XL EE Vol. 2, Ch. 26, No. 2
Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures May 12, 2024

HiITHRER GO
Doing the Will of God (Il)
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I. The Meaning of Doing God’s Will (continued)
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A. Accomplishing the Will of God (continued)
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3. “Not My will, but Yours be done” (Luke 22:42).
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In the Garden of Gethsemane, the Lord prayed these words as He was about to be betrayed and killed. He
prayed that He would accomplish God’s will, not His own will. The Lord’s prayer tells us what it means to do
the will of God. To do the will of God is to do God’s will, not our own will. After the Lord prayed this three
times, He clearly knew that God’s will was for Him to die on the cross. Therefore, He willingly obeyed.
Whether or not we suffer, die for the Lord, or are even martyred, it should be according to the will of God, not
our own preference or enthusiasm. Enthusiastically volunteering to suffer and to be martyred for the Lord
cannot replace the will of God, nor is it necessarily God’s will. Anything that is according to the predisposition
and pleasure of the self cannot be regarded as the will of God. When the Lord clearly knew that God’s will
included His death, He was willing to drink the cup that the Father gave Him.
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4. “The cup which the Father has given Me, shall | not drink it?” (John 18:11).
FAEZXEFTU M7, TIRIBELET LR ERZIE, M —U . Md, A2 g,
FrUAAAGEANIE, AR . X IRERAT, ERIZIE, BERZMPTH O, HARMIIEL, )
ST AR, PR g M o) %L?ixlz ™, E’)ﬁmbﬂcﬁ’)ﬂ@ﬁ’]ﬁﬁ WA AT S R BB
ZHC, ThREATM B B REIRA, SEAEN, EITMHEE, ARUATEHERF I NUEN, TiL
?ﬁx%ﬂlﬁhi I TE B o ﬁ%f&% jﬁ% A—E R PTEGRAT, BEROMER, FUFRIMET, /1\
R RIEATHIE . F—SRNEEN, EAGNEE., HRE. TREE, HARELETHNE R,
%%IM\‘%WF)TE EABATT ;JLTIM’I:EI’J BATALELU TSR, RH, HBERNE, HEMNER. X 1“3
ARAEMTE R, B SERELER. 20, #LEAM, HEER. EW. BN, ~A—E
M E R DLARMITERSRNN, ARMMER. RNOPERSSR, 235, SURRNE, a0
PR 2 TATTRAER, AR P SCRCIRAT LA R, A A B P S RAMER . ERATZ R0,
oW, HZAZA AL, MM ES AN 2%, NZEEE. RAMIESEAT, RS R
I8, AR E B ERAMER, FOTZ4E, A RETHNEE

The cup of the Father in this verse refers to the Lord’s death on the cross, including all its suffering. Since God
had given a cup to Him, the Lord said that He could not refuse to drink it. This tells us that the Lord’s death
was not according to His preference, although He willingly accepted it. The cup given to Him by God was the
portion God measured to Him. By accepting the cup, He accomplished the will of God and did the will of God.
The Lord’s death is the highest example of doing the will of God. It shows that the criterion for doing the will
of God is not doing good things but accepting what God has measured to us. God has not necessarily
measured many good things for us to do; consequently, good things should not be considered as the will of
God. Even preaching the gospel, casting out demons, and works of power should not be counted as the will of
God if God has not measured them to us. We should not think that good or even spiritual things are
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automatically the will of God. These things cannot replace the will of God. While the will of God is good and
spiritual, good or spiritual things are not necessarily the will of God. The will of God can only be what God has
particularly measured to us. Anything that is good and spiritual must be measured to us to do; it must be
assigned to us by God in order for it to be God’s will for us. Even our love for the brothers should be according
to God’s assighment and God’s measure; otherwise, it may be excessive. Only God’s measure and
appointment for us are the will of God. When we do what He has measured and appointed, we are doing the
will of God.

