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IV. Cleansing after Being Saved

BARBAVER B HE, CaFMEaeitd, HEN () WAL HIE BIEE, B4 RS
(=) BABEZBRAEILEE; FrUERARCLE, ATV ZPeif . — 0w B 00 A d A P AT bt At =
MR dr, BRI ASGRE, Friga kK CIRER—Y); — e 2 3 A M BE e JATH TR
PR BA T T T AR5 19

Although we were fully cleansed by God at the time of our salvation, we still need to be cleansed after being
saved because we are still living in the old creation, our body is not yet redeemed, and we still fall and sin. On
the one hand, we need the Lord’s life to deliver us from the life in the old creation until our body is redeemed
and the new creation swallows up all the old creation. On the other hand, we need the Lord’s blood to cleanse
away our trespasses instantly in order to restore our cleanness before God.
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At the time of our salvation, God first washed away our sins by the Lord’s blood so that His life might enter
into us to do its work of cleansing in order to deliver us from the life of the old creation. If the Lord’s blood
had not cleansed us, His life would not have been able to enter into us. Therefore, when we are saved, the
cleansing of the blood precedes the cleansing of life. However, after we are saved, the cleansing of life
becomes primary and the cleansing of the blood supplementary. After we are saved, the major goal of God’s
cleansing is to deliver us from the old creation by His life within us until we are completely transformed into
a new creation. Since we often fail and sin in the process, God still cleanses us moment by moment by the
Lord’s blood and with His life so that the working of His life in us may not be disrupted.
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A. In the Aspect of Life
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From the time we were saved, the Holy Spirit has been moving and operating in us by the Lord’s life, causing
us to put off all that is of man and not of God and all that is not in agreement with God, until we arrive at a
full-grown man, at the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, through the operation of the Lord’s life
(Eph. 4:13).
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1. “Cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word” (Eph. 5:26, see also v. 27).
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Here word refers to the Lord’s word. The water in the word refers to the life that is in the Lord’s word (John

6:63). Like water, this life has the power to cleanse. The Lord is cleansing the church by the washing of this
life-water in the word, freeing her from everything natural, everything of the old creation, every spot and
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wrinkle of man, and every blemish of the old creation so that she may become holy and glorious, filled with
Christ’s divine holiness and expressing the glory of God.
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2. “Let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and of spirit” (2 Cor. 7:1).
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The Holy Spirit’s cleansing of the believer by the Lord’s life purifies the believer not only from the filthiness of
the flesh without but also from any filthiness of the spirit within. The believer should put off all filthiness

without and within by following the moving of the Spirit and obeying the sense of life so that he may be
increasingly purified.
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3. “Purifies himself, even as He is pure” (1 John 3:3).
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The Holy Spirit, through the Lord’s life, will cleanse the believer until he is as pure as the Lord. Therefore, a

believer should obey the Holy Spirit and put away by the Spirit all matters that do not agree with or match the
Lord, until he is pure even as the Lord is pure.
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B. In the Aspect of the Blood

PATESRDR, S, BARMA MR R TR A, ZE3RATT B A SERAT I i AR, B
IE R, (HIRATEHE 2B E. KM J09E, FAZRGTG . BT LIRS AY 32 A B ) BE I 73R4T
Although we are saved and cleansed by God, and although we have the Spirit of God and the life of the Lord

leading us to live a holy life and walk in a pure pathway, we often fall, fail, sin, and become defiled. For this
reason God continues to wash us instantly with the Lord’s blood.
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1. “The blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from every sin” (1 John 1:7).
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From the moment of our salvation until the redemption of our bodies, the Lord’s blood cleanses us from our
sins continually to restore the cleanness that we obtained when we were saved. In the original language,
cleanses means a constant and continual cleansing.
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2. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).
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If we are defiled by sin —unrighteousness — after our salvation, we must confess our sins to God, who will
forgive us and restore our cleanness.
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3. “Washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb” (Rev. 7:14; see also 22:14).
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Robes refers to the works of the saints after their salvation (19:8). Although our works may be contaminated
by sin after we are saved, we can wash them and make them white by the Lord’s blood. We must confess our
sins to God instantly at all times in order to seek His cleansing (cf. Psa. 51:2, 7).
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V. The Result of Cleansing
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1. “They will be as white as snow... / They will be like wool” (Isa. 1:18).
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The result of God’s cleansing us is that we become as white as snow and like wool. The whiteness of both

snow and wool is natural. This shows that the result of God’s cleansing is to make us not only white but even
naturally white, as if we had never been defiled.
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2. “Whiter than snow” (Psa. 51:7).
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The result of God’s cleansing makes us not only as white as snow but even whiter than snow. How pure and
white this is! Hallelujah!
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Reference: Forgiveness, Vol. 1, Ch. 7



