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In the first sixteen topics we saw the aspects of God's salvation. Now we will study matters that one must
practice after being saved. The first of these concerns baptism.
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God’s interaction with man and the service He requires of man can be divided into the age of the Old
Testament and the age of the New Testament. The former is a type of the latter. Thus, the former is a shadow
and prefigure, and the latter is the reality, the body of the shadow. In the Old Testament age of shadows and
prefigures, service was a matter of rituals and ordinances; in the New Testament age of truth and reality,
service is a matter of spirit and life. Nevertheless, in the New Testament age there are at least four matters
that God wants man to practice, which from their outward appearance seem to be rituals and ordinances.
These four matters are baptism, the laying on of hands, head covering, and the breaking of bread. Although
God abolished the rituals and ordinances of the Old Testament and requires man to serve Him in spirit and
reality in the New Testament, He requires man to practice four matters that seem to be rituals and ordinances.
This proves that these four matters are very important in God's eyes; therefore, we should pay attention to
them and not despise them. Actually, they are not matters of ritual and ordinance; rather, they are practical
steps and concrete processes through which we receive, obtain, enjoy, and utilize God's salvation and all its
blessings. All that God accomplished and prepared for us in Christ, all that He wants to give us in the new
covenant, is dispensed into us through these practical steps and concrete processes. Therefore, if a believer
wishes to completely and fully receive and enjoy God's salvation in His Son, he must properly appreciate and
practice these steps and processes. The first of these is baptism.
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I. The Importance of Baptism
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1. “The baptism which John proclaimed” (Acts 10:37; see also Luke 3:3).
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At the beginning of the New Testament age, the first thing God did was to send John the Baptist to proclaim
baptism. John was the first servant sent by God at the beginning of the New Testament, and the baptism
preached by him was God’s first message in the New Testament. This shows the importance of baptism in
God’s plan and arrangement. We can say that baptism began the New Testament. Just as the teaching of
baptism was God’s way of beginning the New Testament age, the practice of baptism is man's way to begin to
enjoy the blessings of the New Testament.
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2. “It is fitting for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness” (Matt. 3:15).
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We see the importance of baptism even more in the fact that the Lord Jesus also needed to be baptized.
Although He was the Son of God who came to be our Savior, He still kept God's ordination for men because
He was a man. According to His humanity, it was fitting for Him to do this. In doing this, He was a man
according to God's procedure. Before God, He fulfilled all righteousness. Since even the Lord as a man needed
to be baptized and since it was fitting for Him to fulfill righteousness before God in this way, how much more
should we do the same! Since baptism was the fitting way for even the Lord as a man to fulfill all
righteousness, we should realize that baptism is extremely important.
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3. “The Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the counsel of God for themselves since they had not been
baptized by him” (Luke 7:30).
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This passage also speaks of the importance of baptism. Baptism is a matter in the counsel, or the plan, of God.
If a person is not baptized, he rejects the counsel of God for himself. This is very serious. The Pharisees and
lawyers who rejected and opposed the Lord Jesus did this; how can we, who receive the Lord today, be like
them in this matter?
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4. “Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:5).
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When we studied regeneration in chapter 11, we saw that born of water refers to baptism. Baptism is a
necessary step a person must take to enter into the kingdom of God. It is important.
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5. “Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea, and there He spent some time with them and
baptized”; “Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John” (John 3:22; 4:1).
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John the Baptist was not the only one who came out to preach and baptize people; the Lord Jesus also
baptized people when He began to preach. Not only was He Himself baptized in order to fulfill righteousness
before God, but He, through His disciples, baptized people in order to accomplish God's will, to be according
to God's procedure, and to fulfill God's righteousness. All of these show the importance of baptism.
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6. “Go therefore and disciple all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:19).
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When the Lord Jesus was on the earth, He baptized people through His disciples, and even after His
resurrection, He commissioned His disciples to go out into all the inhabited earth to preach the gospel to
people and to baptize them. His last command before His ascension shows that baptizing people is an
important matter that we must carry out when we preach the gospel to people and when we disciple them.
Just as preaching the gospel is important, baptizing is important. To merely preach the gospel to people
without baptizing them is not sufficient and does not completely keep the Lord's last command.
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