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The Meaning of Faith
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Please Read the Bible Verse:
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Heb. 11:1 Now faith is the substantiation of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
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A Christian is a person who has received Christ and His great salvation. ... There is only one way to receive Christ, and that is by
faith. In fact, to receive is just to believe.
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The Definition of Faith
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Someone counted the word "faith" in the New Testament. It appears one hundred fifty times. Thirty-five of these times, the word is
used as a noun; the rest as a verb. The reason this word is mentioned and emphasized repeatedly is because faith is the unique and
crucial way of receiving Christ.
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Let us first examine the meaning of faith. We will try to find a definition for this word.
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It is remarkable that although the word "faith" has been used one hundred fifty times in the New Testament, its definition is given
only once. Only in one verse is the word explained. We have to look carefully into this one place. Let us turn to Hebrews 11:1.
Here it gives us a unique explanation of faith. "Faith is assurance of things hoped for, a conviction of things not seen™ (ASV,
1901).
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Substantiating
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I believe that substantiating is the ability which enables us to realize a substance. ... The function of our five senses is to transfer
all the objective items into us to become our subjective experience. If we do not have these five senses, all of the outside objects
will remain outside of us; they will never be able to come into us. The work that the five senses does is a work of substantiating.
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Let me explain this a little further. I shall again use the example of color. Blue is a substance. It is there all the time. But when you
take a look at it, your eyes begin to transfer the blue into you. This is what is meant by substantiation. Now you can say that you
have substantiated the blue into you. You know now that there is such a color called blue.
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The Substantiating Faith
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As the eye is to seeing, the ear to hearing, and the nose to smelling, so faith is the organ whereby we substantiate everything
spiritual into us. Without faith, every spiritual matter is a nonentity to us. This is why the Bible calls faith the substantiation of
things hoped for.

BERNBIRGFEAFE? RAEARTNOERAE | MELKERNEBFEEEER  NMEBE—-RLT - HMNE - &
HEEEDRTY  -BEBEMER  SKEEXERE [ - XEFRERRNABREIEA ? ABEXRLES FEAERFRL -

ERESE . REGEF—F  BRAEETF—H  BFERREBRIN - HXBRBWKRER - —JRAE - WE&MAT

RREY—1F - . SR REER - AZIB substance ( 52F1 ) RA - THE2RDIBNIESLEISHERITNRE

Avre spiritual matters real or not? You cannot ascertain them by your five senses. God has put us into Christ; we are crucified with
Him. All our sins were borne by Him. Today Christ is resurrected and is in the Holy Spirit. But can we substantiate any of these
with our five senses? They are useless in this respect. When it comes to these matters, the eyes are blind, the ears deaf, the nose
numb, the tongue flat, and all the senses dull. The fact is that the substance is there, but the substantiating ability is absent.
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Faith Is Receiving
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God has prepared and accomplished everything in Christ. He has also put Christ into the Holy Spirit so that everyone can
henceforth enjoy Him anywhere and anytime. All that it takes is for man to receive Him. But how does one go about receiving
Him? It is by faith. Faith is the receiving. When man believes, he receives everything of Christ into him.
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Faith Is Not Agreement
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I have to mention an important point: faith and agreement are two different matters. Faith is living, while agreement is an exercise

of the mind. Only faith will inherit all the things in the spiritual world. Mental consent has no part in it. To perceive spiritual things

through mental consent is like using the eyes to see sound or using the tongue to taste color. You will never receive anything that
way.
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For example, everyone agrees that Hwang Mountain is a very scenic place. It says so in books, and we see it in pictures. We give
our consent and agree that it is very scenic. But Hwang Mountain has never been received into us. None of the beauties there are
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real to us. The receiving of spiritual matters is not a matter of consent but of faith. We need faith in the words of God. We have to
mix His words with our faith. Do not doubt or argue against the words of God. Rather, we should identify ourselves with them and
be saved.
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If you have this living faith, you can be saved whether you are at home or in the church, in the wilderness or anywhere. Today
Christ is in the Holy Spirit. He is omnipresent. Wherever you may be, you can be saved simply by touching Him by faith. Just as
the electricity in this room is fully installed and will light up at your touch of the switch, so salvation will be immediately realized
when you exercise your faith to receive Him.
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Perhaps you have heard about the doctrines of Christ for more than ten years. ... You must proclaim, "I believe that Jesus of
Nazareth is the Son of God. | believe that He is now in the Holy Spirit. I also believe that on the cross He has taken away my sins
and that He has crucified my old man and given me a new life." With this faith, you will be brought face to face with God. You
will touch Him, and salvation will be accomplished in you.
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Power in faith
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A man who has met Christ in faith is different. Only those who have touched Christ have His power manifested through them. All
the filthy and binding sins are shaken off from us when we touch Christ. The minute we believe in Him, His resurrection life
comes into us. By faith all these become real in us.
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Not only are our lives changed by faith, but there is a very great power within this faith which motivates thousands to become
missionaries and martyrs. This great power within is irrepressible and unlimited. It makes man willing to suffer for the Lord, ride
through danger, and eventually be martyred. All these abilities come from faith. \WWhen we touch Christ, everything of Him will be
transmitted into us. (The Collected Works of Watchman Nee (Set 2) Vol. 27: The Normal Christian Faith, Section Four: Christ and
the Christian, Chapter 13.)
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Reference: The Collected Works of Watchman Nee (Set 2) Vol. 27, Christ and the Christian, Chapter 13; Life-Study of Hebrews,
Chapter 47; Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans, Chapter 8.




