XL EE Vol. 3, Ch. 28, No. 3
Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures September 15, 2024

fERE (3
Preaching the Gospel (lll)
N EFASIRIE (88

Il. Five Expressions Related to Preaching the Gospel (continued)
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D. Reaping a Harvest
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1. “The harvest is great, but the workers few; therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest that He would
thrust out workers into His harvest” (Matt. 9:37-38).
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On the one hand, preaching the gospel is a sowing, but on the other hand, it is a reaping of the harvest.
Sowing emphasizes preaching the gospel. Reaping emphasizes gathering in people’s souls. Gathering in
people’s souls is like reaping grain and bringing it into a storehouse. Those whom the Lord wants to save are
the harvest He wants to reap. Our preaching of the gospel is for harvesting these people. Thus, reaping a
harvest is another expression for preaching the gospel.
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In these verses the Lord spoke of the harvest being great, but the workers who preach the gospel to reap the
harvest being few. Therefore, we should beseech the Lord of the harvest that He would thrust out workers
into His harvest. If the harvest was great when the Lord spoke this word, the harvest must be even greater
now. Therefore, we must beseech the Lord even more to thrust out workers into His harvest. If we want to
reap the Lord’s harvest, we must preach the Lord’s gospel. Reaping a harvest requires the preaching of the
gospel.
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2. “Lift up your eyes and look on the fields, for they are already white for harvest...One sows and another
reaps. | sent you to reap that for which you have not labored” (John 4:35, 37-38).
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According to the Lord, the fields are white for harvest. Brothers and sisters, if the fields were white when the

Lord spoke these words, they are even whiter today. Speaking only of the Chinese people, there are many
whose hearts are ripe for harvesting. But who is willing to go?
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When we preach the gospel, we will harvest what has already been sown. According to the Lord’s word, we

should expect to reap where we have not labored. The seeds of the gospel have been sown on the earth by
the church for two thousand years. Even in China many seeds have been sown over the last few centuries.
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Therefore, the harvest truly is ripe and waiting for us to reap. By the Lord’s mercy, may we lift up our eyes and
look on the fields, and by the Lord’s grace, may we receive His sending to go and reap this ripened harvest.
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1. “l am debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to foolish; so, for my part, | am ready to
announce the gospel to you also” (Rom. 1:14-15).
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Paul said that he was a debtor to every type of person. Therefore, he endeavored to preach the gospel to
everyone. This word shows that preaching the gospel is the repayment of a debt, which is the fifth expression
for preaching the gospel. According to this expression, preaching the gospel to our relatives, friends, and
those to whom we are close is the repayment of a debt. Therefore, we should preach the gospel in order to
repay our debt to the gospel.
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When we preach the gospel, we must have the spirit of the gospel. When our spirit is full of burden, it
becomes a power within us and causes us to be so driven that we cannot help but preach the gospel. This is
the spirit of the gospel. This spirit causes us to be eager to preach the gospel, to be consumed with preaching
the gospel to the point that we care for nothing else and fear nothing else. Our only care is for preaching the
gospel, and our only fear is that people would perish. When we have such a spirit of the gospel, we
spontaneously have a proper attitude toward the gospel outwardly. We should pursue and ask the Lord for
such a spirit.
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A. Being Fervent in Spirit
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1. “Being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus” (Acts 18:25).
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The spirit of the gospel reflects a fervent spirit. If we want to preach the gospel, we must be fervent in spirit.
Apollos was fervent in spirit, and he spoke and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus. If we want the
gospel to be released and not be held back by us, we must be fervent in spirit. We must be fervent even to the

extent that we appear to be crazy. We should become a “fanatic of Jesus” to the extent that we do not care
for anything but announcing the Lord Jesus.
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2. “His spirit was provoked within him as he beheld that the city was full of idols” (Acts 17:16).
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The spirit of the gospel involves not only a fervent spirit but also a spirit that can be provoked when we see
people sinning and perishing in darkness. When he was in Athens, the apostle Paul was provoked in his spirit
because he saw that the whole city was full of idols. With his provoked spirit, he preached and released the
gospel in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout, and in the marketplace every day with those who
happened to be there, as if he were crazy (v. 17).
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1. “I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone who believes”
(Rom. 1:16; see also 2 Tim. 1:8, 12; Mark 8:38).
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It is quite strange that a person can feel glorious when speaking to others about a theory of science but be
ashamed to speak of the Lord Jesus and the gospel. Without a doubt, this is the work of Satan to hinder
people from preaching the gospel. However, if we have a spirit of the gospel, we will not be ashamed of the
Lord and the gospel. On the contrary, the more we speak of the Lord and the gospel, the more glorious we will
feel. If we want to preach the gospel, we must be “thick-skinned”; if we want to be thick-skinned, we must
have the spirit of the gospel. With the spirit of the gospel and “thick skin,” we will feel glorious rather than
ashamed when we preach the gospel.
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