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The Work of the Holy Spirit—The Application of Salvation (lll)
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B. The Functions of the Holy Spirit Who Indwells the Believers (continued)
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4. “Comforter” (John 14:16).
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The Holy Spirit in the believer is not only a seal, a pledge, and the Spirit of life but also a Comforter. The
word Comforter in the original language is parakletos, which means “advocate” or “aide.” In the New
Testament this title is applied only to the Holy Spirit and to the Lord Jesus in 1 John 2:1 as our Advocate, which
in the original language is also parakletos. As the Lord Jesus is our parakletos, so the Holy Spirit also is
our parakletos. The Lord Jesus in the heavens is our Advocate before God; the Holy Spirit within us is our Aide
before us. The two are also joined and connected. Through the Aide within us, the Holy Spirit, our Advocate in
the heavens, the Lord Jesus, always transfers to us what He has done for us before God in the heavens so that
we may obtain comfort and joy. Similarly, the Aide within us, the Holy Spirit, always conveys our different
situations and needs to God through our heavenly Advocate, the Lord Jesus, for us to receive God’s care and
supply. As the Lord Jesus represents us before God in the heavens regarding our blessing and profit, so the
Holy Spirit is also in us and before us, representing the Lord Jesus, to minister to us and take care of us. When
the Lord Jesus prays for us in the heavens, the Holy Spirit comforts and cares for us within according to the
prayer of the Lord Jesus. Although the Lord Jesus ascended to the heavens, the Holy Spirit represents the Lord
Jesus and enables the Lord Jesus to live in us as our parakletos that He may be with us. At all times and in all
places the Holy Spirit serves us and takes care of us, comforts us and guides us.
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5. “Led by the Spirit of God” (Rom. 8:14).
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The Holy Spirit continually leads the believers. He leads us in all things so that we may live before God and
walk in the light of God.
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6. “The Spirit of reality...will guide you into all the reality” (John 16:13).
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The Lord Jesus called the Holy Spirit “the Spirit of reality.” Only the Spirit can enable the believer to
understand God’s truth according to God. He reveals all the mysteries and the meaning of the truths in the
Bible so that the believer can understand them and enter into them.
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The indwelling Holy Spirit not only leads us to understand the meaning of the truths but also guides us into
the reality. He is the “truth” of all the truths. A truth without Him is but doctrine without reality. With Him,
truth possesses reality. He is the reality of the truth.
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The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of reality and the Spirit of life. Therefore, He gives life to the truth, making it alive.
A truth without Him is but dead letters. He causes all truths to be full of life and to be living in all the believers,
causing the believers to enter into the reality of life and truth.
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7. “The anointing...teaches you concerning all things” (1 John 2:27; see also John 14:26; Acts 16:6-7).
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The anointing refers to the moving of the Holy Spirit in the believer (Phil. 2:13). The Holy Spirit is the ointment,
and His moving in us is the anointing. As an anointing causes a soothing and refreshing sensation, the Holy
Spirit’'s moving within us also gives the same kind of feeling. By His moving and anointing, the Holy Spirit
teaches us to know God’s heart and will in all things. If something is according to God’s heart and is one with
God’s will, the Spirit’s anointing will give us a comfortable, joyful, peaceful, settled, flowing, and refreshing
feeling. Otherwise, we will feel restless, uneasy, suppressed, stagnant, grievous, and dry. If what we think, say,
and do pleases God and is what God desires, His anointing will seal and approve it; otherwise, the anointing
will cause us to feel uneasy and without rest until we are controlled and led by Him.
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8. “The Spirit also joins in to help us in our weakness” (Rom. 8:26).
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The Holy Spirit not only teaches us but also helps us. His teaching reveals our weakness, whereas His help

cares for our weakness. He will help us in all the weaknesses that He exposes. In whatever matters we feel
weak, He will help us. Our weaknesses are suited for His help. His help is manifested in our weakness.
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9. “The Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings which cannot be uttered” (Rom. 8:26; see also Jude
20).
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The help that the Holy Spirit gives is subjective within us. He is within us, bearing us to do what we cannot do.
The deepest and most subjective aspect of His help is that He Himself intercedes for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered. He is not only teaching us and leading us to pray but He is even praying for us. His prayer in
us and for us is not with utterable words but with groanings which cannot be uttered. These groanings are
unutterable to us because “we do not know for what we should pray as is fitting,” but they are not
unutterable to Him (Rom. 8:26). We do not know how to utter the burden within us; therefore, we are short
of utterable words to express our inner feelings. Although this is our case, the Holy Spirit uses groanings that
cannot be uttered to pray for us so that we may discharge the burden within us before God by groanings,
groaning out our inner feelings before God. We groan in this way because it is the Spirit within us who causes
us to groan and who groans for us.
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Often when we face a certain situation or difficulty, we do not know how to pray, but we sense a heavy
burden. Although we sense a heavy burden, we do not have the words to express the burden and do not
know how we should pray. It is then that the Holy Spirit prays for us according to God’s intention with
groanings which cannot be uttered so that we may discharge the burden and feeling within us before God
with groanings. The more we groan like this, the more we feel soothed and relieved. If we groan until the
burden is gone, we will utter praises, and our groaning will be changed to praise.
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The Holy Spirit not only prays within us and for us with groanings that cannot be uttered but also leads us to

pray in Him with utterable words, according to the sensation He gives us, not by our mind or our thoughts but
by Him. He not only prays for us, but He also inspires us and leads us to pray.
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