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Being Filled with the Holy Spirit (X)
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lll. The Outward Filling (continued)

RO S EBEER 7K A
B. The Function of Being Filled Outwardly with the Holy Spirit
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a. Causing Spiritual Work to Have Power
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1. “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you shall be My witnesses...unto the
uttermost part of the earth”; “As the day of Pentecost was being fulfilled...They were all filled with the Holy
Spirit” (Acts 1:8; 2:1, 4; see also Luke 24:49).
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Being filled with the Holy Spirit inwardly is for our spiritual living and causes our spiritual life to mature. Being
filled with the Holy Spirit outwardly is for our spiritual work and causes our spiritual work to have power.
Being filled with the Holy Spirit inwardly for life is good, but it is not adequate for the work. Peter and the
early apostles were filled with the Holy Spirit inwardly before the day of Pentecost, but they were unable to
work for the Lord because they had not been filled with the Holy Spirit outwardly to work for the Lord in
power. When they were filled with the Holy Spirit outwardly by receiving the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of power,
they were empowered to do a great and efficacious work for the Lord.
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The Holy Spirit within us causes us to repent, to listen to God’s word, and to know the Lord. The Holy Spirit
upon us causes others to repent, to listen to God’s word, and to know the Lord. Many who are saved and
come to the Lord are unable to bring others to salvation and to the Lord because they lack the outward filling
of the Holy Spirit. They have the Holy Spirit inwardly but not outwardly. They are lacking in zeal and courage.
They are embarrassed and regard the preaching of the gospel as a difficult matter. They are not released and
do not have power. They are restrained, they retreat, and they cannot testify for the Lord. Those who receive
the outward filling of the Holy Spirit burn with zeal and have a double portion of boldness. When they preach
the gospel, they are not embarrassed or afraid of difficulties. They are released and free, strong and
empowered. They do not retreat but bravely testify for the Lord.
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Many brothers and sisters read the Bible, pray, and truly love the Lord, but they are not released in their
gospel preaching and are afraid to testify for the Lord. They even find it difficult to open their mouths in the
meetings. This is because they have the Holy Spirit inwardly but not outwardly. If they pursue this matter, one
day they will experience the outward filling of the Holy Spirit, and their spiritual condition will have a great
change. They will be bolder, and they will become “thick-skinned.” They will testify to others and open their
mouths in the meetings, and they will not have the slightest fear of preaching the gospel to a crowd or of
speaking and singing on the streets. At Pentecost those unlearned Galilean fishermen received the outward
filling of the Holy Spirit upon them, and they were greatly released. They did not have the slightest concern.
They were not afraid of the opposition or the threatenings of those in authority. They had great power and
boldness to testify for the Lord, and they influenced thousands of people. If the brothers and sisters in our
gospel groups were all filled with the Holy Spirit outwardly, people would be moved whenever we went out. |
truly hope that every brother and sister in a gospel group would pursue the outward filling of the Holy Spirit in
order to be empowered. Once we are filled with the Holy Spirit outwardly, we will be released and bold. We
will not be afraid. We will know only how to testify for the Lord and how to treasure people’s souls. When
people meet us, they will be moved. If we want to testify and work for the Lord, we must seek the outward
filling of the Holy Spirit. | hope that the brothers and sisters would pursue this matter in small groups
consisting of a few saints. If we do not have the outward filling of the Holy Spirit, we will not have the power
to work for the Lord. If we want to gain this power, we must pursue the outward filling of the Holy Spirit.
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1. “Having been exalted to the right hand of God and having received the promise of the Holy Spirit from
the Father, He has poured out this which you both see and hear...Therefore let all the house of Israel know
assuredly that God has made Him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you have crucified” (Acts 2:33, 36).
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The outward filling with the Holy Spirit not only gives us power to testify for the Lord but also proves Jesus’
ascension and exaltation. Furthermore, the outward filling of the Holy Spirit empowers us by bringing us into a
heavenly condition.

The Holy Spirit who fills us outwardly has been poured out by the ascended Lord; He has come down from the
ascended Lord, bringing the heavens and the Lord’s heavenly condition to us. When we receive the outward
filling of the Holy Spirit, we feel as if we are in a heavenly condition. The exalted and glorified Lord Jesus upon
His throne is before our eyes, enabling us to ignore every situation and difficulty on earth and to testify for the
Lord in the heavens by the power from the heavens.

