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The Suffering of the Cross
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Please Read the Bible Verses:
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Matthew 26:28 For this is My blood of the covenant, which is being poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.
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1 Peter 3:18a For Christ also has suffered once for sins, the Righteous on behalf of the unrighteous, that He might bring
you to God,
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The Lord took the form of a man and suffered the punishment which sinners deserve
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The Lord Jesus was the God of glory in heaven. He was the Most Holy One. He did not have to die, and He could not
die. But He had compassion for the sinners of the world. He came into this sinful world and took the form of a man. He

stood in the position of a sinner and suffered the punishment which sinners deserve. He died so that we may have life.
What love is this!
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He lived on this earth for over thirty years, without coming out from under the shadow of the cross for even a day
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When the Lord Jesus was incarnated into the world, He was born in a manger because there was no room for Him in the
inn. How desolate and sad this is! But even today many people have no room for Christ in their hearts. The Bible records
that after He was born, they wrapped Him in swaddling clothes and laid Him in a manger. How cold were the swaddling
clothes! How hard was the manger! He lived on this earth for over thirty years, without coming out from under the
shadow of the cross for even a day. He had no settled home or the luxury of a settled meal. Day by day He had no rest, but
He was leading the world to believe in His coming death and to have the eternal blessing. Although Christ's sufferings on
earth were hard to bear, they were relatively easy compared to His suffering on the cross, where He bore our sins for us.

His suffering in His daily life was a foreshadowing of Calvary. He came, not to live, but to die. He came to die for us, that
we might live.
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He suffered many malicious offenses from the world
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Remember the night He was in Gethsemane. The night weather was very cold. Many people sat and warmed themselves
at the fire (Mark 14:54). During such a cold night, your Savior was outside in the garden, praying earnestly. Even "His
sweat became like great drops of blood falling down upon the ground™ (Luke 22:44). What kind of scene is this! Look!
His captors came!
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Behold, the Son of God taken away by man! First, He was taken to the high priest, Annas. There our Savior was struck by
the hand of an ignorant servant! The Bible says that He was bound as a criminal. He stood in the position of a sinner, and
He suffered what sinners deserve, in order to save them. Our sins afflicted Him! Later, men brought our loving Lord Jesus
to the council for another trial. There He suffered many malicious offenses from the world! He was delivered to Pontius
Pilate the governor and was maligned with the crime of rebellion. But God proved His Son's guiltlessness through Pontius
Pilate. Three times the governor repeated that He was innocent. In order to absolve himself of any responsibility, Pilate
delivered the Lord Jesus to Herod. There He suffered the despising and mockery of the soldiers. They put a scarlet robe on

Him. Did they respect the Lord Jesus? No! The Bible says that they mocked Him. O Savior Jesus, my sin afflicted You!
You endured the insults and bore the shame because You love me.
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Roman soldiers scourged Jesus and crucified Him
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"And Pilate...scourged Jesus and delivered Him up to be crucified" (Mark 15:15). "Scourging" seems to be a common
word, but how much suffering is involved! A Roman whip had a wooden handle and at the end of the wooden handle
were many leather thongs. At the end of each thong were heavy metal pieces. The victim would be tied to a wooden stake,
with his back bared to the whipper who held the wooden handle and whipped with the leather thongs. Three stripes alone
could rip open the victim's body. For our sins, the glorious Christ suffered scourging on our behalf. Did the cruel Roman
soldiers care about our Savior? No, they were just like all the other sinners. "Swift are their feet to shed blood" (Rom.
3:15).
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In reality our sins crucified Him
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At Calvary men crucified Him. Did just the Roman soldiers and Jewish council crucify Jesus Christ? In reality our sins
crucified Him! A cross is constructed of a horizontal and a vertical piece of wood. The soldiers laid the Lord Jesus on the
cross, propped open His hand, and nailed His hand to the wood with large iron nails. His flesh was broken, His blood
flowed, and the pain pierced His inward parts! The same was done to His other hand and feet! Then they erected the cross,
and all the weight of the Lord's body hung on those iron nails! Was God too severe in judging the Lord Jesus this way?
No! The sins of the world are truly heavy! Our sins are numerous! The proper punishment for sins is eternal suffering in
hell. The suffering of the Lord Jesus on the cross was what we sinners should have suffered. God's judgment of Him was
not too severe because we should have suffered such punishment. The work of the Lord Jesus' death for sinners is
accomplished. Therefore, "He who believes into Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe has been

condemned already, because he has not believed into the name of the only begotten Son of God" (John 3:18). Our
sins are like iron nails; they have crucified the Lord Jesus.
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This bleeding Savior can forgive your sins. Why do you delay
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"Without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness™ (Heb. 9:22b). This bleeding Savior can forgive your sins. Why do
you delay? Do not be cheated by thinking that He bled and suffered only as a pattern for man. The Lord Jesus Himself
said, "For this is My blood of the covenant, which is being poured out for many for forgiveness of sins" (Matt.
26:28). Please do not misunderstand; He shed His blood in your stead, and He was crucified in your place. All the
suffering He endured was to bear your sins. "For Christ also has suffered once for sins, the Righteous on behalf of the
unrighteous, that He might bring you to God" (1 Pet. 3:18).
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He paid the entire price so that you could receive a free salvation
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Now salvation is accomplished! You do not need to do anything. The Lord Jesus has completed the work of salvation
for you. He paid the entire price so that you could receive a free salvation. You do not have to pay anything. He came
down from heaven so that you could ascend to heaven. He bore the offenses of sinners so that you could obtain
God's acceptance. He was forsaken by God for a time so that you could be welcomed by God forever. He became
poor so that you might become rich. He died on the cross so that you might live in heaven eternally.

“TN BT - 7RIS ? . SEEZERER - R SR - (E+7330~31 - ) (RIFEXES—ES /M -

RN =—E="m )




September 5, 2021 Volume IX Issue No.37

"What must | do to be saved? ... Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved" (Acts 16:30-31). (The Collected
Works of Watchman Nee (Set 1) Vol. 06.)
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Reference: The Collected Works of Watchman Nee (Set 1) Vol. 06, The Suffering of the Cross.




