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The Need of the Hungry
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Please Read the Bible Verses:
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John 6:11-13 Jesus then took the loaves, and when He had given thanks, He distributed to those who were reclining; likewise
also of the fish, as much as they wanted. And when they were filled, He said to His disciples, Gather the broken pieces left
over that nothing may be lost. So they gathered them and filled twelve handbaskets with broken pieces from the five barley
loaves which were left over among those who had eaten.
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The Dissatisfied Human Living
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In this passage John records that there was a great crowd on the seashore, seeking the Lord. The sea is where demons live.
It signifies the world corrupted by Satan. The seashore represents the place where fallen mankind lives. The place where
fallen mankind lives and the dwelling place of demons are adjacent to each other. Men’s sinful way of living on the seashore
is very close to the demons’ life, if not exactly equal to it. In such a sinful living, nothing can satisfy men, and nothing can
supply and sustain them. They were seeking the Lord on the one hand and living a sinful life on the other. They lived in
sins, expressing the dissatisfaction of human life. These people who came to seek the Lord felt a need inside, but they did
not know what their need was. They thought that what they needed was the physical bread. They did not realize that what
they needed was the eternal bread. So the Lord spoke to them with many words and showed them that their real need was
not the physical bread but eternal life. Maybe some of you feel that you need a degree, a family, or something else. But

even if you get all of these, someday you will still feel empty, because what you need is not these things but the bread of
life.
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The Lord is the Bread of Life
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That day the Lord’s words were to lead them to realize that only the Lord could supply their need, because their real need
was not the physical bread but the bread of life. The Lord told them that He was the bread of life that came down from
heaven to give life to the world. The real need of man is the Lord Jesus Himself. The bread of life is the life of the Lord
Himself. It is also the Lord Himself coming as the life of man. Because man lacks life, human living is fraught with shortages.
Man'’s life is a life of shortage and vanity; it cannot meet the need of man. The life of the Lord Jesus is abundant, eternal,
and fulfilling. That is why His life can meet all the needs of human living. Only the Lord’s life can supply man in such a
way, so He said, “He who comes to Me shall by no means hunger” (John 6:35). Not to be hungry means not to be lacking
or empty.
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How the Lord Gave Himself to Man
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The Lord is the “bread of life” (v. 35), which implies that He is for man to enjoy. Anything to be taken in by man must
pass through death. Things such as rice, wheat, and all kinds of vegetables and fruit must first go through death and be
broken before they can be enjoyed by man. For the Lord to become the bread of life, He must also pass through death. So
He said, “My flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink” (v. 55). Flesh and blood being separated signifies death.
When the Jews heard that the Lord could be eaten as the bread of life, they were puzzled. But the way that the Lord gave
Himself to man was by passing through the separation of death. \WWhen He died, His blood was separated from His flesh so
that He could be enjoyed by man. (Gospel Outlines, Subject 102.)
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The Lord’s death was the second step that He took to make Himself available for us to partake of as our food. He died for
us, not in an ordinary way, but in a very extraordinary way. He was slain by being crucified on the cross. This death separated
His blood from His flesh. If you were a Jew living during that time, you would have been very familiar with this. | once
read an article describing how the Jews slew the lamb during the Passover. The article said that the Jews put the lamb on a
cross. Of course, we all know that the Roman Empire used the death penalty of the cross to crucify criminals, but the Jews
used this method long before the Roman Empire to slay the lamb at their Passover. They took two wooden bars and formed
a cross. They tied two legs at the foot of the cross and fastened the other outstretched legs to the crossbar. Then they slew
the lamb so that all its blood was shed. They needed all of its blood to sprinkle on their door frames; therefore, the blood
was completely separated from its flesh.
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The Lord is the Real Lamb for God’s Passover
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The Lord died in the same manner. In fact, His death occurred at the time of their Passover. We have seen that John 6 was
placed in the setting of the Jewish Passover. Thus, the minds of the people were filled with thoughts about the Passover.
With this as the background, the Lord told them that they must eat His flesh and drink His blood. Instead of taking the shed
blood of the Passover lamb and eating its flesh, they were now to understand that the Lord is the real Lamb for God’s
Passover. All of their former Passover lambs were a type of Christ. Now He is the real Lamb who will be slain for them.

His blood will be shed for their sins, and His flesh will be eaten for their real life. On the one hand, His blood will redeem
them from their sins; on the other hand, His flesh will supply them with life.

HARMNSTEE - R0 - ERINFEXKZTNED

He Gave His body and Shed His Blood for Us That We Might Have Eternal Life
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The Jews did not understand this and even neglected the Lord as the Lamb of God. But today we know that the Lord is the

Lamb of God who died for us, shed His blood for the redemption of our sins, and offered His flesh for us to eat as our life.
It is by faith that we take His blood, and it is by faith that we eat His flesh. Then we have Him as our life.
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Verse 35 says, “Jesus said to them, | am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall by no means hunger, and he who
believes in Me shall by no means ever thirst.” The bread of life is the life supply in the form of food, like the tree of life

(Gen. 2:9), which is also the life supply “good for food.” He who comes to the Lord shall never hunger, and he who believes
in Him shall never thirst.
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In verse 51b the Lord says, “And the bread which | will give is My flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” At
this point, the bread becomes the flesh. We have seen that the bread is of the vegetable life and is only for feeding and that
the flesh is of the animal life and is not only for feeding, but also for redeeming. The Lord gave His body, that is, His flesh,
to die for us that we might have life. The blood is added in verse 53, The blood is added here because it is necessary for
redemption (John 19:34.). In verse 54 the Lord says, “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and |
will raise him up in the last day.” Here flesh and blood are mentioned separately. When blood is separate from flesh, it

indicates death. Hence, here the Lord clearly indicated His death, that is, His being slain. He gave His body and shed His
blood for us that we might have eternal life.
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How to Receive the Lord as Life
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To eat His flesh is to receive by faith all that He did by giving His body for us, and to drink His blood is to receive by faith
all that He has accomplished by shedding His blood for us. This kind of eating of His flesh and drinking of His blood is to
receive Him, in His redemption, as life and the life supply by believing in what He did for us on the cross. By comparing

verse 54 with verse 47, we see that to eat the Lord’s flesh and drink His blood is equal to believing in Him, because to
believe is to receive (1:12). (Life-Study of John, Message 16.)
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Reference: Gospel Outlines, Subject 103; Life-Study of John, Message 16; Changing Death into Life, The Need
of the Hungry.




