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Sheep without a Shepherd
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Please Read the Bible Verse:
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Mark 6:34 And getting out, He saw a great crowd, and He was moved with compassion for them because they were like
sheep not having a shepherd, and He began to teach them many things.
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The Wilderness of Human Living
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The wilderness signifies the desolation of human living. The wilderness is the place for the lost and wandering sheep. It is
also the place for the hungry ones who cannot find satisfaction. The wilderness is not related to sin but is related to
desolation. ... All things of human living are tasteless.
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The Wandering of Human Living
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Men are God’s flock, and God is a God who created men and who cares for men. When man lost God, he became a “sheep
not having a shepherd” (Mark 6:34) just like a sheep who lost its shepherd. Because man lost God, man’s living became a
wandering, without a master. There is a saying, “Everything has its own master.” Where is your master? You cannot tell.
You have no master. When you are sick, there is no one to comfort you. When a tragedy overtakes you, there is no one to
rescue you. All this is true because you are a sheep without a shepherd and without a master. ...Because you are a person
without a master, your living has no purpose, and you are just wandering around in the wilderness.

ANENEZE
The Vanity of Human Living
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Those who were with Jesus in that day were like sheep not having a shepherd on one hand, and they were hungry on the
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other hand. They were not only wandering in the wilderness but also empty and dissatisfied. Today’s human living is in
wandering and dissatisfaction, lacking food for satisfying the hunger. Human living is dissatisfied because of the lack of
food. There is nothing that can substitute for food. You might have fame, position, etc., but you are still empty and
dissatisfied. In the wilderness you cannot find food. You have no food, and you have nowhere to buy food. In the wilderness
of human living, you have no way to satisfy yourself. Even if you paid a great price, you would still be dissatisfied. People—
like the monks, nuns, and those who strive to cultivate their morality—all end up dissatisfied, empty, and having nothing to
fill themselves up with.
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Jesus Came
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That day the Lord Jesus came to the wilderness, the place of the desolation of human living. ...Seeing the multitude of the
hungry ones, Jesus was moved and had compassion for them. (Gospel Outlines, Subject 74.)
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Mark 6:34 says, “And getting out, He saw a great crowd, and He was moved with compassion for them because they were
like sheep not having a shepherd, and He began to teach them many things.” His expression of compassion exhibited the
Slave-Savior’s virtue in His humanity, which was carried out by the power of His deity.
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When the disciples suggested to the Lord that He send the crowd away, He answered, “You give them something to eat” (vv.
35-37). The Slave-Savior had compassion on the people and wanted to feed them. (Life-Study of Mark, Message 19.)
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Jesus fed them. This feeding was miraculous, because the bread was not purchased and had not been brought along with
them, but it was supplied by the Lord. This supplying was done through a supernatural power; only Jesus can supply the
bread. In the wilderness of human living there is nothing to satisfy man; only Jesus can supply the bread. (Gospel Outlines,
Subject 74.)
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We all know that the Lord used five loaves and two fishes to feed the five thousand (vv. 38-42). John 6:9 tells us that these
five loaves were barley loaves. In figure, barley typifies the resurrected Christ (Lev. 23:10). Thus the barley loaves signify
Christ in resurrection as food to us. The loaves are of the vegetable life, signifying the generating aspect of Christ’s life, but
the fishes are of the animal life, signifying the redeeming aspect of Christ’s life. To satisfy our spiritual hunger, we need
Christ’s generating life as well as His redeeming life. (Life-Study of Mark, Message 19.)
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Jesus became the good Shepherd. Inasmuch as He has satisfied men and made them His sheep, He is responsible for all their
lives. Formerly, you had no one to lead you. Now that you are saved, Jesus will lead you, and He will become the good
Shepherd of all your life.
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How to Be Saved
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Receive Jesus. To receive is to eat. The fact that they received the bread into them means that they received Jesus by
faith. Jesus is the bread of life and needs to be received by us. (Gospel Outlines, Subject 74.)
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Are you bigger or smaller than a piece of bread? You must admit, of course, that a piece of bread is smaller. Since the Lord

comes to you as a piece of the bread of life, you must say to Him, “Lord, I praise You that You are smaller than [ am. Now
You can become my food. If You were greater than I, You could never be my food.”
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Just five loaves are rich enough to feed five thousand people. The twelve baskets left over signify the overflow of the
riches of Christ’s life supply, which fed people over one thousand times. That five loaves fed five thousand people means
that it fed them one thousand times. Before the feeding of the five thousand, there were five loaves and two fishes; after the
feeding of the five thousand, there were twelve baskets left over. Therefore, after the feeding of the five thousand, more

surplus remained than what was there originally. This portrays the richness of Christ, for there is always something left over
after the multitude has been fed. (Life-Study of John, Message 15.)
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Jesus is also the good Shepherd and needs us to follow Him. To receive the bread solves the problem of the vanity and
emptiness of human living; to follow the Shepherd solves the problem of the wandering of human living. As soon as our
vanity, emptiness, and wandering are over, the wilderness is past. The result of receiving Jesus: Fed - Jesus is the bread of
life, causing us to be fed and satisfied. Led - Jesus is the good Shepherd who can lead us. Feeding solves the problem
of emptiness, and leading solves the problem of wandering. (Gospel Outlines, Subject 74.)
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Reference: Gospel Outlines, Subject 74; Life-Study of Mark, Message 19; Life-Study of John, Message 15.




