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Christ versus Religion
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Please Read the Bible Verses:
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John 5:39-40 You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is these that testify
concerning Me. Yet you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.
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Christ’s Birth Outside of Religion
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The record of Matthew 1 tells how the birth of Christ was accomplished outside of Jerusalem, away from the temple, having
nothing to do with the holy priests. God did not send the angel Gabriel to the family of the priests; God did not send Gabriel
to someone praying in the temple in Jerusalem. God sent His angel to a little town in a despised country, Nazareth of Galilee.
He sent him to a girl, a virgin, in a poor family. Practically everything related to this girl and her situation was outside of
Jerusalem, the temple, and the holy priesthood—the typical and genuine religion. The birth of Christ had nothing to do with
religion; it was absolutely accomplished outside of religion.
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Christ Found Outside of Religion
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Matthew 2 then proceeds to tell us how people found this Christ. He was not found in religion; neither was He found by any
religious people. He was not found in Jerusalem; He was not found in the temple; neither was He found by any priest or any
holy people. We are all familiar with the account of the heavenly star appearing in a pagan country to people with no Bible
and no genuine religion. We know also how those heathen magi exercised their natural mind, concluding that the King of

the Jews should be born in Jerusalem. In so doing, they caused many young lives to be taken. But eventually, they found
Jesus. They found Him mainly not according to biblical knowledge. You remember that when they came to Jerusalem, King
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Herod called the chief priests and scribes, those who had the knowledge of the Bible. They all gave Herod the proper and
exact quotation, Micah 5:2, telling that Christ would be born in Bethlehem. They had the knowledge, they had the exact
scriptural references, but none of them went to see Christ. They were for the Scriptures, they were for the Bible, but they
were not for Christ. ... The Christian religion today is exactly the same in principle. People talk about the Bible and have
the knowledge concerning Christ, but rarely do you find one who really cares for Christ. They care for the Bible, they care
for the prophecies, but they do not care for Christ.
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Christ Followed Outside of Religion
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Matthew 4 tells us that after Jesus was introduced, there were some dear ones who followed Him. Who were they? The high
priests? The scribes? No. They were Galilean fishermen. Some were fishing in the sea, others were mending their nets—
they were unlearned people, but they followed Jesus. They began to follow not in Jerusalem, not in the temple, and not even
in the Holy Land, but in Galilee, a place then considered as “of the Gentiles” (v. 15).

BB 2hEmE

Christ, the Life-Imparting One
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But in the passage we have read in John 5:1-18, we see how dreadful religion really is. In this passage we see a group of
religious people who pay attention to their Sabbath and their God. They are violently opposed to Jesus. They have two main
things against Him: (1) He broke the Sabbath, and (2) He made Himself equal with God, with their God. They not only
opposed Him but even attempted to kill Him. Have you ever realized that this is the attitude of religion toward Jesus? These
were not sinful people; neither were they what we think of as worldly people; they were religious, and they were for God.
Yet they did whatever they could to annihilate Jesus. Jesus is the target of all the arrows of religion.
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The situation is the very same today. The more we live by Jesus, the more we minister Christ to people, the more the
religious people will hate us. But be clear, we are versus them, but we do not hate them. The religious people hated Jesus,
but Jesus never hated them. Jesus was one hundred percent versus religion, but He still loved those religious people.
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Then the Lord Jesus turned again to the Jews and said, “You search the Scriptures” (v. 39). The English translation of the
word search is not adequate. In the Greek it means “research.” The Lord Jesus was saying, “You search and research the
Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life.” This was their imagination: they thought that they could
find life in the Scriptures. But the Lord Jesus said to them, “Besides Me, without Me, regardless of how many times you
read the Scriptures, you cannot have life.” To say that in the Bible there is life is in a sense a kind of imagination. Life,
strictly speaking, is not in the Scriptures but in Christ. If you have Christ with the Scriptures, surely you will have life; but
if you have the Scriptures yet are devoid of the living Christ as the life-giving Spirit, you have no life. ... Jesus said, “...
The more you search, the more dead you are. The letter Kills. You search the Scriptures, yet you are not willing to come to
Me that you may have life.”
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Remove the Root of Religion in Us
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Several years ago some brothers from a certain place learned to pray-read and then returned to their meeting with other
believers to practice it. A general cry of alarm arose, and it reached my ears. “Oh, oh, we cannot take this! The people here
are not used to this!” This again was the story of religion. They reacted just as Peter did when the Lord let down the sheet
from heaven. “By no means, Lord, for I have never eaten anything common and unclean.” But the Lord said, “The things
that God has cleansed, do not make common.” The Lord said in other words, “You may not like it, but I like it.” Eventually,
the Lord gained the victory in that place.

