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Il. The Kinds of Meetings
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C. Meeting for the Mutual Building Up through the Exercise of Spiritual Gifts
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1. “Whenever you come together, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has
an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up” (1 Cor. 14:26).
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The meeting spoken of in this verse is for the exercise of the spiritual gifts. In this meeting one person does
not do one particular thing; rather, everyone should follow the leading of the Holy Spirit in the exercise of
spiritual gifts. Some may have a hymn, some may have a teaching, some may do this, and some do that. The
goal of all spiritual exercise, however, is the building up of the church.
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2. “If anyone speaks in a tongue, it should be by two, or at the most three, and in turn, and one should
interpret; but if there is no interpreter, he should be silent in the church, and speak to himself and to God”
(1 Cor. 14:27-28).
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In the meetings for building up, the exercise of the gift of tongues should be in turn and at most by two or

three; more than this can cause confusion. Furthermore, there must be an interpreter; otherwise, the one
speaking in a tongue should be silent, speaking to himself and to God.
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3. “As to prophets, two or three should speak, and the others discern. But if something is revealed to
another sitting by, the first should be silent. For you can all prophesy one by one that all may learn and all
may be encouraged. And the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets; for God is not a God of confusion
but of peace” (1 Cor. 14:29-33).
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In meetings for the exercise of the spiritual gifts, there should at most be three prophets who speak for God,
and they must speak in an orderly manner. They should not allow their spirits to become unruly and
unrestrained; otherwise, the meeting will be in confusion, and the saints will not be edified. A person who
wants to speak for God as an oracle of God should control his spirit since the spirits of prophets are subject to
prophets. God is not a God of confusion but of peace. In a confused meeting people cannot be built up by the
word of God. Building up can occur only in a peaceful meeting.
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4. “As in all the churches of the saints, the women should be silent in the churches” (1 Cor. 14:33-34, see
also vv. 35-36).
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This is God’s rule for the sisters concerning our meeting to speak for Him. God does not allow the sisters to
minister the Word in the church meetings because sisters should stand in a position of having their heads
covered. According to God’s arrangement, brothers represent the head, and sisters represent the covered
head. Therefore, when the brothers and sisters meet together, the brothers who represent the head should
exercise the headship to speak, and the sisters who represent the covered head should cover their heads and
not minister the Word. However, this does not mean sisters cannot preach the word in other situations.
Sisters can preach the word at home, to children, and to women. However, in the meetings of the church,
which are meetings with the brothers and the sisters, there are brothers who represent the head, so the
sisters should keep the position of a covered head.
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5. “All things must be done becomingly and in order” (1 Cor. 14:40).
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The goal of meeting to exercise spiritual gifts is the building up, so everything must be done becomingly and in

order. If the meeting does not progress in an orderly manner, it cannot build people up. A meeting that builds
up must absolutely be done becomingly and in order.
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1. “When they had gathered the multitude together, they handed them the letter. And when they read it,
they rejoiced at the encouragement” (Acts 15:30-31).

LYIRD S EAT N, B 722480, RAEARNRELE L, K35 R AR IR B HA A S HE R 2
SHME, &Iy Froa N AT R EREA R, AAEEL TR .

In the early days when Paul and his companions arrived in Antioch, they gathered the multitude together and

read the letter that the Holy Spirit had led the apostles and elders in Jerusalem to write. Therefore,
sometimes we need to meet together to read the Bible.
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2. “When this letter is read among you, cause that it be read in the church of the Laodiceans also, and that
you also read the one from Laodicea” (Col. 4:16).
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When the early churches read letters written to them by the apostles, they met together for this reading.
Sometimes we need to meet to read the Word of God, the Bible.
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1. “When we gathered together...Paul conversed with them since he was to go forth on the next day” (Acts
20:7).
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The believers in Troas met together to listen to the apostle Paul converse with them about spiritual matters so

that they could be established. We should also meet to hear the ministry of the Word of God so that we can
be edified and built up.
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1. “When they arrived and gathered the church together, they declared the things that God had done with
them” (Acts 14:27).
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When the apostle Paul and his co-workers came back from a ministry journey, they gathered the church and

declared the things that God had done with them. Sometimes we need to meet to hear a report related to the
service of the church or the work.
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1. “Gathered into My name” (Matt. 18:20).
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The important point regarding our meeting together is that we must be gathered into the Lord’s name. This is
to meet in the Lord’s name. We belong to the Lord, and we have salvation in the Lord’s name. Therefore, we
should meet only in the Lord’s name and into the Lord’s name. We should not meet in, belong to, or meet
into any name other than His name, including names related to a person, a group, a mission board, or a
denomination. We should meet only in the Lord’s name. We should not meet under any other name. We

should take only the Lord’s name. We should lift up His name. No other name should have any position with
us.
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2. “Day by day, continuing steadfastly with one accord...from house to house” (Acts 2:46).
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We need to meet often. It is best if we meet every day. We also need to continue steadfastly with one accord.
If there are too many people, for the sake of convenience, we can meet in the homes of the saints.
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3. “The whole church comes together in one place” (1 Cor. 14:23; see also Acts 2:44).
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We can meet in homes, but sometimes the whole church needs to come together in one place. Home
meetings have their benefit and flavor, and meetings of the whole church together in one place have their
benefit and flavor. We should have home meetings, and we should also have meetings of the whole church
together in one place.
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