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Being Filled with the Holy Spirit (V1)
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Il. The Inward Filling
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Since there is an inward and an outward aspect in the Holy Spirit’s relationship with the believers, there is an
inward and an outward aspect to being filled with the Holy Spirit. The different aspects of the filling of the
Holy Spirit are even referenced in the New Testament with different words in Greek. These words were
chosen by the Holy Spirit. In Greek two different words are used to speak of the Holy Spirit’s inward filling and
the Holy Spirit’s outward filling. When the Bible speaks of the inward filling of the Holy Spirit, it uses the word
pleroo. The original meaning of this word is “to fill,” as when water or air fills a vessel. Therefore, it refers to
the Holy Spirit’s inward filling.
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A. The Lord’s Commandment
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1. “Be filled in spirit” (Eph. 5:18).
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This verse speaks of the Holy Spirit’s inward filling. According to the Lord’s commandment in the Bible, the
believers are charged to be filled in spirit. When we are filled with the Holy Spirit, we are following the Lord’s

commandment. If we are not filled inwardly, we are disobeying the Lord’s commandment. We should pursue
the inward filling of the Holy Spirit.
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B. The Inward Filling of the Holy Spirit Being for Spiritual Living and Causing Our Spiritual Life to Mature
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Being filled inwardly by the Holy Spirit is for spiritual living, and it causes our spiritual life to mature. This is the
spontaneous function of the Holy Spirit’s inward filling. If we are not filled with the Holy Spirit inwardly, we
cannot have a daily life that is according to the Spirit, and it will be impossible for our spiritual life to mature.
Both a spiritual living and spiritual maturity depend upon our being filled with the Holy Spirit inwardly.
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1. “The disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 13:52).
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The early disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. Joy comes out of life, and it is expressed

through living. Therefore, the filling of the Holy Spirit in this verse refers to the inward aspect of life, which is
for life and living.
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2. “Look therefore carefully how you walk...Understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not be drunk
with wine...but be filled in spirit,...being subject to one another in the fear of Christ” (Eph. 5:15-21).
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The conditions spoken of in these verses, including walking carefully, understanding the will of the Lord, not
being drunk with wine, fearing Christ, and being subject to one another in the fear of Christ, are all part of a
spiritual living. Therefore, there is an aspect of being filled with the Holy Spirit that is related to our spiritual
living. We must be filled with the Holy Spirit inwardly, allow the Holy Spirit to have the authority, and receive
the discipline of the Holy Spirit so that we can have a spiritual living that is pleasing to God.
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C. Being Full of the Spirit after Being Filled
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a. With the Holy Spirit Inwardly
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1. “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit...was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, while being tempted for forty days”
(Luke 4:1).
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After we are filled with the Spirit inwardly, we are full of the Holy Spirit. Fill is a verb, and full (pleres in Greek)
is an adjective. Thus, filling is the process, and being full is a condition that results from passing through the
process. To be filled is to go through a gate, but to be full involves maintaining a condition constantly. We
need to be filled with the Holy Spirit to arrive at the level of being full of the Holy Spirit, and we need to
maintain a condition of being full of the Holy Spirit. The Lord Jesus was filled inwardly with the Holy Spirit and
full of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, He could be led by the Holy Spirit and also victoriously pass through Satan’s
temptations.
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2. “Look for seven well-attested men from among you, full of the Spirit and of wisdom” (Acts 6:3).
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In the early church after Pentecost, all the possessions of the believers were common to them (4:32), so there
was a need for some to oversee the daily dispensing (6:1). They chose seven men who were full of the Spirit
and of wisdom. Overseeing the daily dispensing requires not only wisdom but also a proper living. Therefore,
the men who were chosen were full of the Holy Spirit. They were not filled with the Holy Spirit for a short
period of time; they were constantly full of the Holy Spirit. As a result, their life was rich and full of wisdom.
This enabled them to bear the burden of the very difficult matter of overseeing the daily dispensing for many
people.
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3. “Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5).
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Stephen was constantly full of the Holy Spirit inwardly; he was not one who was filled for only a short period
of time. Thus, he had a rich life and the wisdom to oversee the daily dispensing of food for many people and
also a victorious life and faith to stand firm for the Lord even unto death.
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4. “Being full of the Holy Spirit, he looked intently into heaven” (Acts 7:55).
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Stephen kept himself in a position of being full of the Holy Spirit. His persecutors were exasperated with him
and gnashed their teeth, but he was full of the Holy Spirit. He was able to be faithful unto death and to be
martyred for the Lord because he was full of the Holy Spirit.
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5. “He was a good man and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith” (Acts 11:24).
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This verse refers to Barnabas, who, as a person full of the Holy Spirit, was also a good man and a person full of
faith.
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