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1. “As they were going along the road, they came upon some water, and the eunuch said, Look, water.
What prevents me from being baptized?” (Acts 8:36).
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The Ethiopian eunuch was baptized as soon as he and Philip came upon some water beside the road. This
shows that baptism is not tied to any place; the only thing necessary is water. When I first believed in the Lord,
a pastor told me that if we had to imitate the Lord Jesus by going down into the water to be baptized, then we
should imitate Him by being baptized in the Jordan River. But this is not the only pattern in the Bible; any
place with water is good for baptism.
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2. “John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was much water there; and people came
and were baptized” (John 3:23).
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John was baptizing in Aenon near Salim because there was much water there. This indicates several things,
including: (1) There should be much water in a place for baptism. Any place that has enough water to
submerge people is good for baptism. (2) When John baptized people, he must have put them into the water,
so there was a need for a place with much water. If baptism is only a ritual sprinkling or a ritual dripping, he
would have needed only a little water. It would not have mattered how much water was in a particular place.
Any place would have been fine. In order to submerge people in water, however, he needed a place with
much water.
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1. “He said, Into what then were you baptized? And they said, Into John’s baptism. And Paul said, John
baptized with a baptism of repentance, telling the people that they should believe into the One coming
after him, that is, into Jesus. And when they heard this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus”
(Acts 19:3-5).
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This passage speaks of the disciples in Ephesus, who were baptized with John’s baptism of repentance and did
not know that John led people to believe in the Lord Jesus. They also did not know that once the Lord Jesus
came to minister, John’s baptism of repentance had ceased and that people should be baptized into the name
of the Lord Jesus. When they learned this, they immediately corrected the problem and were baptized into
the name of the Lord Jesus. Thus, according to the pattern recorded in the Bible, if a person is not baptized
properly, his baptism can be corrected. In those days the baptism of repentance had ceased and was
inadequate, so anyone baptized in that way needed a correction. Today there are rituals of sprinkling,
dripping, infant baptism, baptism before one properly believes, and baptism before one has contacted the
Lord in spirit. All of these are improper, and anyone baptized in such a way should correct it. When it is
corrected, it should be carried out by faith in order to receive all the spiritual realities of baptism.
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