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Forgiveness (IV)
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VIII. Different Kinds of Forgiveness (continued)
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D. Forgiveness in the Kingdom
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The fourth kind of forgiveness is the forgiveness in the kingdom, which concerns God’s punishment of the
believers in the millennium and will be exercised in the coming age.
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1. Through the punishment in the coming age (Matt. 18:34, see also vv. 21-35).

TAH SRS CRT32) Kih. WA RERRE S S8R, ARIFRRE R
7 Ot THEEERD BB, EAEDSRHNEEHEFREN, AREE—BEAT ORGSR
Hool, ERIFREHAMEME o CRMANNEIR” D IR, BUE B FEIE T Ot Ak e
T E R 2T, BRI A BGERURA IR 50 . XS ATE W, FHEA AR, REEDE
THEEER, 52 7T, ARAEN . TOEERSRLUEERIE, ARRESH, mErESs R, m
S, TR SITAEHE, A RRAREL, BURARCRE A%, ZaMrgmd, 4 a5 R
T T EEN L, KRN+, EEFEMEER) .

The words spoken by the Lord, “It will not be forgiven him, neither in this age nor in the one to come” (12:32),
prove that some sins are forgiven in this age and some in the age to come, that is, in the millennium. In
Matthew 18 the Lord spoke of a believer who did not forgive from the heart his brother who had offended
him. When the Lord comes to judge the believers, that is, “to settle accounts with his slaves” (v. 23), He will
deliver such a one “to the torturers,” that is, He will cause him to be punished in the millennium until he
forgives his brother from his heart (vv. 34-35). This shows that some believers’ sins will be forgiven only after
punishment in the millennium. If a believer sins after being saved, he can be forgiven and chastised by God for
some sins in this age, that is, today. But some sins can be forgiven only after the believer is punished in the
millennium. (Details of the millennium punishment are covered in chapter 48.)
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E. The Forgiveness Exercised by the Church
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The fifth kind of forgiveness is the forgiveness exercised by the church. This forgiveness, which concerns the
fellowship of God’s children, is exercised when the church receives newly saved believers or sinful but
repenting believers, according to the speaking of the Lord in Matthew 16:19 and 18:15-18. In these two
portions of the Word, the Lord clearly shows that the church may loose people on the earth, that is, forgive
them. This does not mean that the church may loose and forgive those whom God has not loosed and
forgiven, which is a heretical teaching of Catholicism. The church’s loosing and forgiving on the earth are
based on God’s loosing and forgiving in heaven. The church can only loose and forgive those on the earth
whom God has loosed and forgiven in heaven. The church’s loosing and forgiving on the earth are simply a
declaration of God'’s loosing and forgiving in heaven.
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Furthermore, the Lord’s words show that the authority of the church to loose and forgive on the earth was
given not just to Peter, as advocated by the Catholic teaching that says only the pope has the authority to
forgive on the earth because he is the successor to Peter. Rather, this authority was given also to the church.
Just as Peter had this authority (ch. 16), the church has this authority (ch. 18).
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1. By the power of the Holy Spirit (John 20:22-23).
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In the evening of the day of His resurrection, the Lord Jesus breathed into the disciples in order for them to
receive the Holy Spirit, and then said, “Whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven them” (v. 23). This shows
that the church forgives people’s sins; that is, the church decides whether a person’s sin has been forgiven by
God by the power of the Holy Spirit who indwells the believers (the church). The church may not forgive a
person’s sins according to its own opinion. It must follow the inner leading of the Holy Spirit; otherwise, the
one whom the church has forgiven on the earth will not be one whom God has forgiven in heaven.
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2. “Confirm your love” (2 Cor. 2:8, see also vv. 5-7, 9-11; 1 Cor. 5:1-2, 11-13).
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Regarding the matter of forgiving a person, the church should be strict but should also exercise adequate love.
The church must deal with, condemn, and even remove a sinful brother who is unwilling to repent (v. 13). But
once he repents, the church should confirm its love toward him, and forgive and receive him. Otherwise,
Satan will utilize this opportunity to damage a repenting brother, who has been removed by the church, thus
damaging the church.
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The sixth kind of forgiveness is the personal forgiveness of the believer. This is the believer’s forgiving of
others today, and it is related to escaping future punishment in the millennial kingdom.
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1. That we ourselves may be forgiven (Matt. 6:12, 14-15; 18:21-35; Mark 11:25-26; Luke 6:37; Eph. 4:32; Col.
3:13).
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Conflicts easily arise when people spend time with one another. After believers are together for a while, there
will be wrongdoings and mutual offenses. Thus, the Lord wants us to forgive and pardon one another. Since
the Lord knows that it is easy for us to offend others and difficult for us to forgive others, He often spoke in
the Bible of forgiving those who offend us. In His teaching, He used not only plain words but even illustrations
of how God has forgiven us. He also spoke of the punishment in the millennial kingdom in order to warn us to
take heed to the matter of forgiving others. This may be a small thing in our eyes, but it is a big thing in God’s
eyes. He spoke seriously both of pleasing God today by forgiving others and of not escaping punishment in the
kingdom if we do not forgive others.
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Since a believer has been forgiven by God and possesses God’s life, he should forgive those who offend him,
according to God’s forgiving grace as well as His life and nature. However, some do not like to forgive others
and have a hard time forgiving others. Although some brothers and sisters say that they have forgiven those
who have offended them, they do not forget the offenses as God does when He forgives. Charles Spurgeon
once said that the forgiveness of some is like burying a dead dog but leaving its tail above the ground.
Although we may have forgiven someone, we still remember his wrongdoing, and we even tell others about
the offense. We continually recount the matter with all its details and speak of how we have forgiven him.
This is not forgiveness from the heart. In God’s eyes, this is not forgiveness at all.
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Failure to forgive others will not cause believers to perish eternally, but it may cause them to be punished in
the millennial kingdom. If we do not forgive others today, the Lord will not forgive us in the coming kingdom

until we forgive them from our heart. To escape such punishment in the coming kingdom, we must forgive
others from the heart today.
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