December 19, 2021 Volume IX Issue No. 52

BEERERMIEN A
Can Morality Save Us
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Please Read the Bible Verses:
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Eph. 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this not of yourselves; it is the gift of God;
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Titus 3:5 Not out of works in righteousness which we did but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of
regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Spirit,
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God’s Answer is “No”
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Can morality save men? No. Absolutely no. Blessed is the man who knows this fact. Today men think that exhorting others
to believe in Jesus is the same as exhorting them to do good. Little do they realize that exhorting men to believe in the Lord
Jesus is really proving to them that they cannot do good. "For we account that a man is justified by faith apart from the
works of the law" (Rom. 3:28). The meaning of "works of the law" here is to try to do good. The law was enacted by God.
It shows men what they ought to do. If a man could keep God's law, he would be the best person on earth. But God says
here through the apostle that He has reckoned, that He is perfectly clear, that man is not justified by keeping the law and
doing good. What is the meaning of justification? It means that God not only forgives your sins, but reckons you righteous.
In other words, to be justified is to be saved. A justified person is a saved person. God teaches that you cannot be saved or
justified by keeping the law. For this reason, my dear sinners, do not trust in your works, and do not think that you can be
saved by doing good. Stop your own work! Confess that you are a hopeless sinner! Accept the Lord Jesus as your Savior,
and you will be saved.

We are Justified and Saved Because of God’s Grace
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Dear readers, do not be deceived by Satan into thinking that you will be saved by doing good. You must realize that just as
you cannot build a ladder that reaches heaven, you cannot secure God's salvation through doing good. We do not obtain
God's justification through good works. Rather, we are "being justified freely by His grace through the redemption which
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is in Christ Jesus" (Rom. 3:24). "If by grace, it is no longer out of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace" (11:6). Are
not these two verses very clear? We are justified and saved by God, not because of works, but because of His own grace.
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Salvation is by Two Things: God's Grace and Man's Faith
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There are two verses which explain the question of salvation clearly. We can take a look at them. "For by grace you have
been saved through faith, and this not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of works that no one should boast™ (Eph.

2:8-9). After reading these two verses, we should realize that they concern the question of salvation. This is why in the first
sentence there is the expression "you have been saved.” This clearly concerns salvation.
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How are you saved? Is it by good works? No. Is it because you are stronger than others? No. How then is man saved? The
Bible tells us that salvation is by two things: God's grace and man's faith. "By grace you have been saved through faith"
(2:8). Grace is given by God. God has prepared a Savior for us. He has "caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him" (Isa.
53:6) by sending Him to the cross to die and bear all the punishment for our sins. Through His suffering and bearing pain
for us and by drinking the cup of God's righteous wrath, He accomplished a full salvation for us. How great is this grace!
This is God's grace; it is the basis of salvation. Man can render no help; He has accomplished everything on our behalf. God
has now prepared salvation and presented it before us. Salvation is placed before every sinner—it is placed before you.
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Stretch out the Hand of Faith and Accept God's Great Grace to You
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What is the meaning of believing? To believe is to receive (John 1:12). God has prepared the grace. When we receive it,
we are saved. If a man gives you something precious, it is yours when you receive it. When you receive the grace of salvation
which God gives you, grace will be yours, and you will be saved. | must persuade you not to delay but to receive Him now.
I wish that you would stretch out the hand of faith and accept God's great grace to you.
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Salvation is the Gift of God
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Ephesians 2 does not stop at the teaching that salvation is of grace and through faith; it goes on to teach about the nature
of salvation. "This" salvation is first "'not of yourselves; it is the gift of God"; and second "not of works that no one should
boast" (vv. 8-9). "This" refers to the great grace of salvation because the previous sentence speaks of salvation. There are
also two types of "not" in salvation: first it is not of ourselves, and second it is not of works. Perdition or salvation do not
depend on your work, but on whether or not you will accept God's grace. My dear sinners, do not consider all your goodness!
Consider rather your sins! Why would you not come before God with a contrite heart, confessing that you are a sinner, that
you have no goodness to boast of, no merit to depend on, and trust solely in the grace that God has given you through the
cross of His Son? I invite you to come quickly. While you are reading this, please kneel down and pray. Tell God that you
will now receive the Lord Jesus as your Savior. Ask Him to forgive your sins, and be a saved person!
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According to His Mercy He Saved Us
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Let us look at another passage of the Scriptures. "Not out of works in righteousness which we did but according to His

mercy He saved us” (Titus 3:5). After reading this verse, we see that even if we think that we have done much righteousness,

God will not save us because of it. Do we really have any righteousness? "For all of us became like him who is unclean, /

And all our righteousnesses are like a soiled garment™ (Isa. 64:6). We think that our righteousnesses are worth much. But

in God's eyes, they are nothing! We were the sinners. How could we have deserved God's salvation? Yet He has loved us

without a reason. He passed over our sins and caused the Lord Jesus to die for us on the cross, bestowing grace to us.
"According to His mercy He saved us" (Titus 3:5).
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The Way of Salvation: Receive the Lord Jesus as the Savior
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Finally, let me read you one verse from the Scriptures, "I do not nullify the grace of God; for if righteousness is through
law, then Christ has died for nothing" (Gal. 2:21). Salvation does not come through good works. If a man can be saved
through good works, then Christ has died in vain! If a man can satisfy God's heart by doing good himself, God would not
have been so foolish as to send His Son to the world to die in vain and give up His life for nothing. If you think that doing
good will help you be saved, you are nullifying the grace of God. Sinners, God may be foolish, but He is still wiser than

you. If a man can be saved by good works, God would surely not have given up His Son in vain. Since He has caused His
Son to die for us and bear our sins, this proves that we cannot do good and cannot be saved by doing good. He has established
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the way of salvation. If you will receive the Lord Jesus as the Savior, you will be saved. Alas, we are truly sinners! God
indeed loves us! He is willing to receive us! Though we have no goodness to boast of and no righteousness to call our own,
His salvation does not diminish. On the contrary, it is made more manifest. How wonderful this is! | wish that His love
would touch you to come to Him in faith, saying, "O God! | am truly a sinner! | know that none of my good works are
worth anything before You. | pray that You will receive me and save me because of the substitutionary death of the
Savior Jesus Christ." (The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, (Set 1) Vol. 6, Can Morality Save Us)
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Reference: The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, (Set 1) Vol. 6, Can Morality Save Us (Can Man Be Saved by Doing
Good); Christ Being the Burden of the Gospel, Chapter 5.