— AN NAEL S R I AR B AT AR, BRE —UIANEA X H . HEESEL XKH, A—ER
WATH S . BAUEM T EARIER), FrESIRIER, A REATHKEE. RNV T, 2
EULRIRR, 2R bRE. HIBE EGIRATE W, MU brtE. EEERATE N, RAITZHM
ML, ZZAMAISIRL, AZBRIMTA SRR, BUIAKEE, REM 4. RERAIT ERAIME
K1, wRBATMBNEE AL AT, BATWRIZEIF, HBAME T, SR2ETHNER. 7 KER
J5LR, ARy R RIS , ENTE SR B 2 AN K AN, E%mﬁ%yh“%m flA I
THUREAT M E R, WMEREXN. BT SR, 2R U bR, RUMEEEM, A
ElE%L;\ EEHEN, AULHCKEZ, MAREENE; /\ﬂlftf¢577% 2N, MRS, A
HENRREZ 2T, Z AR,

One who follows the Lord certainly must deal with sin and do away with all lawlessness and unrighteousness.
However, doing lawful, righteous acts is not necessarily doing the will of God. We must do what God wants us
to do and what He measures for us to do in order for it to be considered as doing the will of God. When we
first begin to follow the Lord and desire to please Him, our standard is typically what we consider to be good,
but slowly the Lord shows us that we need to take God as our standard. The Lord wants us to be His slaves,
receiving His direction and not deciding anything according to our opinion or others’ perceptions. As long as
something is according to the Lord’s desire, we should do it even if we as well as others may think that it is
wrong. This is doing the will of God. On Mount Sinai, God ordered the Levites to kill their brothers. From the
human viewpoint, this seems wrong, but God wanted them to do it. When they did as God directed, they
were doing the will of God, and they pleased God. In doing God’s will, God is the only standard, and His
intention is the only rule. Neither goodness nor morality is the criterion. Neither our own preference nor our
human view is the deciding factor. We should not live under man’s evaluation or be influenced by man but
live under God’s enlightenment and governance.
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5. “Setting your mind on the things of God...Let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me”
(Matt. 16:23-24).
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To follow the Lord is to set our mind on the things of God. According to what the Lord said in these verses, the
requirements for setting our mind on the things of God are to deny our self and take up our cross. Verse 25
shows that denying our self and losing our soul-life are absolutely related to one another. The self is the soul,
or soul-life. The important components of our soul are the mind, the will, and the emotion. The soul has the
functions of thinking, willing, and feeling. Therefore, to deny the self is to deny the things of the soul. This is to
deny our own thoughts, that is, our own views; to deny our own will, that is, our own decisions; and to deny
our own emotion, that is, our own likes and dislikes. We must deny and reject whatever is of our own thought,
view, will, decision, predisposition, and likes in order to set our mind on the things of God and to follow the
Lord and do the will of God.
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The Lord spoke this word after He told the disciples that He was going to Jerusalem to die. After hearing the
Lord’s word, Peter exhorted Him, saying, “God be merciful to You, Lord! This shall by no means happen to
You!” (v. 22). Then the Lord said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me, for you
are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of men” (v. 23). Peter’s human concern and
love for the Lord had an element of Satan in them. Satan can cause people to love the Lord from their self,
which keeps them from setting their mind on the things of God. Instead, he causes them to set their mind on
the things of man. Satan does not cause people to do the will of God; he causes them to do their own will.
Satan uses good things to influence and enter into people’s opinions, and then he stirs up the self to cause the
self to be active to hinder the will of God. This is the reason that the Lord spoke of denying our self, giving up
our self, and denying our own will, especially in good matters. Good things are opposed to the will of God.
They serve only as a means for a display of our self and our will. Satan uses good things to ruin God’s will.
Therefore, if we want to do the will of God, we must guard against our self, that is, our views and our
intention to do good.
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Many think that taking up the cross means to suffer or to suffer for the Lord. However, to suffer—even to
suffer for the Lord —is not necessarily to set our mind on the things of God or to do the will of God.
Suffering — especially suffering for the Lord — can sometimes be according to our own will, preference, or
choice and thus is not the will of God. If it is not what God has ordained for us or what God has measured to
us, it comes from our self. To truly take up the cross is to set our mind on the things of God and to do the will
of God. The will of God always kills our self-life. Therefore, taking up the cross is not about suffering but about
denying the self. It is not about causing the self to suffer but about putting the self in the position of death,
because the goal of the cross is death, not suffering. When the Lord was crucified, we were crucified with Him
on the cross. Now we need to not only confess this death but to remain in the death of the cross. Through the
death of the cross, we can stand in the position of death to deny everything of the self, including our will, view,
preference, and choice. This is the taking up of our cross. When we take up the cross, we follow the Lord, set
our mind on the things of God, and do the will of God.
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