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The Need of Regeneration
=A
Please Read the Bible Verses:
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John 3:3, 5 Jesus answered and said to him, Truly, truly, | say to you, Unless one is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom

of God. ... Jesus answered, Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.
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If you read through the Bible carefully, you will discover that it emphasizes life. In numerous passages it alludes to life. On

this earth there are many kinds of life with many different expressions. Every life has its own unique expression. You can
identify a life by its distinctive expression.
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The Expressions of Different Lives
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Take for example a bird. You know that it has life because it is living. You can also identify the distinctive expression of
this bird. What is this expression? Even a child knows that a bird can fly. The flying of a bird is the distinctive expression

of its life. There is such a uniqueness with the bird's life. When this unique trait is manifested, it expresses itself in flying.
Again look at a fish. Not only does the fish have life, but it expresses the characteristics of its life by swimming in the water.

EERNZERNMBMLE - 2AWMEEEM - 2R NEMIRMAAERE - SREEY - FABEHK - B8R
BEREK - ABE Y o MRIUEKIFEK - 2ATIEER - MABHHAAS - @HF - MTABEIBEXRZE K - TIERELAH
REHAZ - Al - @RI EHAR - 8B—PRMEKNFTR - BIUFNEBLEABNEDX -

If we compare the fish with the bird, we can see that though both have life, the expressions of their individual lives are
different. A bird can only fly; it cannot swim. A fish, on the other hand, can only do the opposite. It is impossible for a bird

to swim, even if you try your best to teach it. In the same manner, there is no way that you can teach a fish to fly in the air.
Different lives have different expressions. The characteristics each displays allow us to identify them as different lives.
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Since the mode of living is determined by the life it possesses, the question of life has nothing to do with learning and
imitation. If the lives are different, there is no way to change one into another by a learning process. The only possibility

is to have a change of life. If the life is changed, the expression of it will also change. If the life remains the same, it is
impossible to alter the expression.
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The kind of life determines the kind of expression. This is a law. You cannot change it. If you try to change the expression
without changing the life, you will totally fail. Based on the principle of this law, we have a most vital and basic doctrine in
our faith—regeneration.

Regeneration is an Exchange of Life
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Every expression of our living as a human being is based upon the kind of life we possess. A corrupted living is caused by
a corrupted life. To change the mode of living, we have to first change the life. If the life is changed, the expression of it
will also change. There will be no problem with the latter when the former is taken care of. Otherwise, any endeavor will

be as futile as training a bird to swim or coaching a fish to fly. Regeneration is an exchange of life. What Christ offers us is
not merely a change of behavior, but regeneration based upon a change of life.

FEUMREESE
Not Reformation But Regeneration
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Based on this realization, man begins to think of ways to change his mode of living. This is the purpose of so many religions.
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But can this be changed? It is true that man should be clean, courteous, and law-abiding and should be taught and cultivated
in these virtues. But what is the purpose of this education and cultivation? He may improve a little outwardly, but can he be
changed inwardly? We know perfectly well that the inward parts are impossible to be changed. We are not setting up a
debate with other religions; we are presenting only this characteristic! A very crucial point in our faith is the matter of
regeneration, not the matter of reformation.
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Useless to Have Outward Corrections
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Since man is corrupt within, there is no use in correcting him outwardly. | have a friend who came home from Nanking.
When the train passed through Wushih, he bought a few dolls for his little daughter. All of the dolls were made of clay.
They were painted and cutely decorated with bright colors. His daughter was about seven years old. When she got the toys
she was overwhelmed with joy. Immediately she assumed the role of a mother, cuddling the dolls and putting them to sleep.
When it was time to eat, she fed them with food. With her hands she shoveled the rice into the dolls' mouths, saying, "How
come you don't eat?" Alas, the faces of the dolls were smeared with grease and rice! The little girl, acting like her mother,
began to wipe the faces with water and towels. Unfortunately, a black spot appeared when one part was wiped. The more
she wiped, the bigger the black spot became. After a while, the nose, eyes, and ears were all gone. She began to cry. There
was nothing that could be done! Her father said to her, "Throw them away. | will buy you new ones. Clay dolls cannot be
washed."”

The Need of Regeneration
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Therefore, the salvation of man cannot start from the outside. It has to start from the inside. For this reason there is the need
of regeneration. Regeneration simply means to cast off the dirty, corrupted life that we have and exchange it for a
new life. This is analogous to changing a fish's life for a bird's life. There will be no need to teach the fish to fly anymore;

it will fly naturally. At the present we will not mention the way to regeneration. We just want to know what regeneration is.
Giving up a life of sin and replacing it by a holy life is our salvation.
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Born of the Spirit
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John 3:3: "Jesus answered and said to him, Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless one is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom
of God." If a man only possesses his natural life, that is, the life that he originally owns as a man, he cannot see the kingdom
of God! What is the kingdom of God? Romans 14:17 says, "For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit." The kingdom of God is about these spiritual things: righteousness,
peace, and joy. And all these are in the Holy Spirit. Without regeneration, these things are incomprehensible and impossible

to see. If a man wants to see these things, he has to be regenerated. (Collected Works of Watchman Nee, The (Set 2) Vol.
27: The Normal Christian Faith, Section Two: Christ and Christianity, Chapter Eight: Christ as Our Life)
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Reference: Collected Works of Watchman Nee, The (Set 2) Vol. 27: The Normal Christian Faith, Section Two: Christ and
Christianity, Chapter Eight: Christ as Our Life; Christ Being the Burden of the Gospel, Chapter Six.




