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The Laying On of Hands (Il)
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lll. The Kinds of Laying On of Hands
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According to the Bible, there are at least seven kinds of laying on of hands.
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A. The Laying On of Hands for Acceptance
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The first kind of laying on of hands is the laying on of hands for acceptance.
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a. After Baptism
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1. “Baptisms and of the laying on of hands” (Heb. 6:2).
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According to the order recorded in verse 2, the laying on of hands for acceptance should come after baptism.
This indicates that after a person is baptized, we should lay hands on him to receive him.

(2 “fbfil--%R; RIEFEMILLE. ” TETIARREAT, SHETENETARETLT,

2. “They were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul laid his hands on them” (Acts 19:5-6;
see also 8:16-17).

HPILL I P S AE R e iR, T E A AR A 1% T SRSt 2 anith . X 5894 S5
T, RNZREXRZERN. ETHERSEREY, SiEFimE2E, GEL17~18, ) JirH
NAAE BN, A NG AbiR, JEORIW B R WA, SnZide A IR e WL,  HA 26 R 750,
PAUERH E 52 E TRk, B LU e e Athda T, 5 itz .

The early believers in Ephesus were first baptized, and then the apostle laid his hands on them. It was the
same with the believers in Samaria. The laying on of hands for acceptance should always take place after
baptism. Because there was no one to baptize him when he believed, Saul of Tarsus first received the laying
on of hands and then was baptized (9:17-18). In order to prove that he had been sent by the Lord, Ananias
had to first lay his hands on Saul so that his eyes could be opened and so that he could receive the filling of
the Holy Spirit. Ananias first laid his hands on Saul, and then he had Saul make up his baptism.
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b. For Receiving into the Body of Christ
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1. “He [the Holy Spirit] had not yet fallen upon any of them, but they had only been baptized into the name
of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit” (Acts 8:16-17).
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The laying on of hands is also for receiving one who has been baptized into Christ in order to bring him into
the church, the Body of Christ. The early Samaritan believers were baptized into Christ, but they had not
received the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, because the apostles had not laid hands upon them. Later, when
the apostles laid hands on them, it seems as if they merely received the Holy Spirit, but there is a deeper
implication as well. The laying on of hands by the apostles caused them to receive the Holy Spirit because the
anointing of the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the Head, Christ, and on the day of Pentecost it flowed from
the Head to the Body, the church. Since the apostles are representatives of the Body, when they laid their
hands on people, they represented the Body and received them into the Body. Thus, the anointing on the
Body, which is the Holy Spirit, flows to the ones brought in through the laying on of hands. Therefore, hands
are laid on believers after baptism to receive them into the Body of Christ and to allow them to participate in
the Holy Spirit, which the Body received from the Head, Christ.
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2. “When Paul laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them” (Acts 19:6).
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Paul laid his hands on the Ephesian believers, causing them to receive the Holy Spirit; this is the same thing
that Peter and John did for the Samaritan believers. Paul was a representative of the Body of Christ, and
through the laying on of hands, he received those who were baptized into Christ into the Body, causing the
anointing, the Holy Spirit (Psa. 133:2), who flows from the Head to the Body, to flow through him to those on
whom he laid his hands.
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Thus, the laying on of hands is for receiving people into the Body of Christ; therefore, those who lay hands on
others must be able to represent the Body of Christ, the church. When they lay hands on people, they

represent the church, and their laying on of hands is the church’s laying on of hands in order to receive them
into the church and to cause them to participate in the things of Christ and the church.
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c. The Relationship between the Laying On of Hands and Baptism

(=) “BEEMM, BF. 7 [ERAEZTEL.
1. “Baptisms and of the laying on of hands” (Heb. 6:2).

TAVERTH O LU, EREZXERELTMZRI Ny —x, BE—E. ZMEINER, #TF5%R
A RERM . ETNIZIRIE R BENZ LT IR M AR B S5, 7EHR
BT TR NSNS s 4% TR DA B 2R M B ST A ISR N, BEN IR 1 S ik
PTCLRZIR R AN NGRS T REARERBE NS, HREXR, MAZEET, 2 AEENS
NIASRG T RS S B (S ko HAPT AN NS R, TR N @G 2 1 S Ao At e A0TPHE A 18 £i8035
ML NAB TSR IAN T3, 8 R AR B AT . LR i1 T, b ATt A%
Bk (BN 11~17. O BV NRORE, EHRANZIERNEE R S ZENEFZ ALK
K, RELCATER ST AR, A 2488, BAERS T, AL, oA R
WANBT SR IANIEE, B NG T, NS E 5 AR ERTFZ Aok, EEX
VP2 N b3 B ( BAA, MR SARILIC S, TAHGERL, 1A BARI DT . JRATTEE A 9 A5,
WEVE R G S W S, BRI AR, WEEEA SRR E. I LA S NS B
M1, WUENEEERE R SR RATPTBEDN NS, it NEH SRR EZE. PreldAzIrEm
HEXRAET, ZEXRRENEERT, HTRNEXR.



XL EE Vol. 2, Ch. 18, No. 2
Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures June 4, 2023

We mentioned before that baptism and the laying on of hands have been connected as a pair by the Holy
Spirit. This shows that the laying on of hands is related to baptism. The laying on of hands should be based on
baptism, and baptism should bring in the laying on of hands. In its negative application, baptism causes people
to escape from the self and the world, and in its positive application, it causes them to enter into Christ. The
laying on of hands causes those who have escaped the self and the world and have been put into Christ
through baptism to enter into the Body of Christ. Thus, baptism stresses individual salvation, and the laying
on of hands stresses the building up of the Body of Christ. If we have only baptism without the laying on of
hands, we will pay attention only to individual salvation but neglect the Body of Christ. God, however, saves
individuals for the purpose of building up the Body of Christ. He led Philip to baptize the Samaritan believers
into Christ, and then He sent Peter and John, who represented the Body of Christ, to lay hands on them and to
receive them into the Body of Christ (Acts 8:12-17). He saves people in order to make them the Body of Christ.
This is similar to a person who buys many stones for the purpose of building them into a house; if he does not
build the house, his purchase has no meaning. He must build the stones into a house in order for them to be
useful. Therefore, we should not only lead people to believe and be baptized into Christ but also lay hands on
them to receive them into the Body of Christ. We want many not only to be saved but also to be brought into
the Body of Christ so that everyone can be coordinated together, supply one another, and function
corporately. We must pay attention to getting many people saved, and we must also pay attention to building
up the Body of Christ. We must stress personal salvation, and we must also stress the service of the Body.
Moreover, we must lead people to salvation with the goal of building up the Body of Christ. We are
individually saved for the service of the Body. Thus, we should pay equal attention to baptism and to the
laying on of hands; we must see that baptism is for the laying on of hands and that the laying on of hands
completes baptism.
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