression of Christ, which is also the fullness of God, the expression of God. This
church is the new man to fulfill God’s purpose, and she is also the bride to satisfy Christ’s heart’s desire. Furthermore,
she is the spiritual warrior to withstand God’s enemy and bring in God’s kingdom. This is the mystery of Christ. The
mystery of Christ is such a marvelous church. (The Five Great Mysteries in the Bible, Chapter 4.)
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Reference: The Five Great Mysteries in the Bible, Chapter 4; The Conclusion of the New Testament, Message 194.




