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Il. The Kinds of Meetings
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A. The Table Meeting
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1. “We gathered together to break bread”; “Come together...to eat the Lord’s supper” (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor.
11:20).
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The first meeting for those who have received the Lord’s redemption is the table meeting. Whereas other
meetings emphasize our receiving, only the table meeting emphasizes the Lord’s receiving. In this meeting we
break bread, which is to eat the Lord’s supper. Breaking bread and eating the Lord’s supper speak of two
aspects of one matter. Breaking bread emphasizes the fellowship that we have with all the saints through the
Lord’s bread and cup. Eating the Lord’s supper emphasizes our remembrance of the Lord through eating His
bread and drinking of His cup.
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The First Section—Remembering the Lord
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1. “He took a loaf and gave thanks, and He broke it and gave it to them, saying,...Do this in remembrance of

Me”; “Similarly also the cup...saying,...This do, as often as you drink it, unto the remembrance of Me” (Luke
22:19; 1 Cor. 11:25).
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The table meeting has two sections. The first section extends from the beginning of the meeting until the
passing of the bread and wine has been completed. In this portion of the meeting, the central point is the
remembrance of the Lord. We should think only of the Lord’s person and work, that is, how the Lord is God
yet man, how He is our Lord, our Savior, and our all. We should also consider how He loves us, having
accomplished redemption for us, intercedes for us, graces us, upholds us, and cares for us. We should also
remember how He is coming to rapture us. When we remember the Lord, we should pray with thanksgiving
and praise when we have the inspiration. We also can express our praise through hymns, reading Bible verses,
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or speaking something so that all the saints would have the same feeling and remembrance of the Lord. In this
portion of the meeting our prayers, hymns, and speaking should center on the Lord’s person and work and
cause people to touch the Lord’s person and work. We should not center on anything else or cause others to
think about something other than the Lord. Sometimes during our remembrance of the Lord, a brother will
report on the needs of another brother, or a sister may pray concerning the hardships of another sister. These
things do not relate to our remembrance of the Lord; they should be considered in the fellowship and prayer
meetings. At the Lord’s table we should forget about everything and concentrate on remembering the Lord.
We should think only of the Lord Himself and His glory, honor, work, and deeds. Our inward heart and
outward actions should be centered on the Lord so that He can gain our remembrance (see chapter 20, “The
Breaking of Bread”).
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The Second Section—Worshipping the Father
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1. “After singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives”; “In the midst of the church | will sing
hymns of praise to You” (Matt. 26:30; Heb. 2:12).
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After the bread and cup have been passed and are consumed in the table meeting, we should begin the
second section of the meeting, which extends to the end of the meeting. The center of this time is the
worship of the Father. All our prayers, hymns, and speaking should be focused on the Father. When the Lord
Jesus finished breaking bread with His disciples, they sang a hymn to the Father before He led them to the
Mount of Olives. Now in resurrection He sings hymns of praise to the Father in the midst of the church,
leading us, who are sons, to sing with Him in praise to the Father. Through death and resurrection the only
begotten Son of the Father has dispensed His life into us, making us the many sons of God. Now He is the
Firstborn among many brothers. In resurrection He leads us, as His many brothers, to worship and praise the
Father with Him in His position as the Firstborn. After eating the bread and drinking the cup, we should
willingly follow Him in spirit in the worship of the Father. This worship comes from the many brothers who
follow the Firstborn. In this worship all prayers, hymns, and speaking should be addressed to the Father and
center on the Father.
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B. The Prayer Meeting
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1. “If two of you are in harmony on earth concerning any matter for which they ask, it will be done for them
from My Father who is in the heavens. For where there are two or three gathered into My name” (Matt.
18:19-20).
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In these verses the Lord speaks of prayer in the meeting, the gathering, of the saints. This kind of prayer is
more powerful than individual prayer. It can bind what has been bound in the heavens and loose what has
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been loosed in the heavens. For such power, however, there is a need for harmony. If we desire this kind of
prayer, we must come together and pray with one accord.
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2. “These all continued steadfastly with one accord in prayer, together with the women” (Acts 1:14).
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This verse refers to a prayer meeting that brought in the blessing of Pentecost. The prayer of the church has

special power. We must be in one accord. The moment that we are not in one accord, the prayer of the
church is killed. This is a spiritual law.
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3. “They continued steadfastly in...the prayers” (Acts 2:42).
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At the time of Pentecost those who were saved prayed steadfastly. This does not refer to individual prayer but
to prayer in the meetings, because they met frequently.
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4. “They lifted up their voice with one accord to God...And when they had so besought, the place in which
they were gathered was shaken” (Acts 4:24, 31).
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These verses refer to a prayer meeting held by the early disciples when they encountered persecution. Their

prayer in one accord caused them to not fear or shrink back in the face of the threat of persecution but to
testify more boldly for the Lord.
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5. “Prayer was being made fervently by the church to God”; “There was a considerable number assembled
together and praying” (Acts 12:5, 12).
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When Peter was in prison, the church prayed fervently for him. A considerable number gathered solely for the
purpose of praying for him. Their prayer caused God to work a great miracle to save Peter from prison. When
the church encounters significant problems, we should meet together to pray. This prayer always carries
authority.

PAVEFEE R, B0 E— i, BRI RER S, JFHR RS . X ERATHOTIRATI R,
BHEAIMR, Sm2HSaE. —F 7T REmREK, §Zt0#%ds, AR ERahmss
UL, VR R S A BRI SR

When we attend the prayer meeting, we must remember that we not only come to meet but to pray. We
must open and exercise our spirit to receive a burden for our prayer. Once we have a sense of burden in our

spirit, we should all open our mouth to pray. If we do not practice this, the atmosphere of the prayer meeting
will be very heavy, and little prayer will be released.
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