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The Need of the Weak
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Please Read the Bible Verses:
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John 4:52-53 So he asked them the hour in which he got better. They said then to him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the
fever left him. Then the father knew that it was in that hour in which Jesus said to him, Your son lives; and he believed, he
and his whole house.
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Jerusalem is the foundation of peace, the dwelling place of God, and the capital city of the King—a place full of peace,
joy, and honor. The Lord went to Jerusalem in the time of a feast. A feast is for man’s happiness and rejoicing. When the
Lord came, it was the Sabbath day. The Sabbath is for man to rest. So this particular day was a time for peace, joy, and
rest. (Gospel Outlines, Subject 102.)
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When the Lord Jesus came, He came as the One who was prophesied in the Old Testament. He was the One who came to
be salvation, life, righteousness, holiness, redemption, glory, and everything to God’s people. But, when He came, God’s
people, the Jews, were fully occupied with their religion. They had no room in their hearts for this coming One.
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In principle, the situation is the same today. Many religious people worship God and try their best to please Him, to behave
themselves, and to make themselves perfect. Yet, it is all without Christ. (Life-Study of John, Message 14.)
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Jesus Met the Weak Person
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In Jerusalem on that day, men should have been rejoicing, but everyone whom the Lord Jesus met was suffering; they were
all lying in sickness and in pain. Pain and weakness are due to sickness. The weakness caused by sickness in this man
signifies the weakness of death caused by man’s sin. Sin brings in death. Death is the ultimate weakness; death is weakness
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to the uttermost. We find that the weak man’s suffering is not only because he is sick; it is also because he knows how to
do what is needed and what is right but cannot do it because he lacks the strength. Man’s suffering today is not only due to
his weakness caused by sin but rather due to knowing that he should do good but being unable to do so. (Gospel Outlines,
Subject 102.)
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The Lord’s Salvation
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The salvation of the Lord was completely unexpected by this weak man. All his attention was fixed on the water of the pool.
So he never expected the Lord’s salvation. The Lord in His salvation was seeking out the man rather than the man seeking
out the Lord. The Lord came to him while he was lying at the pool. He asked him, “Do you want to get well?” That meant,
“Would you like to be healed?”” The impotent man knew nothing beyond the pool, the water, and the angel who stirred the
water. He also knew that he had no hope or ability in himself. So he explained the situation to the Lord Jesus. Then the Lord
Jesus said, “Rise, pick up your bed, and walk.” The impotent man heard the enlivening word of the living, life-giving Lord
and was healed. The reason the Lord’s word can save people is that there is life in His word. The reason weak people are
so weak is that there is death in their weakness. The healing of the death depends on the life. There is life in the Lord’s
word. Once man receives His word, the weakness is changed to strength. The Lord’s saving is by His life. From a human
view this man is in weakness, but from the Lord’s view this man is in death. So the Lord said, “An hour is coming, and it

is now, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live” (v. 25). The Lord’s way to
save man is to give him life and make him a “living” creature.
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The Lord’s Saving Power

FARRARBEMUMAEERITE - BREEMMMZEBHBFF1TE - LATEEE T - B FHED - WNEMBEXECHEF 7
BHOA - NEFHRERESR BT - FF - WK - HAMTFER - tESEGUBIRERITE Y - HSEAK ; fth
ERARER  RKREEXZEHBTFE S BAEABRNATHINE . “BALEER  mZEEEFE S -" "HBAUENE
A BZRBELE 7ZE - BERMEERZAE TER - tIFRKE@N)LFHES - BB &R - tifl
EERE - MIUMEER 7 - NBIZEFRERXRBLENA - WSEXRFENAZEEFT - TARIKZHY
ABENERFESR - FHENER—Dithd - sEM T SFIEL -

The Lord’s salvation was not only able to cause him to rise up and walk; it also caused him to take up his mat and walk.
Formerly, he depended on his mat, so he was being controlled by his mat. But now he controls the mat. For some people
their mat is movies, wine, cigarettes, gambling, etc. We may think that he rose up and walked before he was healed. But
this is not true. He was healed before he rose up, took his bed, and walked. Note the sequence in verse 9. “And immediately
the man became well, and picked up his bed and walked.” “And immediately the man became well” precedes “picked up
his bed and walked.” He was cured before he rose up. He was cured when he heard the voice of the living Son of God. It
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was his hearing of the living word of the Lord that quickened him. Formerly the bed carried the impotent man, but now the
enlivened man carried the bed. The Lord not only made the weak man become strong, but He made him strong to the
point where he could overcome all kinds of habits and obstacles.
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The Result of the Lord’s Salvation
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Peace: Although it was a Sabbath day, this man was lying down without peace and without rest. After he rose and walked,
he had peace and rest. What is the use of the holy city, the holy temple, and the holy angel? Neither the feasts nor the
Sabbaths mean anything to us. They do not do us any good. It is Jesus who enlivens. We all have to see this. This is life’s
enlivening. Joy: When you have God’s life, you have a real joy and a real feasting. Once you are saved, you have the
feast of salvation. Then you can enjoy your salvation. You have God’s presence. God becomes your companion, and you
are in Jerusalem. (Gospel Outlines, Subject 102; Life-Study of John, Message 14.)
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