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The Breaking of Bread (X)
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XIil. The Place of the Breaking of Bread
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1. “Breaking bread from house to house” (Acts 2:46).
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The earliest believers broke bread in many of the believers’ homes. At that time there were many people, so it
would have been inconvenient with regard to both time and space for them to gather together to break bread
in one place; therefore, they spontaneously split up into different homes for this practice. This shows that if
there are many believers in one place, they may divide themselves among different homes to break bread.
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2. “When therefore you come together in the same place...to eat the Lord’s supper” (1 Cor. 11:20).
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It is permissible for the believers in one locality to divide themselves among homes and break bread, but it is
more appropriate and more flavorful if everyone can come together in the same place to break bread. Thus,

the early believers came together in the same place to eat the Lord’s supper. Today when we break bread, we
may either split up or all come together as best fits our need.
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XIV. After Breaking the Bread
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1. “As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you declare the Lord’s death until He comes” (1 Cor.
11:26).
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Those who break bread in remembrance of the Lord should long for the Lord and await His coming. Therefore,
after we break bread, we should long for the Lord’s appearing and live a life of waiting for the Lord. If we only
break bread in remembrance of the Lord every week but do not live a life of desiring His coming and waiting
for Him, we are not in accordance with the meaning of breaking bread.
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2. “You cannot drink the Lord’s cup and the demons’ cup; you cannot partake of the Lord’s table and of the
demons’ table” (1 Cor. 10:21).
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After partaking of the Lord’s table, we cannot partake of the demons’ table; after drinking the Lord’s cup, we
cannot drink the demons’ cup. According to the preceding verses, the demons’ table and the demons’ cup
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refer to the things sacrificed to idols. After breaking bread, we cannot eat anything sacrificed to an idol. When
we break bread, we fellowship with the Lord, just as when Gentiles worship idols, they fellowship with the
demons. After we fellowship with the Lord, how can we return to partake of something related to fellowship
with demons? Therefore, after breaking the Lord’s bread, we cannot return to eating idol sacrifices.
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The demons’ table and the demons’ cup refer to idol sacrifices. But is not worldly enjoyment also a demons’
table? Is not worldly prosperity a demons’ cup? Since we have enjoyed the Lord Himself and all that He is and
has at His table, how can we go back to desire worldly pleasures? Since we have been satisfied by the Lord at
His table, how can we go back to Satan to obtain anything? How can we return to Satan’s world to obtain the
pleasure that Satan gives to people? After breaking bread, we should not lust after the world and its
enjoyment.

(=) “BAIFRHATHERE, hATHESRENE, RARLRENTEEN. ” KiTLELE
I\FH.

3. “Let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and evil, but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth” (1 Cor. 5:8).

FEIRZ s, DL s A 7y, SHE pid BRme s, MAATR A R L — m il (Rt
N T~4o ) SErA R EEYRRE R TR IH L0 RE ety 1, sBRATEED UG, iz g s N bk —#,
WUSFEREETT, MUV R LT A B . AR BRI — VIR0 RS, A —UIse i N ZOR ) S
Y. FTOARATEEEGE LS, R WIRATH AT R & — U AR, A1—UIRe B AT 32 MOk 1 S 58,
AN PR RAT RO B IH A, AN ET RO, THH fomE, RS B8 s o dR i A dr— st IR i sk
HIER ER O —Id 20 AR A, fF— D RIETRETTRA, 8 C5EDHIEE M AR,

In the time of the Old Testament, the Israelites kept the Feast of the Passover and immediately followed it
with the Feast of Unleavened Bread, during which they eliminated every bit of leaven from their lives (Deut.
16:1-4). Since the breaking of bread in the New Testament replaced the Passover in the Old Testament, we
should be like the Israelites after the Passover and eliminate all leaven from our lives. Leaven refers to all evil
and malice, to all things that can corrupt man. After breaking bread, we should remove all sin, evil, and every
corrupting thing from our lives, and we should no longer keep the old living that we had before we were
saved. We should not have any of our former evil, our old leaven; rather, we should live a holy, sinless life by
the Lord’s holy, sinless life, that is, by the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. We should truly be those
who keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread so that we can be those who are entirely in accordance with the
meaning of breaking bread.
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