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lil. The Light of Sanctification—the Bible
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1. “Sanctify them in the truth” (John 17:17, see also v. 19).
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In order that we may be sanctified, God not only gives us life within but also the Bible without. The Bible is
the word of God, and the word of God is truth. The life of Christ causes us to possess a holy nature and taste.
The truth of the Bible acts as our holy enlightenment and guidance. The life within requires us to be holy,
whereas the truth without teaches us to be holy. The holy nature within corresponds with the holy light
without, and the holy guidance without activates the holy taste within. These two complement each other.
The more we follow the sensation of holiness within, the more we will see the revelation of holiness without.
The more we read the Bible without, the more the life is strengthened within. The truth in the Bible, like the
inner taste of life, separates us from worldly people. If we read the Bible often, the truth in it will enlighten
and show us what agrees with God’s holy nature and what is contrary to it. This will separate us and our
manner of living from the world so that we may be holy and be in agreement with the holy nature in us. Thus,
others will sense God, or holiness, in us and in our manner of life. If we truly read the Bible, we will see that
only God is holy and that whatever is not of God, whatever is not out of God, and whatever does not cause
people to sense God are common and unholy.
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IV. The Power of Sanctification—the Holy Spirit

(=) “BEXR, FAEE. " PHTRETAT, WE—FEF, HKIAEH—.
1. “Having been sanctified in the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 15:16; see also 1 Pet. 1:2; 1 Cor. 6:11).
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In addition to giving Christ to us as our sanctifying life within and the Bible as our sanctifying light without,
God gives us the Holy Spirit as our sanctifying power for our sanctification. The Holy Spirit strengthens the
requirement of the holy life within us and makes the light of the holy truth outside of us to shine brighter. He
also enables us to answer the demand of the holy life within and to obey the shining of the holy truth without.
These three—the life of Christ, the light of the Bible, and the power of the Spirit—are like a threefold cord,
sanctifying us completely.

(Z) “BERBF), BAEHE. ” E_E+=%.
2. “Sanctification of the Spirit” (2 Thes. 2:13).
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The Holy Spirit always inspires us according to the sense of life and the light of the Word, making us one with
God’s holy nature. Through His life, He causes us to sense, and through the Bible, He causes us to see what

does and does not agree with God. This enables us to live according to God’s nature, which is to live in God’s
nature and become holy.
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V. Positional Sanctification—Past

BAVEA R B BT BRI RE, 0 AR, MK . AR m3E, RBAT—1E, SERE T
BB —DHERFEL. BRI —E, A —@MERENE, BRN—F, HAEEE RG] T
XS, Wl 2ER 1A

The sanctification that we obtain in God’s salvation may be divided into two aspects—positional and
experiential. Positional sanctification is the fact of sanctification that we obtained in Christ when we believed.

Although we may not have the experience of sanctification, we obtained the fact of sanctification in Christ
when we believed; that is, we gained the position of sanctification.
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1. “By one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified” (Heb. 10:14, see also v. 10).
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When Christ gave His body on the cross as a sin offering to redeem us and to sanctify us, He sanctified us

forever. Since we now share in Christ, we also share in His eternal redemption. According to this eternal
redemption, we are separated and sanctified forever.
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2. “Jesus, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood” (Heb. 13:12).
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The Lord purchased us by His own blood so that we might be sanctified, distinct from worldly people. When
we go to shop for a piece of clothing, the moment we pay for a certain item, it becomes separated from all

the others. When we were redeemed by the Lord’s blood, we immediately obtained the fact of sanctification,
the position of sanctification. In God’s eyes we were separated to be sanctified unto Him.
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3. “Sanctified by faith in Me” (Acts 26:18).
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The Lord offered Himself for our sins and shed His blood for our redemption; these are facts that the Lord
accomplished for our sanctification. To partake of these facts, we must believe in Him and be joined to Him by

faith. Once we believe in Him and become one with Him by faith, we become holy through His redemption
and shed blood, thereby possessing both the fact and the position of sanctification.
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4. “You were sanctified...in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God” (1 Cor. 6:11).
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Once we believe in the Lord, His name enables us to share in His accomplishments, that is, His sanctifying
redemption. The Spirit of God then sanctifies us based on this redemption.
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5. “Sanctified in Christ Jesus” (1 Cor. 1:2).
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Once we are joined to the Lord by faith, we are in Christ. Once we are in Christ, we are sanctified. We obtain
the fact of sanctification—the position of sanctification—in Christ. It is in Christ that God acknowledges us as
being sanctified.
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6. “Called saints” (Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:2).
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Our being saved is our being called by God. God’s calling calls us out from the world to Himself. Thus, once we
are called and saved, we are sanctified and become saints. In the Bible saints are those who have been
separated unto God. A called and saved person is a separated and sanctified person in the eyes of God. Not
only were Paul and Peter saints, but all of us who have been saved are saints because we have been called to
be holy unto God.
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7. “God’s chosen ones, holy” (Col. 3:12).
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In God’s eyes, God’s chosen ones are holy because He has separated His elect to be sanctified to Himself.
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8. “The new man, which was created according to God in...holiness of the reality” (Eph. 4:24).
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At the time we were saved, we obtained a new life within. This new life makes us a new man, which was
created in holiness of the reality according to God, that is, according to God’s holy nature. The new man
possesses God’s holy nature and can understand God’s holy truth. We obtained all this upon our salvation.
When we were saved, we acquired the fact of sanctification in Christ. On the one hand, this fact gives us the
position and ground of sanctification before God. On the other hand, it supplies us with a holy life and holy
nature that we may have a holy essence—holiness itself—and ability. Thus, it enables us to desire holiness, to
understand holy matters, that is, the reality of holiness, and to live in the reality of holiness. The position of
sanctification and the life of sanctification—the seed of sanctification—were obtained by us once we gained
our place in Christ.
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