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Head Covering (V)
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VI. The Object which Covers the Head
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A. Long Hair Not Replacing an Object Which Covers the Head
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1. “With her head uncovered...it is one and the same as she who is shaved. For if a woman is not covered,
let her hair also be cut off; but if it is shameful for a woman to have her hair cut off or to be shaved, let her
be covered” (1 Cor. 11:5-6).
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Some say that if women grow long hair, their heads are covered. According to the Word, however, having long
hair and covering one’s head are two different matters. The apostle says, “With her head uncovered...is one
and the same as she who is shaved.” He does not say that not covering her head “is” shaving her head. He
says that not covering her head is “one and the same as” shaving her head. A woman who prays or prophesies
with her head uncovered, even if she has long hair, is “one and the same as” a woman with her head shaved.
From this we can see that not covering the head is different from shaving the head. Thus, covering the head
cannot be the same thing as growing long hair.

EGESEHE— DI, R NEAZE K, Az 7 okRs "N UBIRBIR N ZE TR, s E k. 7

RIEEIE MG RATE W, TR RSE RMEA KKK AR . hid, A58k, iz &
PABTRBIR AZEMR KR, ixs k. REEN, KLRR LM, &L NBERE XKL

Ko W A5k, MARKRERKL L, BiEE. MXEmEEARU, BKAK, HieX

oo TiRUL, EEAKKK, MAAE LK. HKARKARSF K, JTRGESR L FEAREKLK,
T SRR A T AR SR M S R EE, KESR R AR SR AT .

The apostle then says, “If a woman is not covered, let her hair also be cut off; but if it is shameful for a woman
to have her hair cut off or to be shaved, let her be covered.” This word shows even more clearly that the head
covering spoken of by the apostle and the growing of long hair are not the same thing. If a woman does not
cover her head, she should cut her hair, but if it is shameful for a woman to cut her hair, she should be
covered. Long hair is a woman’s glory, and if a woman wants to keep her hair long, she should cover her head.
If she does not cover her head, she should cut her long hair. Paul’s word is not meant to suggest that growing
long hair is the same as covering the head; rather, it means that if a woman wants to have long hair, she
should cover her head. Having long hair is not the same as covering the head; long hair requires the head to
be covered. Covering the head and having long hair are two different matters. Long hair cannot replace head
covering.
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B. Long Hair Being God’s Arrangement and Head Covering Being Man’s Acceptance
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1. “Her long hair has been given to her for a covering” (1 Cor. 11:15).
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Long hair was created by God. God wants hair to cover a woman’s head. Thus, women should wear their hair
long. Long hair is a woman’s glory and was given to women for a covering. This is God’s arrangement.
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2. “If a woman is not covered, let her hair also be cut off; but if it is shameful for a woman to have her hair
cut off or to be shaved, let her be covered” (1 Cor. 11:6).
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Long hair was given to women as a covering for their heads; it is natural and according to God’s arrangement.
However, God wants women under His ordination to take a further practical step to confess Him; He wants
them to add a covering on top of the covering of hair that He gave them. The sisters’ covering of their heads is
a confession of God’s ordination; it says Amen to His ordination. God ordained long hair to grow on a woman’
s head for her covering, but a woman’s addition of a practical covering is a confession of this ordination and a
silent expression of Amen to Him. If a woman is unwilling to accept God’s ordination in this matter and
unwilling to say Amen, she should cut off the hair that God ordained to grow on her head. If a woman is not
willing to add a head covering to the long hair that God ordained to grow on her head and is unwilling to take
this practical step to express her acceptance and confession of His ordination, she should cut off the hair that
He ordained and publicly express the fact that she does not accept His ordination in this matter. He does not
want anyone to be neutral or lukewarm. If a woman is cold, He wants her to be cold, and if she is hot, He
wants her to be hot. He wants her to clearly express her acceptance and confession of His ordination by
adding a head covering to her hair or to clearly express her rejection of His ordination by cutting off her hair.
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Since a head covering is something added on top of the hair, it has the hair as its base. Thus, a head covering
should be large enough to cover the hair and take the area of the hair as its standard; it must cover the area

covered by the hair, and it needs only to be that large. As for what it is made of, including color and style, it
only needs to be simple and appropriate.
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