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Being Led by the Lord (Il)
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I. The Kinds of Leading (continued)
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C. The Forbidding of the Holy Spirit
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1. “Having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit...the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them” (Acts 16:6-7).
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The phrases forbidden by the Holy Spirit and the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them are like the two rails of a
railroad track. When a train stays on its track, everything is normal. When we follow the two rails of the
forbidding and restricting of the Holy Spirit within us, we feel very normal. Whenever we leave the railroad
track of the Holy Spirit’s leading, however, we no longer feel normal. Instead, we feel an inward forbidding
and restricting. Brothers and sisters, whenever we feel that something is wrong, we need to be sensitive to
the Holy Spirit’s forbidding and restricting. For example, we may want to go to the house of a brother or sister,
but when we arrive at the door and are about to ring the bell, we may inwardly sense that something is wrong.
We should obey this feeling, refrain from ringing the doorbell, and go home.
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There was once a man in England who was much used by the Lord. On one occasion some people planned to
trap him. They wrote a false letter and asked him to come to their house to help solve a spiritual problem. He
went to the address in the letter, but as he was standing at the door, he felt a strong inward forbidding.
Rather than ringing the bell, he turned around and went home. Later, he learned about the trap that had been
prepared for him. The Lord’s inward forbidding stopped him and saved him. Oh, how precious is this
forbidding! If we live in the Lord and follow Him, the Holy Spirit will often use this kind of forbidding and
restricting to preserve us on God’s track so that we can act according to God’s will. If we are about to go
against God'’s will, the Holy Spirit within us will not allow us. His forbidding and restricting are one way of the
Lord’s leading.
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D. A Gentle, Quiet Voice
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1. “My sheep hear My voice...and they follow Me” (John 10:27, see also v. 16).
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The Lord Jesus’ sheep hear His voice and follow Him. Therefore, the Lord’s voice also leads us so that we may
follow Him. We belong to the Lord, and we should pay attention to His voice and follow Him according to His
voice.
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2. “A great, strong wind...an earthquake...a fire...And after the fire, a gentle, quiet voice...came to him and
said” (1 Kings 19:11-13).
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Elijah’s experience shows that the Lord speaks to His followers in a gentle, quiet voice. It is not a powerful
voice like a great wind or an earthquake or a fire. The Lord was not in the great wind, the earthquake, or the
fire. He was in the gentle, quiet voice that spoke to Elijah. Today the Lord often speaks to us and leads us with
a gentle, quiet voice through the Holy Spirit within us. We should not look to the Lord to speak to us
outwardly through miracles and great events. He directs us inwardly through a gentle, quiet voice.
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