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Reading the Bible (IV)
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Il. The Functions of the Bible (continued)
(F7%) “‘BkiF. ’ UBFIAE-+AZE=+ET, a8+HE=
16. “Washing”; “Clean” (Eph. 5:26; John 15:3).
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The word of the Bible washes our outward actions and removes our outward defilement. It also washes us
inwardly and frees us from the weaknesses of the old creation. Ephesians 5:26 refers to this kind of washing.
The Lord uses the water of life within us to wash us through the word of the Bible, eliminating the spots and
wrinkles of the old creation. Spots and wrinkles are not related to the defilement that we acquire from our
outward actions but to the weaknesses of the life of the old creation within us. The Lord uses the word in
coordination with His life in us to wash away our spots and wrinkles. The Holy Spirit in coordination with the
Lord’s life in us frequently enlivens us with a word or sentence in the Bible in order to remove things of the
old creation so that we can grow in the new creation. This washing is a function of the word of the Bible.
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Ephesians 5 is not the only portion of the Bible that speaks of this function. John 15:3 says, “You are already
clean because of the word which | have spoken to you.” This portion, which is related to being branches
abiding in the Lord as the vine, shows that the Lord’s word, the word of the Bible, cleanses us so that we can
bear much fruit. This cleansing does not refer merely to an outward washing of the branches but to the
removal of everything old so that the branches can be renewed. Therefore, this washing does not involve our
outward actions but our inward life. Inwardly, we must be cleansed of everything related to the old creation
in order to grow in the new creation. The word of the Bible manifests this washing power and function in us.
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17. “Like fire...and like a hammer” (Jer. 23:29; see also 5:14).
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The word of the Bible is powerful; it is like a burning fire and a smashing hammer. The word of the Bible can
burn hearts that are ice cold toward God and can completely burn away the things of man, which are contrary
to God'’s holy nature. It can smash hearts that are hard toward God and subdue every thought that is against
God. For thousands of years countless hearts that were cold toward God have been burned by the word of the
Bible, and countless hearts that were hard toward God have been smashed by the word of the Bible.
Throughout the ages many things that are contrary to God’s holy nature have been burned by the word of the
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Bible, and many thoughts that were against God have been subdued by the word of the Bible. The word of the
Bible truly has the power to deal with a person’s cold and hard heart.
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18. “Like the rain...like the dew...and like abundant showers” (Deut. 32:2).
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The word of the Bible is like rain, dew, and abundant showers. It waters and refreshes us. Rain is a general
watering, dew is a gentle refreshing, and showers are a special watering. The word of the Bible manifests
these functions, especially in relation to us as God’s farm (1 Cor. 3:9), the harvest that God cultivates (Mark
4:20; 1 Cor. 3:6). The word of the Bible is like rain, dew, and showers. It waters and refreshes us so that we
can grow and bear fruit.
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19. “As the rain...and the snow...so will My word be” (Isa. 55:10-11).
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The word of the Bible is not only like rain, but it also refreshes like snow. Rain comes in the spring, summer,
and fall, but snow comes in the winter. The refreshing of rain is quick and brief, but the refreshing of snow is
slow and lasting. These comparisons remind us that the word of the Bible can refresh us in every season of
our condition. Sometimes we need a quick, short refreshing, like rain. At other times we need a slower, longer
refreshing, like snow. Whether the refreshing is like rain or snow, the word causes us to grow and bear fruit,
and it will accomplish God’s delight upon us (v. 11).
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20. “A mirror” (James 1:23).
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The word of the Bible is like a mirror; it reflects our true appearance and condition. By reading the Bible, we
see our real countenance and know our true condition. It is difficult to find a person who has not seen himself
when he comes to the word in the Bible.
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21. “Restoring the soul... / Making the simple wise... / Making the heart joyous... / Enlightening the eyes”
(Psa. 19:7-8).
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The Bible functions in a sweet way to restore and refresh our soul, to make us wise, to make our heart joyous,
and to enlighten our eyes. The word manifests these functions when we read the Bible. Our soul may be
depressed, but a word in the Bible will restore and refresh us. We may be simple, that is, foolish, but a word
from the Bible will make us wise. We may be troubled in our heart, but a word in the Bible will make us joyous;
and we may be blind, but a word from the Bible will enlighten our eyes.
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22. “Are spirit and are life” (John 6:63).
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The Lord’s words, the word of the Bible, are spirit and life. God is Spirit; He is the source of life. The word of
the Bible comes out of God, so it comes out of the Spirit and out of life. Since the source of the word is Spirit
and life, it is spirit and life. The word of the Bible enables us to have Spirit and life; it causes us to receive life
from the Spirit and to live according to the Spirit.
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23. “My words...are life to those who find them, / And healing to all their flesh” (Prov. 4:20-22; see also
16:24).
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The word of the Bible can spiritually nourish us and also heal our flesh. Because the word of the Bible can
restore our soul and make our heart joyous, it can heal our body. Our soul is refreshed, our heart is made

joyous, and our body is healed because of the word of the Bible. There is a saying, “When the heart is happy,
the body grows fat.” Since the word of the Bible makes our heart happy, it can also make our bodies healthy.
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24. “Counselors” (Psa. 119:24).
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This verse says that the word of the Bible is our counselor. This is true. Often the word of the Bible is far
better than the ideas or suggestions of any counselor, strategist, or consultant. We should consider all things

with the Bible, the best counselor, and consult it in order to give the Lord an opportunity to give us His
counsel and thoughts.
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25. “Likened to...the rock” (Matt. 7:24-25).
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The word of the Bible is like a rock. It is reliable and firm. If our life and work are based on the Bible, they will
be like a solid and reliable house built on a rock. The word of the Bible is the solid foundation of our life and
work. This is another function of the Bible.
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