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Being Created as a Vessel in God’s Image
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Please Read the Bible Verses:
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Gen. 1:26a And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness;
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Rom. 9:23 In order that He might make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He had before prepared
unto glory,
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The Creator — The Triune God
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According to Genesis 1:26, it seems that before God came in to create man, the Triune God had a kind of “Godhead
conference,” a kind of conference among the Trinity, to make a decision about how to create man in His image and according
to His likeness. The decision to create man was made by the Triune God, indicating that the creation of man was for the
purpose of the Triune God. Thus, at the very beginning when God intended to create man, God decided to do so in His

Trinity. This is why He said, “Let Us make man in Our image.” God’s intention in creating man was to carry out His
economy for His dispensing of Himself into man.
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In God’s Image
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God created man in His image. This means that God made man to have the attributes and virtues that He has. \WWhen God
created man, He created him in His image, according to His attributes and virtues, so that man can express Him through
these attributes and virtues. For example, God has love, and God loves. God also created man that man may have love and
that man may love. God has wisdom and God has His purpose, so God made man also to have wisdom and to have a purpose.

God can think, God can consider, God can love, God can like and dislike, God can make choices, God can have intentions,
and God can make decisions. God created man in the same way so that man could express God.
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After God’s Likeness

HUERZMANENFIZ | @RFSWIINERNER - MEAER - @EMNAE - B URESEMER | mE
SMEWE - BAEFET - —EREWEEANR - WEEERE AN - #EEAHER ? XE2HMARERR - RER

|

X
i




November 21, 2021 Volume IX Issue No0.48

B - alttic+\& - RIANEXRIBEREFEZIN - FHOTAER - 2o+ \EWEFEAUN - B2EHF
IR - mEllAREEN - 2EF/IN - EEANERWN - SIS HN\ELSRNEN - #EANER - ARER
DEREMNVEL - HMNASZBHEYRNEE - XMERMNWER - HMNTEEERZE - B - 850N EN
PRE - BN - AIMERNBRZREMIFIVEN - ERHARMBERIEALE - #ei UARRRE LA
FEI - ARNFRTIZHHER - BIAZRBE@MHEER -

God’s image is His inward being. God’s likeness is His outward form. Inwardly, God has His being with all the attributes
and the virtues, and outwardly, God has a likeness. On the one hand, God is invisible. Since God is invisible, how could
God have a likeness? This is something very hard for us human beings to understand and to explain. God appeared to
Abraham in Genesis 18 in the likeness of a man. We cannot say that God was invisible in Genesis 18 and that He did not
have a likeness. God appeared to Abraham in a visible way with man’s likeness. Genesis 18 shows that God has man’s
likeness. Man’s likeness is after God’s likeness. We human beings have a physical body, and this is our likeness. We also
have our inner being. In the same way, God has His inner being and also His likeness. Man’s outward body was created
after the likeness of God. Before God was incarnated to be a man, He appeared to Abraham in the form of a man. The form
of man is the form of God, for man was created after the likeness of God.
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With the Dust for the Body That Man May Exist
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Genesis 2:7 says that God formed a body for man with the dust of the ground. The physical body is for man’s existence.
Without such a physical body formed with the dust, man cannot exist. When man’s body dies, the man dies, so man’s
existence is altogether dependent upon his physical body.
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With the Breath of Life for a Spirit That Man May Receive God
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God created man with the breath of life for a spirit that man may receive God. This is also recorded in Genesis 2:7. After
God formed man with the dust of the ground to give him a physical body, God breathed the breath of life into the nostrils
of man. The Hebrew word for breath in Genesis 2:7 is translated as “spirit” in Proverbs 20:27. Proverbs 20:27 says, “The

spirit of man is the lamp of Jehovah.” This is a strong proof that the breath of life God breathed into man’s body was
eventually the spirit of man.
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To Produce the Soul so That Man May Live Through the Mind, Emotion, and Will
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The producing of man’s soul is also recorded in Genesis 2:7. Genesis 2:7 says that when the breath of life was breathed into
the nostrils of the body of man, man became a living soul. God used two kinds of materials—the dust for making man’s

body and the breath of life for producing man’s spirit. When these two things came together, right away man became a
living soul. This means that the soul is the issue of the breath of life getting into the physical body of man.
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It is clear that man was made in three parts: the outward body, the inward spirit, and the soul as the very being of man.
This is why 1 Thessalonians 5:23 says that our whole being is composed of our spirit, soul, and body. We are a tripartite
man. The soul is our being with our body as the outward organ and with our spirit as the inward organ. The soul as our
being is composed of the mind, emotion, and will. This is according to the revelation of the Bible. The Bible shows us that
in our soul we have our mind to think, to consider things (Psa. 13:2), we have our emotion to love and to hate (1 Sam. 18:1;

2 Sam. 5:8), to like and to dislike things (Isa. 61:10; Psa. 86:4), and we also have our will to make decisions, to make choices
(Job 7:15; 6:7; 1 Chron. 22:19). These are the functions of the soul.
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The Intention of God’s Creation of Man
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The intention of God’s creation of man is that man may understand God’s desire with his mind, like God’s desire with his
emotion, choose to take, to receive, God with his will, and eventually exercise his spirit to receive God as his life.
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Putting Man Before the Tree of Life,
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God put man before the tree of life, indicating that God wanted man to receive Him as life. We have to see that at the very
beginning, God had no intention to ask man to keep any law, to do anything good, or to bear any kind of burden. At the
very beginning, right after God created man, God only put man in front of the tree of life. This indicated that God wanted
man to receive Him as life, signified by the tree of life. God also warned man that he should be careful about his eating. Of
course, what man did was altogether up to his own free will. What he chose to eat was up to him. But God’s desire was that
man would choose the tree of life, which means that man would choose God as life.
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Man Being Created as a Vessel to Receive and Contain God
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Man was created as a vessel to receive and contain God. This is fully revealed in Romans 9:21 and 23 and 2 Corinthians
4:7. In Romans 9 we are told that God is a potter, and we are the clay. The Potter made the clay vessels, and He made us
vessels of mercy, vessels unto honor, and even vessels unto glory. Our being vessels to contain God is not because we are
so good and preferable to God; it is altogether a matter of God’s mercy. God had mercy upon us, and He wanted us to be
His vessels, so we are the vessels of mercy. We are vessels unto honor because we contain the God of honor. Eventually,
we all will be filled with God’s glory and glorified in the glory of God to become the vessels unto glory. We must see that
God’s creation is to make us vessels to contain Him. We have to make it so clear and so impressive that the creation of man
was just to make man as a vessel with a receptacle, that is, our spirit, to receive God into us as our life.
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Reference: Basic Lessons on Life, Lesson 1; The Fullness of God, Chapter 1.




