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Being Filled with the Holy Spirit (1)
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Being filled with the Holy Spirit is a great topic in the Bible, and it has been the subject of much debate
throughout the past centuries. Thus, it requires careful explanation. We look to the Lord for His special grace
to bring us into the truth concerning this matter through the Spirit of reality who indwells us. We need to pray
for this, and we need to prepare our spirit and our mind. If we desire to understand and receive the truth, we
need an open spirit and a clear mind. We must use our spirit to receive the truth because truth is received in
our spirit, but truth must first pass through the understanding of our mind. If truth does not pass through the
understanding of our mind, it will not be possible to receive it in our spirit. Thus, we need a clear and
adequate train of thought. However, it is not enough to simply use our mind to understand God’s truth. We
must also use our spirit to contact the truth in order to touch spiritual reality. In addition to understanding the
truth with our mind, we must also receive the reality of God’s truth with an open spirit in order to gain the life

supply.
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There is also a distinction between objective knowledge and subjective experience in regard to every truth.
The significance of this distinction is great, particularly as it relates to the matter of being filled with the Holy
Spirit. In the past and even now, some emphasize objective knowledge of this matter whereas others
emphasize subjective experience. Those who emphasize the objective aspect place too much emphasis on the
doctrine of being filled with the Holy Spirit. They use their mind to study the filling of the Holy Spirit, but they
do not pursue the experience of being filled with the Holy Spirit in their spirit. Conversely, those who
emphasize the subjective aspect pay too much attention to the experience of being filled with the Holy Spirit,
but they completely neglect the doctrine concerning the filling of the Holy Spirit. They seem to use only their
spirit, not their mind. Those who emphasize the objective side are rich in Bible knowledge but lacking in
spiritual experience; consequently, they fall into emptiness and death. Those who emphasize the subjective
side have an abundance of spiritual experience but lack Bible knowledge; consequently, they fall into
instability and error. Therefore, we beg the Lord to have mercy on us so that we would place equal emphasis
on both knowledge and experience in order to avoid the emptiness and death that come from being too
objective and the instability and error that come from being too subjective. For this, we must exercise not
only our mind to understand the doctrine and truth concerning the filling of the Holy Spirit but also our spirit
to pursue the experience and gain the reality of being filled by the Holy Spirit.
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I. Two Aspects of the Holy Spirit



XL EE Vol. 3, Ch. 27, No. 1
Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures June 16, 2024

A% RiGERMEIRANE N, ERAERNS LRI X2 SRS VBRI, %%
FA e (5FAZHAMEE) &, AR AT Z IR 22 R FEHIXFF, 5t
%Ezﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ?diMEWﬁo

The Bible clearly shows that there are two aspects of the Holy Spirit in relation to us. People who have been
greatly used by the Lord, such as Andrew Murray, C. H. Mackintosh (the author of Notes on the Pentateuch),
and others, acknowledge this matter. If we want to accurately understand the filling of the Holy Spirit, we
must understand what the Bible says about these two aspects.
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A. The Expression of the Two Aspects
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1. “The Spirit of reality...shall be in you” (John 14:17).
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In this verse the Lord clearly said that when the Holy Spirit came, He would be in us.
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b. Upon

(=) ‘ER--FERMLEE.  TE-F)\WEX Bin=+0=N+A5.

1. “The Holy Spirit comes upon you” (Acts 1:8; see also Luke 24:49).
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On the one hand, the Lord said that the Holy Spirit would be in us, and on the other hand, He said that the
Spirit would be upon us. Being upon is outward, and it is absolutely different from being in. Therefore, the
Lord’s expressions show that there are two distinct aspects of the Holy Spirit in relation to us: an inward
aspect and an outward aspect.
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B. The Promise of the Two Aspects
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a. The Lord’s Promise of the Comforter—before His Death
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1. “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Comforter...even the Spirit of reality...and shall be in
you”; “But if | go, | will send Him to you” (John 14:16-17; 16:7; see also 14:26; 15:26).
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The Lord spoke these words to His disciples before His death. Before He left, He promised that He would send
the Holy Spirit as the Comforter.
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b. The Father’s Promise of Power—Promised by the Father in the Old Testament and Restated by the Lord
after His Resurrection
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1. “l send forth the promise of My Father upon you; but as for you, stay in the city until you put on power
from on high”; “Wait for the promise of the Father...You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
upon you” (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-8).
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The Lord spoke these words after His resurrection and before His ascension. He repeated the Father’s promise
in the Old Testament concerning the Holy Spirit to His disciples, promising to pour out the Holy Spirit upon
them as power when He ascended to the heavens. The aspect of the Holy Spirit as power is different from the
aspect of the Holy Spirit as the Comforter. As the Comforter, He enters into the disciples, but as power, He
comes upon them. Therefore, the Lord’s promise before His death and His promise after His resurrection
relate to the two aspects of the Holy Spirit.
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