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Reading the Bible (XI)
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VI. Practical Ways to Read the Bible
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Reading the Bible also involves some practical points.
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1. We should have two copies of the Bible.
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One copy should be used to record inspiration and to underline important points; the other copy should not
contain any of our writing. It should remain clean. When we read, we should read from the clean copy and
record inspiration or underline a portion in the writing copy.
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2. We should read two lines at the same time.
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One line should be the New Testament, which can be called the line of life because our emphasis should be on
the nourishment of life. It is best to read one chapter of the New Testament every morning for twenty to
thirty minutes, choosing one or two verses to pray-read. The other line should be the Old Testament, which
can be called the line of knowledge because our emphasis should be on knowing the Bible. We can read from
this line every day during the daytime or in the evening for thirty or forty minutes. We should read about
three chapters of the Old Testament a day. In this way we can read from both the Old and New Testaments
every day, and in one year we will read through the whole Bible. When we read from either the Old or New
Testament, it is best to read from the first book to the last, chapter by chapter. It is best if we read it
according to the number of chapters and sections laid out in the book Once a Year through the Bible
published by the Gospel Book Room (see The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, vol. 2, ch. 10).
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3. We should pay attention to and remember the main points of every chapter. We should receive
inspiration and turn this inspiration into prayer as soon as we sense it. We should remember and memorize
the important phrases in the Bible.
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For example, when we read Matthew 1, we should see that the first section is on the genealogy of Christ, and
the second section is on the birth of Christ. We should remember these two points. Then we may have a
feeling about verse 21: “You shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins.” We
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can immediately turn this inspiration into prayer, asking the Lord to save us from our sins, according to the
meaning of His name. We also can ask the Lord to save a brother or sister from their sin, according to the
meaning of His name. Finally, if we have a sense of the preciousness of the Lord’s names in verses 21 and 23,
we should memorize these two verses.
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4. We should not seek deep explanations.
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We can be easily distracted when we read the Bible if we are seeking deep explanations. We should try to
understand what we read, but we do not need to seek deep explanations. Such explanations distract and
hinder us from understanding. We should guard against this. We need a certain level of spiritual life to
understand the Bible because our understanding is proportional to our level of spiritual life. Given the present
stage of our spiritual life, some parts of the Bible will not be understandable. However, as our spiritual life
grows, we will spontaneously understand more of the Bible. Thus, when we read the Bible, we will have some
understanding, but we should not feel the necessity to understand everything that we read at any given
moment. We should not seek explanations that are beyond our spiritual comprehension. Instead, we should
realize that we may understand a portion the next time we read the Bible.

B FLEE, = 4

Reference: Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures, Vol. 3, Ch. 31 Reading the Bible



