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Preaching the Gospel (1V)
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IV. The Life of the Gospel
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A. Living Worthily of the Gospel
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1. “Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ” (Phil. 1:27).
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In addition to the spirit of the gospel, we must have a life of the gospel. The emphasis of the spirit of the
gospel is on power; the emphasis of the life of the gospel is on our living. Some have a great measure of the
spirit of the gospel, but their life of the gospel is lacking. Their living is not worthy of the gospel. Our living
must be worthy of the gospel that we preach. If it is not, the gospel will not find a proper outlet in us, even if
we have a spirit of the gospel. A living that is unworthy of the gospel hinders people from accepting the gospel
and from believing in the Lord.
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B. Abiding in the Lord
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1. “He who abides in Me and | in him, he bears much fruit” (John 15:5).
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According to the Lord’s word, we must abide in Him if we want to preach the gospel and bear much fruit. To
abide in the Lord is simply to fellowship with the Lord. When we fellowship with the Lord, we can bear much
fruit and bring many to the Lord. Preaching the gospel does not depend only upon power; it depends also
upon life. If we do not fellowship with the Lord and abide in Him, we cannot bear much fruit. Even if we bear a
little fruit, it will be the fruit of an inferior life. It will not be rich and bountiful, because different kinds of fruit
are produced by different kinds of life. If we have a good life that comes from constant fellowship with the
Lord, we will bear good fruit.
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C. Being Pruned
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1. “Every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it that it may bear more fruit” (John 15:2).
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If we want to preach the gospel and bear much fruit, we must be pruned. This does not refer merely to being
pruned of things related to filthiness and sin; it refers even more to being pruned of everything that is not
proper before God. God prunes every branch that bears fruit so that it can bear more fruit. Pruning is not
merely a washing but also a cutting. Everything that is not proper, everything that hinders the branch from
bearing more fruit, must be cut away. Although we need to thoroughly deal with sin in order to eliminate all
filthiness, we must also receive God’s dealing in order to eliminate everything that hinders us from bearing
fruit or from bearing much fruit. Often we cannot bring people to salvation or bring more people to salvation
because we have not received enough dealing from the Lord. The Lord desires to deal not only with our errors
but also with our being. A person who tends trees must prune the tree’s branches so that the tree can bear
fruit or bear more fruit. Once the branches are pruned, the tree can bear fruit or bear more fruit. The fact that
we have not brought anyone to salvation for a long time or that we have not brought many to salvation
proves that we have not allowed the Lord to do a pruning work upon us. We should beseech the Lord to
enlighten us and show us the areas that we need to allow Him to prune. The Lord wants to inwardly enlighten
us through the Holy Spirit on the one hand and to outwardly deal with us through our circumstances on the
other hand. If we receive the Lord’s enlightenment inwardly and receive His dealing through our
circumstances outwardly, we will be able to bring people to salvation or bring more people to salvation. A
brother who comes to every meeting, reads the Bible, prays, and is irreproachable in his conduct may still not
be able to bring anyone to the Lord. This does not mean that he has committed some sin; it may mean that he
has not allowed the Lord to deal with him. Since the Lord wants him to bear fruit or more fruit, He may
change the brother’s circumstances. Perhaps He will cause him to lose his job, become sick, or have difficulties
at work or at home. The Lord will deal with the brother through his circumstances in order to break him so
that he can receive the Lord’s pruning and cutting. After a new beginning he will be able to bring people to
salvation. The number of people that we can bring to salvation depends on how much dealing we have
received from the Lord. We have fresh power when we receive the Lord’s fresh dealing. If we had power last
year but not this year, we must receive fresh dealings in order to have fresh power to bear fresh fruit. We
need to let the Lord prune what needs to be pruned and to break what needs to be broken in order to bear
fresh fruit. We must receive the Lord’s constant dealing in order to constantly bring people to salvation.
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V. The Authority of Preaching the Gospel
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1. “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore” (Matt. 28:18-19).

