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Facing Persecution
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Please Read the Bible Verse:
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1Peter 4:14 If you are reproached in the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon
you.
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We are Blessed If We are Reproached in the Name of Christ
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In verse 14 Peter goes on to say, “If you are reproached in the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory
and of God rests upon you.” “In the name of Christ” is actually in the person of Christ, in Christ Himself, because the name
denotes the person. The believers, having believed into Christ (John 3:15), and having been baptized into His name (Acts
19:5), that is, into Himself (Gal. 3:27), are in Christ (1 Cor. 1:30) and one with Him (1 Cor. 6:17). When they are reproached
in His name, they are reproached with Him, sharing His sufferings, in the fellowship of His sufferings (Phil. 3:10).
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The reason the persecutions we suffer are the sufferings of Christ is that we suffer in the name of Christ. According to
Peter’s word in verse 14, we are blessed if we are reproached in the name of Christ. Do not think that it is a curse to be
reproached in the name of Christ. This is to be blessed. However, it may be a curse if people appreciate us too highly.
Regarding this matter, we need to have a change of concept.
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The More We Suffer and are Persecuted, the More Glory There Will be upon Us
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The more we suffer and are persecuted, the more glory there will be upon us. This is truly a blessing. | can testify that the
more | am persecuted and evil spoken of, the more | am empowered. Persecution and reproach does not hold me down. On
the contrary, it lifts me up. Therefore, we should rejoice when we are reproached in the name of Christ, because the Spirit
of glory is resting upon us. (Life-Study of 1 Peter, Message 28.)
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Once a Person Turns to God, Satan Will Instigate Others to Persecute That One.
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The entire world lies in the evil one, Satan (1 John 5:19). Satan opposes God continually in every possible way. Satan is
displeased whenever people turn to God, and he will not tolerate this. Once a person turns to God, Satan will instigate others

to persecute that one. Paul once said that we Christians are appointed to suffer persecution (Phil. 1:29). Persecution, therefore,
is the portion appointed to us as believers in Christ.
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Persecution is a suffering. However, trials are not merely a suffering, for trials are a suffering that serves the purpose of
trying or proving us. We may use final examinations in school as an illustration. Students know that final examinations can
be a real suffering and trial. But such a trial is actually a help to the students. If there were no final examinations in school,
the students would probably be careless concerning their studies. But when they know that a final examination is coming,
they concentrate on their studies with much diligence. Therefore, a final examination helps a student learn the necessary

material. For this reason, the parents of those who are students should be grateful for the final examinations, knowing that
this helps their children to profit from their education.
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There are also “finals” and other kinds of “examinations” in the “school of spiritual education.” The “principal” of this
school is our heavenly Father. He has arranged different trials for us, different examinations. All these trials are good for
us. Just as examinations are good for students, so the various trials we face as Christians are a profit to us.
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A final examination serves the threefold purpose of trying, testing, and proving a student. Likewise, the various trials through
which we must pass as believers serve the purpose of trying, testing, and proving us. These trials are surely a help in our
practical Christian perfection, for God uses them to perfect us. (Life-Study of James, Message.)
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The Opposers Will Glorify God in the Day of Visitation
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In verse 12 Peter is saying that if we have an excellent manner of life among the nations, they will eventually glorify God
concerning us in the day of visitation. In this verse Peter seems to be telling the saints, “The opposers now speak evil against

you. But if you live a life that is excellent among them, a life that is beautiful in quality and excellent in manner, they will
observe your good works and glorify God in the day of visitation. As they look upon you, they will realize that you are
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under the visitation of God. Eventually, the outcome will be a glory to God, for the opposers will glorify God in the day of
visitation.”
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I can testify that throughout the years | have seen Peter’s word fulfilled many times. Because they saw God’s visitation of
the saints, a good number of opposers regretted what they had done and repented. The saints were under God’s loving
care in the day of His visitation. Even though these saints were evil spoken of, they lived a marvelous, excellent life under

God’s gracious care. Therefore, God visited them again and again. Their excellent manner of life and God’s visitation
eventually caused the opposers to repent and give glory to God.
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The Opposers Changed Their Attitude Due to the Changes in Our Lives
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Some of the young people in the Lord’s recovery have been opposed by their parents. Several years ago, the parents of a
particular young person may have opposed him strongly. They wondered why he spent so much time attending the meetings
of the church and of the ministry. However, gradually they began to see a change, a transformation, in his manner of life.
Although they did not have the word to describe it, they were witnessing the Lord’s transforming work in their son.
Eventually, they came to realize that he was a person under God’s care, a person under God’s visitation.
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Not long ago, a number of saints testified to this effect in a meeting. They said that in the past they were opposed by their
parents and, in some cases, even persecuted by them. But gradually, over a period of time, the attitude of their parents began
to change. When the young people went home to visit the family, their parents continued to oppose them. But they also
were carefully observing their children. Little by little, there was less opposition and more observation. Eventually, the
parents had a complete change in attitude, and in some cases, they also came into the church life. They observed the excellent
manner of life of their children, and they glorified God in the day of visitation. (Life-Study of 1 Peter, Message 19.)
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Reference: Life-Study of 1 Peter, Message 28, 19; Life-Study of James, Message 1; Life-Study of Matthew,
Message 30; Life-Study of Galatians, Message 31.




