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Being Led by the Lord (I)
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Being led is a necessary part of the Christian life and service before God. Thus, we need to consider this topic
carefully.
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I. The Kinds of Leading
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The Bible shows that the Lord uses many marvelous ways to lead us. There are at least nine kinds of leading
in the Bible.
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A. The Teaching of the Anointing
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1. “The anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone
teach you; but as His anointing teaches you concerning all things” (1 John 2:27).
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The Lord leads us in a subjective way: He lives in us and leads us. The Lord’s anointing lives in us and teaches
us concerning all things. This is His leading. In chapter 21 we saw that the anointing spoken of in 1 John 2:27
refers to the moving of the Holy Spirit within us. The Holy Spirit moves within us like an ointment. He anoints
us with the Lord’s intention and causes us to know the things of God. Thus, the anointing within us, which is
the moving of the Holy Spirit, teaches us concerning all things so that we may know the Lord’s desire and be
led by Him.
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The anointing does not teach us only occasionally. It abides in us and teaches us constantly. It does not come
into us for a moment and then leave. It abides in us forever; therefore, it teaches us constantly. It does not
teach us about only a few things; it teaches us concerning all things. Since the Lord’s anointing continuously
teaches us concerning all things, we do not need anyone to teach us. If we would accept the teaching of the
anointing at every time, in every place, and concerning all things, we truly would have no need for anyone to
teach us. Regardless of whether the teaching of the anointing concerns God, man, mundane affairs, important
events, material things, or spiritual matters, as long as we are willing to receive its teaching, it will teach us
inwardly.
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The most precious thing about being a Christian is to receive the teaching of the anointing within us and to
walk according to this inner anointing. When brothers and sisters have a problem, they often ask others for
advice in order to be taught by them. This shows that they are outward Christians. But the Lord wants us to
abide in Him, to fellowship with Him, and to receive the teaching of His anointing concerning all things and
thus be inward Christians. Merely consulting others and being taught by them does not have much spiritual
value. We must contact the Lord inwardly and receive the teaching of the anointing directly. This is precious. If
we live this way, we can truly experience the reality of not needing anyone to teach us. The Lord’s anointing
will teach us in everything. Then we can fellowship with the Lord at any time and in any place, and no matter
what we are doing, we will sense the teaching of the anointing.
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B. The Leading of the Holy Spirit
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1. “Led by the Spirit of God” (Rom. 8:14).
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One of the most powerful ways in which the Lord leads us is by the leading of the Holy Spirit. We should focus
more on the Holy Spirit than on natural or supernatural things. The Lord always leads us through the Holy
Spirit. Although His leading seems to occur in conjunction with natural things, the leading of the Lord through
the Holy Spirit often is unrelated to natural things; it is something spiritual, which we feel directly in our spirit.
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