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The One Most Forgiven
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Please Read the Bible Verses:
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Luck 7:47-48 For this reason | say to you, Her sins which are many are forgiven, because she loved much; but to whom
little is forgiven, he loves little. And He said to her, Your sins are forgiven.
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Knowing Jesus as God
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This is a story about a Pharisee named Simon, who invited Jesus to have dinner at his house. (Gospel Outlines, Subject 83.)
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Luke 7:36 says, “Now a certain one of the Pharisees asked Him that He would eat with him. And entering into the Pharisee’s
house, He reclined at the table.” In this verse Luke does not say that the Pharisee prepared a feast and invited the Lord Jesus
to eat with him. Instead, Luke tells us that the Pharisee asked the Savior to eat with him. This may indicate the Pharisee
asked the Lord in a rather cold manner; that is, he did not give Him a warm invitation full of affection. Nevertheless, the
Man-Savior went into the Pharisee’s house to eat with him. (Life-Study of Luck, Message 17.)
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Today there are also many who, like Simon, have heard of the fame of Jesus and want to study about Jesus. They even want
to have some contact with Christianity. Do not treat Simon’s invitation as a sincere one or one coming out of believing; he
only cared to investigate a little.
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Although the Pharisee invited Jesus, he really did not know who Jesus was. He had no idea that Jesus was the Lord. He even
questioned whether Jesus was a prophet, saying, “This man, if He were a prophet, would know...” (Luke 7:39). Today there
are many who study Christianity, but they still do not know who Jesus is. Some even consider Jesus inferior to Confucius
or some other great philosophers. While the Pharisee was trying to figure out in his heart who Jesus was, Jesus perceived
the intent of that Pharisee. The Pharisee was talking to himself in his heart, but Jesus knew. This proves that Jesus is an
extraordinary One. The Lord is not only a prophet but One who knows the intent of man. The fact that Jesus knew the intent
of the Pharisee proves that Jesus is God who knows the heart of man. The answer of the Lord was intended to show the
Pharisee that the Lord Jesus was not only a prophet but also his Lord, and He was even the One to whom he was indebted,
the One whom he had offended. There is a twofold meaning in the way that the Lord Jesus showed him that He was the
Lord: (1) the Lord Jesus is God, and (2) the Lord Jesus is the One to whom he is indebted. The Pharisee considered Jesus
only a good rabbi, but what the Lord Jesus did showed him that the One speaking to him was the very Lord who knew the
hearts of men and who was the One to whom all men are indebted. (Gospel Outlines, Subject 83.)
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Knowing Himself
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Verses 37 and 38 say, “And behold, there was a woman in the city who was a sinner, and learning that He was reclining at
the table in the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster flask of ointment; and she stood behind Him at His feet weeping,
and she began to wet His feet with her tears, and to wipe them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet affectionately
and anointed them with the ointment.”
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In verse 39 we see that the Pharisee criticized the woman and despised her: “But when the Pharisee who had invited Him
saw this, he said within himself, This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what sort of woman this is
who is touching him, because she is a sinner.” A considerable crowd in Nain, having witnessed the Man-Savior’s power of
resurrection, recognized Him as a great prophet (7:16). Yet the Pharisee wondered if He were a prophet. He not only doubted
concerning the Savior, but also despised the woman as a sinner. (Life-Study of Luck, Message 17.)
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The Pharisee knew only the sinful woman. He did not know the Lord Jesus, and he did not know himself. The words of the
Lord Jesus helped the Pharisee to know himself. While the Pharisee was doubting in his heart about the Lord Jesus, the
Lord Jesus said right away, “Simon,...a certain moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii and the other
fifty” (vv. 40-41). The Lord showed him that although he may not have sinned and owed as much as that woman did,
nevertheless at least he owed fifty. The woman was like a robber on a large scale, and he was like a thief on a small scale,
the difference being the difference between fifty and five hundred. Not one can say that he does not owe anything. There
may be some difference in the size of the debt, large or small, much or little, but all are debtors. The Lord showed him that
he owed at least fifty. Furthermore, the Lord showed him that he was unable to pay back even that fifty. However large or
small a sin he had committed, he still remained a debtor.




August 8, 2021 Volume IX Issue No0.33

INH R B

Knowing Grace
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The Lord said that both their debts, the five hundred denarii or the fifty, were equally forgiven. The forgiveness of the Lord
is neither casual nor careless, because the Lord is not only gracious but also righteous. The Lord’s grace caused Him to
forgive, and the Lord’s righteousness caused Him to die in our stead. The Lord’s forgiveness must be based upon His
righteousness. True, the Lord’s forgiveness is due to His grace, but it is also based upon His righteousness.
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The Assurance of Forgiveness

REMNELMBRNEEADA - BABERENES - AZAERENRE - BRNREMREEMNIE - TR

“YRESEMSE T -7 (148 ) T AMBEBELEE - SSEE/R 7 - BARBILEE - ME2ENRAINE LA
BHEE -

There is a difference between the fact of forgiveness and the assurance of forgiveness. Some received the fact of forgiveness
but not the assurance. The assurance of forgiveness is found in the words of the Lord. The Lord said to her, “Your sins are
forgiven” (v. 48). Many have believed in the Lord Jesus and were really saved, but they did not have the assurance because
they did not lay hold of the words of the Lord as their assurance of salvation.

SE/ERMUE  MBEFREESE - SHAEREVZNE  BEIVLZRERE - NMIUROLERTEAZH - TIEX
- LEXA - #ARE - WIZMUROEFZRY - FolLUE - (BEEN - —/\BE—/\tl - )

After receiving forgiveness, go in peace. After being saved, you should walk the way of peace and live the life of peace.
You should refrain from doing anything that makes you feel uneasy toward God or toward men. Do only what you feel at
peace in doing. (Gospel Outlines, Subject 83.)
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Love issues in peace. First we believe in the Lord Jesus, having faith in Him. Then we are forgiven of all our sins, and this
brings in love for the Lord. As we love Him, this love issues in peace. We, then, may walk in peace. To walk in peace means
to live in peace, to have a life of peace. When we walk in peace, we have our being in peace and live a peaceful life. This
means that when we believe in the Lord, we love Him and live a life in peace. This is the Christian life.
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We have faith in the Lord, we have love toward Him, and we have peace in following Him. Because we have believed in
Him, we have been forgiven of our sins, and now we love Him. This love issues in a life of peace. As those who love the
Lord, we live, walk, and have our being in peace. (Life-Study of Luck, Message 17.)
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Reference: Gospel Outlines, Subject 83; Life-Study of Luck, Message 17, Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures, Subject
6.