et &, MAARUN. SR RZEMES L, SROEAMEMEARF T AAEZEE, Ti2
M AEIRIN . VF 22 NREASHRERGS, {5 HRBR2OUSR A, (EMATHOREAME . AT RMIK, JEE LT,
AT ANE R ? I A0 AL B TR K 0 AT 8 7 o RTINS AR . REMAT R A AL fe4mE, it
AT AN B EE 25 . EE I, AERREIRIIEE, TR R . LT SRR R LT 1R, IR



XL EE Vol. 3, Ch. 28, No. 4
Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures September 22, 2024

AT T, KRB, ARRES . FMBATAT R, B2, ARG, ERAHRN M
W, MIRATAT A R BE— VIR CRESS o (BRH 190 O EFTARIRATAIBUN, TR SR MR
MR o #AMIER RS, 955 7 R B R ITA RIBUN, BT ZE I AME S R T L4485 . P bARAT
e, ARG E . XIS EAE O WOTZE RO EfES, JiREE R E
WA BN BRI, TR CATHEIR BRSO EF E S, TR R BRI . e
RHEIBURIG 25 FAT, MMEAMEAM IR . A2 ARG 01 X BN, A2 — VIS 5, &
AN MANEZAEE R HAEZ R ERMERE, REMMREIRANERS, REZHIREN
fa . JATZSSERR AN A b, DEOE S AP S, EIZRBE, &5 BRI eI &
FIN. R, AL R, B HEL! DAEREO! ERECZKG, 5 R EMIZE
The ERECL/ME, FIRANZGR. X5 0 RARYE T ARBUR—IRYE 1528 BATRIBUR .

To preach the gospel, we must have authority. Today the world has been usurped by Satan. All the people in
the world lie under his hand (1 John 5:19). People do not receive the gospel, because of the work of Satan.
Although many know that believing in the Lord is good and honorable, they simply do not believe. Even
though they are not foolish, many do not believe, because the devil cheats and usurps them. The devil hinders
them from believing and receiving the gospel. Since preaching the gospel results in demons being cast out,
demons can have some ground in those who do not believe and receive the gospel. Casting out demons is not
a matter of power but of authority. When a policeman stands at an intersection and raises his hand, cars stop
because of his authority, not his power. According to the Lord, we must deal with demons by using authority,
not power, and He has given us authority to overcome the power of demons (Luke 10:19). The Lord has given
us all authority in heaven and on earth. He rose from the dead and received all authority in heaven and on
earth. Consequently, He wants us to preach the gospel to the entire world. We should preach the gospel with
His authority as our base. For this we need faith. The gospel that we preach is the gospel of the Lord who
received all authority in heaven and on earth. It is the gospel of the One who ascended to the heavens and
was made both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36). He has given us His authority in heaven and on earth and
commanded us to preach the gospel. We should apply His authority by faith to deal with all the demons who
oppose the gospel, usurp people, and cause them to reject the gospel. We have been sent by the Lord of
heaven and earth to announce the glad tidings of release to the captives by preaching the gospel of His
salvation (Luke 4:18). We should stand in this position and announce His authoritative gospel by faith, casting
out demons and forcing them to leave those whom they have usurped. When we preach the gospel, we must
apply this faith. We must have faith. We must believe that Satan has been defeated and that the demons
must leave. We must believe that the Lord has won the victory and that sinners should be saved. This faith is
based upon the Lord’s authority, which He has given to us.
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When we go to preach the gospel, we should use this authority to deal with Satan, to deal with the storms
and hindrances that he raises up in our path, and even more, to deal with the disturbances and opposition
that he stirs up in our environment. When the Lord wanted to cross the sea with the disciples to cast out
demons, Satan raised up a storm to hinder the Lord. What did the Lord do? He commanded the winds and the
sea. He used His authority to deal with the storm raised up by Satan. The disciples, however, did not realize
this, and they did not have faith (Mark 4:35—5:20). When the apostle Paul was in Paphos on the island of
Cyprus, Satan stirred up a man called Bar-jesus to oppose him. In response, Paul used the Lord’s authority to
deal with him (Acts 13:6-12). Often when we are on the way to preach the gospel or are preaching the gospel,
we encounter difficulties that require us not only to pray for a solution but also to apply the Lord’s authority
to deal with the power behind the difficulties. This requires faith. We need faith to pray and to apply the
authority that the Lord has given us.
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