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Reading the Bible (111)
N EZHTIA (82
Il. The Functions of the Bible (continued)
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11. “That | might not sin against You” (Psa. 119:11).
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The Bible also prevents us from sinning against God. We were born in sin, have grown up in sin, and easily sin

against God. If we store the words of the Bible in our heart, they will constantly remind and warn us so that
we do not sin against God.
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12. “The sword of the Spirit” (Eph. 6:17).
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The word in the Bible is the sword of the Spirit. We can apply it by the Holy Spirit to deal with Satan and his
messengers. Through the word of the Bible, we can defeat the devil, the enemy, who tempts and attacks us.
When the Lord Jesus was in the wilderness, He defeated the tempter, the devil, through the word of the Old
Testament. Therefore, in order to fight and defeat Satan and the evil spirits, we must read the Bible. We must
be familiar with the Bible and be able to use it to deal with spiritual enemies at any time and in any place.
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13. “Sharper than any two-edged sword” (Heb. 4:12).
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The word of the Bible is as sharp as a sword. It can deal with our spiritual enemies, but it can also divide our
soul from our spirit and discern the thoughts and intentions of our heart. It divides what is of the soul and
what is of the spirit. It also enables us to discern the thoughts and intentions that come from ourselves and
those that come from God. The word exposes our entire inward condition before God. Nothing can be hidden
in us, and everything is made manifest through the word.
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For example, a brother who preaches the gospel and casts out demons according to his natural zeal can be
touched when reading Matthew 7:21-22, which says, “Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter
into the kingdom of the heavens, but he who does the will of My Father who is in the heavens. Many will say
to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, was it not in Your name that we prophesied, and in Your name cast out demons,
and in Your name did many works of power?” As he is reading, the word will pierce him and cause him to see
that his preaching of the gospel and his casting out of demons are according to soulish zeal, rather than God’s
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revelation in his spirit. This exposes his zealousness as being from himself, according to the power of his soul,
rather than from the will of God, according to the power of the Spirit. In this way the word of the Bible
enables him to discern that the source of his gospel preaching and casting out of demons is his soul rather
than his spirit. Consequently, in the matters of preaching the gospel and casting out demons, the word
separates his soul from his spirit, causing him to reject his soul in these matters and to rely on his spirit.
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A sister who plans to marry an unbeliever may be touched when she reads 2 Corinthians 6:14, which says, “Do
not become dissimilarly yoked with unbelievers.” This word can pierce her heart and cause her to see that her
desire to marry an unbeliever is according to her own will, not God’s will. Thus, the word enables her to
discern that she is following her will and minding the preferences of her flesh rather than God’s will and
heart’s desire in the matter of marriage. When the will in her soul is divided from God’s will in her spirit, she
will be saved from the desires of her flesh in this important matter. Rather than following her flesh and the
desires of her heart, she will obey the peerless will of God. Then she will please God and be preserved by God.
The word of the Bible is always living and operative in our circumstances. It is sharper than any two-edged
sword. There is no amount of mixture within us that cannot be divided and discerned by the word of the Bible.
The word will always expose our real condition, bringing our situation into the shining of the light from His
face. This will empower us to live in our spirit, forsaking our self and the thoughts of the self in order to live in
God and in His will.
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14. “I ate” (Jer. 15:16; see also Matt. 4:4; Job 23:12; Heb. 5:14).
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The Bible is food for our spiritual life. Just as our physical life needs nourishment, our spiritual life needs
nourishment. The word is the only thing that can supply nourishment to our spiritual life. If we want to be
strong and living before God, we cannot live on bread alone; we need the word that proceeds out of the
mouth of God, which is the word of the Bible. We must eat the word of the Bible like food and even esteem
the Bible more highly than food. We need to eat the word in order for our spiritual life to grow. We also must
exercise to understand the more difficult portions in the Bible in order to be full-grown men, who are able to
eat solid food. Without this eating and exercise, we will not become strong in our spiritual life.
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15. “Milk of the word” (1 Pet. 2:2; see also 1 Cor. 3:1-2; Heb. 5:12-14).
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The Bible is not only solid food but also milk for our spiritual life. Solid food is for adults; milk is for infants.
When our spiritual life is mature and we have an understanding of spiritual matters, we can extract the
nourishment of solid food from the Bible, strengthening our spiritual life. When our spiritual life is immature
and we lack an adequate understanding of spiritual matters, there are portions of the word of the Bible that
are like milk, which can nourish us and cause our spiritual life to grow. Therefore, newly regenerated believers
must love the word of the Bible and “as newborn babes, long for the guileless milk of the word.” If they do not,
they will remain babes in Christ and their spiritual life will not grow.
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