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The Mystery of the Church
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1 Tim. 3:15-16 But if | delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the house of God, which is the church of

the living God, the pillar and base of the truth. And confessedly, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was manifested in the flesh, /
Justified in the Spirit, / Seen by angels, / Preached among the nations, / Believed on in the world, / Taken up in glory.
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Rev. 21:2, 9-10 And | saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. ... had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and spoke with me, saying, Come here; I will show you the bride, the
wife of the Lamb. And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God,
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The Mystery of the Church Being the Ultimate Mystery in the Universe

BINEXEZXREREN—TER  MEEcWEN - XTNENZETFHE  EXLE  FHZREEZERTW—FEH - BER
FEB - XRNMERAVER, -

In this chapter we want to see the last mystery, which is the mystery of the church. This mystery is in the universe and also in the Bible,
especially in Revelation. This is the ultimate mystery.
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The Church Being Christ’s Organism and Enlargement
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We have already seen that the church is the Body of Christ, the fullness of the One who fills all in all (Eph. 1:23). The Bible shows us
that Christ with the church is one great person. Christ is the Head, and the church is the Body. From God’s eternal view, in the
universe there is only one great person—Christ with the church. In this universal great man, Christ is the Head and the church is the
Body. Man’s body is an organism, and only those parts that have an organic relationship with this body are the members of this body.
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Ephesians 1:23 also says that the church is the fullness of the One who fills all in all. The One who fills all in all is our Lord Jesus Christ.
The church is His overflow and enlargement. When the Lord Jesus was on earth, if He was in Bethlehem, He could not be in Nazareth; if
He was in Nazareth, He could not be in Samaria; and if He was in Samaria, He could not be in Jerusalem. Today, however, He has been
enlarged into the church, so He is everywhere on the whole earth. This is the enlargement and the overflow of Christ.
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The Church Being the House of God Appearing in Localities
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First Timothy 3:15-16 says, “The house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth. And confessedly,

great is the mystery of godliness: He who was manifested in the flesh.” The church is the house of God, the manifestation of God in the

flesh. The church is also the firm pillar and base to support the truth. The church has the pure and high truths, and it is the place where
God speaks. God is speaking in the church today, so it is only in the church that people can receive the pure and unadulterated truths.
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Revelation 1:11 tells us that John was in spirit and heard a loud voice saying, “What you see write in a scroll and send it to the seven
churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamos and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” According to
what is mentioned here, the written scroll being sent to the seven churches equals its being sent to the seven cities. This shows clearly that

the practice of the church life in the early days was the practice of having one church for one city, one city with only one church. The
manifestation of the church should be in localities, and it should be one city with one church.
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The church is the house of God, the Body of Christ, and the fullness of the One who fills all in all. However, the church is expressed
locally, one church for one city. There should never be more than one church in any one city. If there are two or more churches in a city,
that is division. Yet, today there are many so-called churches in one city; this is division.
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The Church Being the Golden Lampstand
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Revelation 1:12 says, “When I turned, I saw seven golden lampstands.” Then verse 20 says, “The mystery of...the seven golden
lampstands...the seven churches.” This clearly tells us that a local church is a golden lampstand. Some say that a lampstand is for shining
and that in this dark age today, the church shines as a golden lampstand.
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According to the record in Revelation 1, we see that where the church is, there is the golden lampstand. Where the church is, there are the
substance of God and the riches of Christ, and there are also God’s dispensing, transmission, supply, and even judgment. Every local
church is an embodiment of the Triune God-—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. When people come to the church, they can sense that
God is here, Christ is here, and the Spirit is here. This is the Father, the Son, and the Spirit operating, shining, and being manifested and
expressed here. Such a church is the golden lampstand.
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The Church Being the Bride of Christ
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Revelation 19:7 says, “Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has
made herself ready.” The bride refers to the saints throughout the ages who are the overcomers reigning with Christ in the millennial
kingdom. The readiness of the bride indicates growth and maturity in life. When we are saturated by the Triune God so that He flows out
of us, we are completely built and fitted together to become the glorious church, the beloved bride of the Lord Jesus.

CEFEEBHMMER Y - ERFERE? BRIHA? A AR ST EEEBEME - RINNFHEENED - AZER
ETECRERNAE  mELTECHSRMNTAZE - HNBESN - BE=—0  ZEREBEPEZHEANR - AREX
B #AZE  WHEIWK  WEFI/IK  HMFN=FLEE - RINNEREEESE - RIMEERNT ZBE - TBEANR
12 - TEEFEERME  REMNLE -

“The marriage of the Lamb has come.” Who will the Lamb marry? The Catholic Church? No! Only the golden lampstand can be the
bride of Christ. We need to live out the life of Christ. We do not care for even any goodness that comes out of ourselves, not to mention
any wickedness that comes out of ourselves. We care for the tree of life, we care for the Triune God, and we care for Jesus Christ as the
all-inclusive Spirit. Whether we are at home with our spouses and children or in the church meetings with the brothers and sisters, we all
need to live out Christ. If we live by Christ, then what we live out is the pure gold that shines forth the light; then we can become the
bride of Christ to satisfy His desire.
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The Consummate Manifestation of The Church Being the New Jerusalem
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Revelation 21:2 says, “I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband.” The bride here refers to all the saints, both in the Old Testament and in the New Testament, as the counterpart of Christ in
eternity.
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Revelation 21:9-10 also tells us that the angel said to John, “Come here; | will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” John was
carried away in spirit onto a great and high mountain where he saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven. This tells
us that the bride of Christ is a city—the New Jerusalem.
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Revelation 22:17 says, “The Spirit and the bride say, Come!” In Revelation 2 and 3 it is the Spirit speaking to the churches (2:7, 11, 17,
29; 3:6, 13, 22), but at the end of the whole Bible it is the Spirit and the bride speaking together. The Spirit is the ultimate
consummation of the Triune God as the Bridegroom; the bride is the ultimate consummation of the redeemed man. After this
universal marriage the Triune God and redeemed man are not separate. They do not speak separately, but the two have become one
couple, so there is the speaking of the Spirit and the bride together. Hallelujah, God and man are mingled and united to become the
universal and eternal couple, moving together and speaking together! This is the accomplishment of God’s ultimate goal. (The Five
Great Mysteries in the Bible, Chapter 5.)
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Reference: The Five Great Mysteries in the Bible, Chapter 5.




