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1. The Functions of the Bible.
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1. “Testify concerning Me” (John 5:39, see also v. 46; Luke 24:27, 44, 46).
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The first function of the Bible is to testify concerning the Lord Jesus. The Lord Jesus is the subject and content
of the Bible, and the Bible is the explanation and expression of the Lord Jesus. The Lord Jesus is the living
Word of God, whereas the Bible is the written Word of God. If the written Word, the Bible, did not have the
living Word, the Lord Jesus, as its reality, it would be nothing but empty doctrines and letters. If the living
Word, the Lord Jesus, did not have the written Word, the Bible, as His expression, He would be abstract and
vague and difficult to know and touch. Thankfully, we have the distinct and definite explanation of the Bible
with its clear revelation so that we can know and understand the Lord Jesus. The books of the New Testament
reveal the Lord Jesus, and even the books of the Old Testament, including the law of Moses, the books of
prophecies, and the psalms and poetry, reveal the Lord Jesus. The Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms are the
three general sections that comprise the Old Testament (Luke 24:44). If we want to know the Lord Jesus, we
must read and understand the Bible.
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2. “Make you wise unto salvation” (2 Tim. 3:15).
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On the one hand, the Bible serves the Lord Jesus by testifying concerning Him, and on the other hand, it
serves us by causing us to be saved and built up. The first function of the Bible in relation to us is to make us

wise unto salvation. It reveals God’s way of salvation in Christ and our pathway to salvation through faith so
that we may know and understand God’s salvation.
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3. “Regenerated” (1 Pet. 1:23; see also James 1:18).
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The Bible causes us to be regenerated. The Bible is the word of the eternally living God, and it contains God’s

eternal life. When we receive the word of the Bible through faith, the word is planted like a seed of life in us.
The Bible functions to sow the life of God into us, imparting God’s life into us and regenerating us.
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4. “For teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).
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After being regenerated by the word of God, the Bible teaches, convicts, corrects, and instructs us in
righteousness so that we may be complete before God as regenerated men of God.

(ﬂ) ‘ﬂﬁl], "'ﬂi"'ﬂm, "'?ﬁ, "'%%o ? ?g‘f‘ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁo

5. “For our instruction, in order that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures
we might have hope” (Rom. 15:4).
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The teachings of the Bible enable us to endure and provide us with encouragement and hope. Many believers
are unable to endure when they encounter difficulties or sickness. They become discouraged and lose hope.
However, simply reading a section or even a sentence of the Bible often provides us with the inward strength
to endure and supplies encouragement and hope that is beyond our expectations. When we encounter
difficulties, we are helped and established by the Bible.
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6. “An example...written for our admonition” (1 Cor. 10:11). [546]
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Many things are recorded in the Bible as examples for our admonition. When we read the Bible, we can be
warned by the experiences of some who went before us, and we can be careful not to follow their example.
This is another help that believers find in the Bible.
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7. “A lamp shining in a dark place” (2 Pet. 1:19).
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Often the Bible is like a lamp shining in a dark place. We are in a dark night because the age in which we live is
dark (Rom. 13:12). In this darkness the Bible is like a shining lamp. It causes us to know our situation so that
we do not become lost and confused. If we want to be enlightened and knowledgeable in this dark age, we
must understand the Bible and keep the word of the Bible in our hearts so that it can shine and enlighten us.
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8. “A lamp to my feet / And a light to my path” (Psa. 119:105; see also Prov. 6:23).
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People walking in the dark need a lamp to shine on the path of their feet. The Bible functions in this capacity.
As we walk in this dark age, we truly need a heavenly lamp to shine on our every step so that we do not leave
our path and fall into a deep pit. The Bible is a heavenly lamp. If we read the Bible and keep the word of the

Bible in our heart, it will become a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. It will shine continually on our
footsteps according to our need.
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9. “Gives light, / Imparting understanding to the simple” (Psa. 119:130).
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The light from the Bible not only shines upon our feet and path; it also imparts understanding to the simple.
Many who are simple by nature have gained understanding through reading the Bible. Furthermore, anyone
who wants to understand spiritual matters must understand the Bible and be enlightened by the Bible.
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10. “Keep his way pure” (Psa. 119:9).
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In addition to containing the power to enlighten, the word in the Bible has the power to cleanse.
Enlightenment is in contrast to darkness, and purification is in contrast to filthiness. The age in which we live is
filthy and dark. The word of the Bible causes all darkness to vanish when it shines on our feet. It cleanses our
actions by removing everything that is filthy and impure. This is especially important to young people. If we
read the Bible frequently, we will not only be enlightened but also kept pure. Every time we approach the
Bible, its word will pass through us and enlighten and cleanse us. The word of the Bible will cleanse us, even if
we cannot always remember what we have read. This is like a bamboo basket being dipped in water; it will be
cleansed even though the water leaks away. If we want to be pure, we must read the Bible frequently.
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