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The Work of the Holy Spirit—The Application of Salvation (IV)

— XRFAEGERBEKNINE (8
B. The Functions of the Holy Spirit Who Indwells the Believers (continued)
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10. “The comfort of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 9:31).
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The Holy Spirit not only teaches us and helps us but He also comforts us. When we encounter sufferings and

grievous situations, He causes us to have the inward comfort of God. Whenever we are sad and grieving yet
sense the comfort of God or a mysterious comfort within, this comfort is from the Holy Spirit.
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11. “Abound in hope in the power of the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 15:13).
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The Holy Spirit also causes us to have hope. Often the outward environment and all its situations cause us to

be discouraged and sad. But there is a certain power within that causes us to abound in hope and joy because
of God. The power of the Holy Spirit in us makes us hopeful.
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12. “Sanctification of the Spirit” (1 Pet. 1:2; see also 2 Thes. 2:13; Rom. 15:16).
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A believer is also sanctified by the working of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit in the believer causes the
believer to partake of God’s holy nature and to be separated from the world according to the demand of
God’s holy nature. He causes us to sense what is contrary to God’s holy nature so that we may be delivered

from it, and He causes us to sense all that agrees with God’s holy nature so that we may partake of this nature.
He also causes us to have the sense of what is holy and to live a holy life.
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13. “By the Spirit...put to death the practices of the body” (Rom. 8:13).
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The practices of the body cause the believer the most frustration. The practices of the body can be put to

death only by the Spirit. A believer’s putting to death the practices of the body is also a work done by the
Holy Spirit within him.
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14. “The law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:2).
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The Holy Spirit in the believer also causes the believer to be released and freed from sin and all kinds of
bondage. Our deliverance from the law of sin and its bondage is not by our determination and struggle but
through the operation of the Holy Spirit within us.
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15. “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness,
self-control” (Gal. 5:22-23; see also Rom. 14:17; 15:30).
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These nine spiritual fruits are all borne by the Holy Spirit in the believers. As He causes us to live a spiritual life,
He also causes us to bear spiritual fruit. A real spiritual living is the expression of the Holy Spirit in us.
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16. “The fellowship of the Holy Spirit” (2 Cor. 13:14; see also Phil. 2:1).
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All spiritual fellowship, whether between the believer and God or between believers themselves, is a function
of the Holy Spirit in the believers. We are able to fellowship with God and with the believers only when the

Holy Spirit has a way in us. The moment the Holy Spirit loses His place in us, our fellowship with God and with
the believers is lost.
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17. “The oneness of the Spirit” (Eph. 4:3).
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The oneness of the believers, or the oneness of the church, is the oneness of the Body of Christ. This oneness
is a function of the Holy Spirit in the believers. It is the Holy Spirit in the believers who makes us one with one

another. He not only causes us to be one with one another, but He Himself is the oneness of the believers and
the oneness of the church. Without Him there is no oneness of the believers or oneness of the church.
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18. “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom” (2 Cor. 3:17).
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The freedom within a believer also comes from the indwelling Holy Spirit. Once the Holy Spirit occupies His
rightful place in us, He causes us to put off all bondage within and without, and thus we are freed.
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19. “Filled with...the Holy Spirit” (Acts 13:52).
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The Holy Spirit lives within us not only to do many things in us but also to fill us. He desires to completely
occupy us inwardly. He desires to eliminate everything that is apart from Him and to occupy all the room in us
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and fill us. He is not separate from Christ and God. Therefore, His filling us is equal to Christ’s and God'’s filling
us. He fills us with Christ and God, causing us to be full of the life and person of Christ and God.
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20. “Shall flow rivers of living water” (John 7:38, see also vv. 37, 39).
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When the Holy Spirit fills us, He flows the Lord’s life out from us as rivers of living water to quench others’
thirst.
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21. “Transformed...from the Lord Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:18).
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The working of the Holy Spirit in the believers is for a glorious purpose, which is to cause the believers to be
transformed into the Lord’s image so that they may be like the Lord. Daily He is changing us within and
transforming our inward parts, thus mingling the Lord’s element into us and giving us the Lord’s image until
we are like Him in every way. He desires to inwardly transform us until the Lord’s life matures in us, causing us
to be full of the image of Christ, according to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ (Eph. 4:13).
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