BATLUORBIEA ? EHBETBIET A - EEDAER - HAZAHEIE - WIUSIABRESR - RIIZ KA
MR E—VIRBNSEY) - ROBESRIRAIBRHNSY - B - «BW - BN —EEHT - > (E-—5°
REAG - IREERIT A ?

Shall we limit the Lord? Who knows what the Lord will do and how far the Lord will go. I am not fighting for pray-reading,

shouting, or loud praising, but | am saying that we must get rid of anything religious. You may say that you are not used to
something new, but the Lord says, “Behold, | make all things new” (Rev. 21:5). What would you say? What can you say?
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Today, in principle, we are in the same situation. Christianity today is almost a religion. Do not think that since Christianity
has the Bible, everything is well. Do not think that since Christianity today preaches Christ, everything is fine. In the ancient
times the elders of Judaism had the Bible, and they also taught something about Christ. But Christ Himself was there, and
they did not care for Him. It is exactly the same in principle today.

MERB—TERBEBEL (AWTozer) - HMARIFELFIARAE 7 —RBNE - ERERMEF | SKEBHAZIWIEER
BENRE  mELFES - BRREEXREEIIMMNINZUED - l]Z0#R - "REE ? "Z2EERE
ZHEEABREY - BMESAKNEEH - XAZHHE - JHZEMANE -

Dr. A. W. Tozer of recent years wrote an article shortly before his death in which the main point was this: Christianity today
has its conferences in which they discuss Christian service, missionary endeavor, and so forth. But suppose Christ Himself
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should enter their conference room. They would ask Him, “Who are You?” So wrote the famous minister of the Christian
and Missionary Alliance, A. W. Tozer. This is today’s Christianity, and this is not my word, but his.
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We must be aware; we must be on the alert. Never think that just because someone has the Bible and preaches Christ, he is
all right. We must all be so living with the living Christ, not with anything religious, not with anything of Christianity, not
with anything of tradition, organization, regulation, forms, mere teachings, and dead doctrines. Christ is only Christ Himself,
and Christ cares only for Himself; He does not care for a Christ in doctrine, a Christ in history, or the Christ in your mind.
He only cares for Himself, the living Christ in your spirit. This is the day of the Lord’s recovery, and this recovery is of
the living Christ in our spirit.
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We have seen from the record of the Gospels how the Lord Jesus began to be opposed to religion in the matter of fasting.
From fasting, He began to break through all the religious things. We have seen how He broke the keeping of the Sabbath
and put it aside. Then, in Acts 10 He broke the law of eating unclean things, and in so doing, broke the law of separation
from the Gentile world. Following this, the Lord broke the law of circumcision (Acts 15), and eventually He broke through
the whole religion. He sent the Roman army in A.D. 70 under Titus, the prince of the Roman Empire, to utterly wipe out
Judaism. May the Lord be merciful to bring us completely out of religion and to bring religion completely out of us. (Christ
versus Religion, Chapter 1, 7, 10.)
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Reference: Christ versus Religion, Chapter 1, 7, 10.




