XEEE Vol. 2, Ch. 24, No. 3
Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures February 25, 2024

AR (&)
Dealing with Sin (111)
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lil. Being Reconciled to Others
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1. “Therefore if you are offering your gift...and there you remember that your brother has something
against you...first go and be reconciled to your brother...Be well disposed quickly with your opponent at
law, while you are with him on the way” (Matt. 5:23-25).
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Second, dealing with sin involves being reconciled to others. Confessing sins to others involves begging others
forgiveness for offending them. Being reconciled to others involves going and seeking peace with those who
have animosity toward us. These two aspects are connected because those whom we have offended often
hold a grudge against us. Therefore, we need to beg for forgiveness and seek peace with them. Sometimes,
however, we are blamed for something by others, even when we have not offended them. In such a situation,
we do not need to beg for forgiveness, but we should seek peace. We should do this so that no problem exists
between ourselves and others or between others and ourselves. This enables us to be bold, and it eliminates
all barriers when we come close to God and have fellowship with Him. (The offering of our gift in Matthew 5
refers to fellowship with God.)
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2. “When you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone” (Mark 11:25).
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If we have offended anyone, we should confess our sins to him and beg for forgiveness. This verse, however,
says that we should forgive anyone who has offended us. If we want to live before God, we must do more
than beg forgiveness from those we have offended; we must also forgive those who have offended us.
Regardless of whether we have offended others or others have offended us, we must clear up any offense so
that there is no separation between them and us before God. Then there will be no barriers to our prayer or
barriers to the answers to our prayer. Any separation between others and us blocks our prayer and becomes a
barrier to receiving an answer to prayer. Therefore, we must deal with these things completely so that we
would not be separated from God.
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Forgiving others is often harder than begging for forgiveness. Perhaps this is the reason that the Bible
constantly teaches us to forgive others. The Lord often connected forgiving others with prayer because if we
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do not forgive others, God will not forgive us, and there will be a separation between God and us. This will
break our fellowship with God, and we will be unable to pray to God in an unhindered way. Moreover, we will
be unable to receive God’s answer. We may not have offended others or created problems with them, and we
may not need to beg forgiveness of others or clear up matters, but whenever someone offends us, if we do
not forgive him from the heart, we will have a problem with him, and this matter will block our fellowship
with God. Since it will interrupt our prayer to God, we must deal with it by forgiving others.
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