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Serving the Lord (l1)
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I1l. How to Serve the Lord
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1. “If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where | am, there also My servant will be” (John 12:26).
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To serve the Lord, we must follow the Lord. When the Lord was on earth, He walked a path that we must
follow in order to serve Him. We must take His way. We must be where He is. Just as He died to Himself and
willingly chose the way of the cross in everything, we must do the same. Just as He refused His own will and
lived according to God’s will, we must do the same. In order to serve Him, we must follow Him and be with
Him.
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2. “David...served his own generation by the counsel of God” (Acts 13:36; see also Heb. 10:7).
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In serving the Lord we must serve those of our own generation. However, we must serve by the counsel of
God, just as David did in his time. If we do not serve by the counsel of God, we are merely serving people, not
serving God. Only what is done according to the counsel of God can be counted as service to the Lord.
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3. “His master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall serve him forever” (Exo. 21:6; see also Isa.
50:4).
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Because our service to the Lord is the service of a slave, we should act according to the Lord’s will, not
according to our own desires. Thus, in order to serve the Lord, we need to hear His word. We can know the
Lord’s will only when we hear His word. Those who serve the Lord must hear the Lord so that they can know
His will and serve according to His desire in order to please Him. In the Old Testament a slave who wanted to
serve his master forever would have his ear bored through with an awl by his master according to God’s
command. This is a type of a serving one who has ears to hear the word of the Lord in order to serve Him. Our
ears must be bored through by the Lord so that we can hear His word and serve Him.
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4. “They shall come near to Me to minister to Me; and they shall stand before Me” (Ezek. 44:15).
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Once we have ears to hear, we must come near to the Lord, minister to the Lord, and stand before the Lord.
Then we will know what He wants us to do and how He wants us to do it. In this way we can serve Him
according to His will, match His heart’s desire, and be acceptable to Him.
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5. “Serving God with fastings and petitions night and day”; “They were ministering to the Lord and fasting”
(Luke 2:37; Acts 13:2).
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In serving the Lord we need to fast and pray to seek Him in addition to contacting Him and standing before
Him. To fast means that we are willing to give up our rightful enjoyment and to suffer in order to seek the
Lord’s desire and accomplish the Lord’s will. To pray means to ask the Lord to reveal His desire and to
accomplish His will. We must not be lacking in prayer and fasting in our service to the Lord. Strong and proper
service to the Lord includes both prayer and fasting.
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6. “The faithful and prudent slave” (Matt. 24:45).
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We must also be faithful and prudent in our service to the Lord. Faithfulness must be accompanied with
prudence. If we are faithful without being prudent, we will make a mess of our service to the Lord, and the

result of our service will be the exact opposite of our desire in serving Him. Only faithfulness with prudence
can fulfill our desire in serving the Lord.
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7. “Let your loins be girded and your lamps burning, and you be like men waiting for their own master when
he returns” (Luke 12:35-36).

FAEXEEPRRAT, FEM, WARE. ST, &Rk, RER AR, SATREEET, 5F
o TR . XEH R IATFE T, PSR &R .
In order to serve Him, we must gird our loins, have our lamps burning, and wait for the Lord’s return. Girding

our loins means that we are not loose, having a burning lamp means that we live in the light, and waiting for
the Lord means that we are watchful. Our service to the Lord must be according to these conditions.
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8. “That | may finish my course and the ministry which | have received from the Lord Jesus” (Acts 20:24).
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We must be faithful to the end in our service to the Lord. We must not begin and then quit, leaving things half
done. We must not be loose or light in the matter of serving the Lord. We must be clear about the ministry
that the Lord has allotted to us and know the course that the Lord wants us to finish. Once we are clear about

the course that the Lord has chosen, we must be faithful and endure, finishing the course and fulfilling the
ministry that we have received from the Lord.
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