ERFFARAN T L, AREEATA SR EROES, IFH BB AR S L& LB RIER. X
HEEGE, ETRTIR, Sl RIS AR AN TR T A WAE I, AR e Al sE fE AT & B WL —
TR REES, wARMITA LM BN, JiR R EMA. RERBEREMITS L, SRR 2
T SR ERER, Wamp AEMATS EF R ERDES. Brel, JATEAAM Foy R B AR
WAE, i BRGNS R ERSEPR, FATHIL UG £ R 786, NS 2R ERRE



XL EE Vol. 3, Ch. 27, No. 10
Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures August 18, 2024

When the Holy Spirit falls upon us, not only do we feel our heavenly condition, but others can sense our
heavenly condition. When the early apostles stood up on the day of Pentecost and testified of the ascended
Lord, the listeners noticed their heavenly condition (v. 37). When the heavenly power was poured upon the
apostles, others were affected by their heavenly condition. Thus, if we want to testify for the Lord in the
heavens to enable people on earth to feel the reality in the heavens, we must be outwardly filled with the
Holy Spirit in order to gain the heavenly power.
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C. The Patterns of the Outward Filling with the Holy Spirit
— BFERAXIE— TR _E—ZE2+=F
1. Peter and the Disciples - “They were all together in the same place” (Acts 2:1).
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Peter and the first one hundred twenty disciples were filled outwardly with the Holy Spirit on the day of
Pentecost. They pursued this matter together and received it together. When they received it, there was a
sound out of heaven, as of a rushing violent wind, and the Holy Spirit filled the whole house where they were
sitting. There appeared to them tongues as of fire, which were distributed and sat on each one of them. They
were all outwardly filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, even as the Spirit gave
them to speak forth. They were in such a released condition that people jeered and said that they were full of
new wine as if they were drunk. They not only received the Holy Spirit at this point, but they continued to be
filled outwardly with the Holy Spirit (4:8, 31).
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2. The Samaritan Believers - “Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the Christ to
them...They believed...And they received the Holy Spirit” (Acts 8:5, 12, 17).
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When the early Samaritan believers believed and were baptized, the Holy Spirit had not yet fallen upon them.

They did not obtain the outward filling of the Holy Spirit until Peter and John came to lay hands on them. At
that point they received it, and when they did, others saw it.
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3. Saul - “As he went...a light from heaven flashed around him... Ananias went away and entered into the

house; and laying his hands on him, he said, Saul, brother, the Lord has sent me...so that you may receive
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 9:3, 17).

HY GREUEHIRY) EXSENE EHSEE, & 7T = RAFTERBWEENZEE, KEMILT,
M A 5 R 7l . MAFE LR A I RHE, CRMMIRE, WEUEH. b2 A AEEX—k, M
JaIR kS ‘WERwE o (ET=9, F3C. )

Saul (who later became Paul) repented and believed in the Lord on the road to Damascus. Three days later
Ananias was sent by the Lord to lay hands on him. Then Saul received the outward filling of the Holy Spirit.
When he was filled outwardly, he recovered his sight. He did not receive the outward filling only once; rather,
he continued to be filled with the Holy Spirit (13:9).
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4. The Household of Cornelius - “While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all
those hearing the word” (Acts 10:44).
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While Peter was preaching the gospel to those in the household of Cornelius, they heard, believed, and
received the outward filling of the Holy Spirit. When they received this filling, they spoke in tongues and
magnified God. Peter and the Jewish believers who came with him were witnesses of this filling.
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5. The Ephesian Believers - “When Paul laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they
spoke in tongues and prophesied” (Acts 19:6).
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Twelve of the early Ephesian believers were like the Samaritan believers who believed in the Lord and were

saved, but who did not receive the outward filling of the Holy Spirit. When Paul came and laid hands on them,
however, they received the outward filling. At that time they spoke in tongues and prophesied.
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The five preceding examples occurred after the day of Pentecost. Peter with the disciples and those in
Cornelius’s house were the two groups of believers who received the outward filling of the Holy Spirit directly
from Christ the Head. The rest were filled outwardly through the laying on of hands by those representing
the Body of Christ.
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Other Examples: The New Testament gives three other examples of being filled outwardly with the Holy Spirit
before the day of Pentecost.
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1. “He will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb” (Luke 1:15).
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John the Baptist was filled with the Holy Spirit from his mother’s womb. Therefore, he was able to be a
powerful witness who prepared the way of the Lord.
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2. “Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit” (Luke 1:41).
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Elizabeth, who was pregnant with John the Baptist, was filled with the Holy Spirit when she heard the greeting

of Mary, who was pregnant with the Lord Jesus. For this reason she could speak such a spiritual word in the
following verses.
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3. “Zachariah...was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied” (Luke 1:67, see also vv. 68-79).
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Zachariah, the father of John the Baptist, was filled with the Holy Spirit on the day that John was named.
Therefore, he could prophesy and utter high and spiritual praises.

Bk BLETE, L8 WERTH
Reference: Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures, Vol. 3, Ch. 27 Being Filled with the Holy Spirit



