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Il. The Significance of Consecration (continued)
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F. Testing and Proving the Lord
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1. “Bring the whole tithe to the storehouse...and prove Me...whether | will open to you the windows of
heaven and pour out blessing” (Mal. 3:10).
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Consecration is God’s testing and proving of us. It is also our testing and proving of God. God said to the
children of Israel, “Bring the whole tithe to the storehouse” —to offer up what should be consecrated—*“and
prove Me, if you will...whether | will open to you the windows of heaven and pour out blessing.” God meant
that we could use our consecration to test Him, to prove how He will bless us because of our consecration.
This was the case in Old Testament times but even more so in New Testament times. Throughout the ages
many lovers of the Lord have tested and proven that God’s blessing is practical and rich through their
consecration. Many can testify of this from their experience. Oh, brothers and sisters, we can test God’s riches
by our consecration. God wants us to test Him and likes us to prove Him in this way.
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1. “Come, for all things are now ready” (Luke 14:17).

ER BSOS TV, BT &, RERATRESZ . BATPRZERZ ERGI0E, A RME,
I BB AETIRANTTA D, ZREA RESKG LT METREMPA, HAGeEi B0 T 3R
PTG JIREMERRIN, 415 UAEL D P SEbr 52 EF g i — Ul TR RN 2%
My, HFTEBATEEMEMZEIR, RSEIFE2,

The Lord’s grace has prepared everything for us. All things are ready. We need to come and enjoy. The way to
enjoy what the Lord has prepared is not only by faith but also by consecration. Faith is for our initial
participation, whereas consecration is for our practical enjoyment. An unconsecrated believer can only
participate in what the Lord’s grace has prepared. A consecrated believer can practically and experientially
enjoy all that the Lord has prepared. All that the Lord’s grace has prepared for us needs to be received and
enjoyed through faith and consecration.
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2. “Go...and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which | will tell you...On the
mount of Jehovah it will be provided” (Gen. 22:2, 14).
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Through his offering up of Isaac, Abraham enjoyed what God had prepared, and he experienced the reality of
a particular name of God —Jehovah-jireh, which means “Jehovah will provide.” Many like this name, but we
must realize that the reality of this name is revealed on the mountain of consecration. If we do not go to the
mountain of consecration, we cannot taste the sweetness of Jehovah-jireh. If we do not consecrate, we
cannot enjoy what God has provided. When we offer our beloved “Isaac,” our only “son,” to God, we can
meet and enjoy what God has provided for us in His precious name, which is just in Himself. When Hudson
Taylor was first called, he visited the sick wife of a poor man. When the man begged him for help, he had only
one coin in his pocket, which he was planning to use for food the next day. He thought, “In order to help this
poor man, | have to give him the coin, but then | will not have anything to eat tomorrow. If only there was a
way to give half of the coin’s value to him while keeping the other half to buy food, but this is not possible.”
The man continued to beg for help, and at the same time the Holy Spirit spoke within him to give the coin to
the poor man. Then he gave the man the coin. The next morning he received a packet containing a pair of
gloves wrapped in a sheet of blank paper, and there was a coin in the gloves. The coin was worth four times as
much as the one he had given to the poor man. Through this he enjoyed God’s special provision; he later
made Jehovah-jireh the motto for the China Inland Mission.
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