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Reading the Bible (VI)
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IV. The Relationship between the Believers and the Bible
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1. “l love Your law! / ...it is my musing” (Psa. 119:97, see also v. 20; 1:2).
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We should love the Bible like the psalmists who desired it until their heart was crushed with longing. We
should muse on the word of the Bible like the psalmists, who thought about it all day long. They mused upon
the word day and night. If we want to know and understand the Bible, we must love the word and muse upon
it.
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2. “l have treasured the words of His mouth more than my apportioned food” (Job 23:12; see also Psa.
119:6, 117).
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We should treasure and regard the word of the Bible more than our apportioned food. Some brothers and
sisters say that they are too busy to read the Bible. But no matter how busy we are, we still have time to eat
three meals every day. If we treasured the Bible more than food, we would not say that we do not have time
to read the Bible. If we have time to eat, we have time to read the Bible. We even should have more time to
read the Bible because the Bible is more important to us than food. Someone once said, “No breakfast before

reading the Bible.” We should not eat if we have not read the Bible. We should treasure the Bible more than
food.
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3. “Incline my heart” (Psa. 119:36, see also v. 112).
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We must incline our heart toward the Bible. If we only use our eyes to read the Bible, but our heart is not
inclined to it in our reading, it will be difficult to understand the Bible. Many brothers and sisters read the
Bible without an inclined heart; rather, their hearts are inclined toward their schoolbooks, toward the
activities of their day, toward their business or finances, or toward their housework and family. Therefore, we
should pray that the Lord would empty our heart so that it would be inclined toward His word in the Bible.
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4. “Learn” (Psa. 119:73, 71).
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Merely inclining our heart toward the Bible is not enough; we must also learn. If we only incline, we cannot
understand; we must learn in order to comprehend. Learning requires diligence. We should not merely have
“book learning”; we also need to learn from events and from our living. We should not use our thoughts
merely; we must use events and our living. Sometimes we must also suffer before we can learn a portion of
the Bible. Therefore, the psalmist says, “It is good for me that | have been afflicted, / That | might learn Your
statutes [the Word of God]” (v. 71). If we want to learn to know the Bible, we also need understanding, or the
ability to understand. This is something that only God who created us can give. Thus, we must ask Him to give
us understanding so that we would have the adequate ability to comprehend in order to learn to know His
mysterious Word, this marvelous Bible.
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5. “From a babe you have known the sacred writings” (2 Tim. 3:15).
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We need the Bible for our whole life. Therefore, we should know the Bible from a babe. The earlier we know
the Bible, the better. From the time we are a babe, we should receive enlightenment, teaching, and salvation
from the Bible. Furthermore, the teachings and truths of the Bible are numerous, deep, and mysterious. We
need an entire lifetime to learn to know them. Children and young people especially need to spend time
learning to know the Bible when their intellect and memory are adequate and strong. Many passages in the
Bible should be memorized, and many truths should be learned and remembered. In contrast to most elderly
people, this is something that can easily be done by children and young people. If we want to understand the
Bible, we must begin to learn from the time we are a babe.
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6. “Seek from the book of Jehovah and read” (Isa. 34:16; see also John 5:39; Acts 17:11).

XahHINEL, AERE, UWFERNEE T &%, SWEFIE, RHHPWB0ImEE.
B R, BOE LR EONMAEE SR, B RLHN, BEAERR, ERRAN, HAEMK.
XFEZ, HAZEE, WIZEE; A HEE, mEHAEER.

There are many teachings in the Bible that are deep and mysterious. We need to seek them out and read
them. To seek is to search and prove the teachings and truths in the Bible. To read is to read the Bible out
loud, touching the flavor of the teachings and truths in the Bible. Seeking emphasizes quiet consideration;

reading emphasizes a vocal tasting. We should seek and read the Bible. We should quietly seek and prove, and
then we should audibly read to taste.
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7. “Reads...hear...keep” (Rev. 1:3; see also Acts 8:28, 32).
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We must read, hear, and keep the word of the Bible. To read is to read by ourselves. To hear is to listen to
others read or speak. Whether we read the word by ourselves or hear it indirectly from others, we need to
keep it. If we do not keep the word, the Bible will not benefit us.
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8. “Then He opened their mind to understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:45).
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We need a mind that has been opened in order to be able to understand the truths contained in the Bible.
The truths in the Bible are mysterious and deep. Our natural intellect cannot understand them. The Lord must
open our heart so that we can understand. Thus, we should ask the Lord to open our mind and give us an
understanding that transcends our natural intellect in order to understand the Bible.

Ju “E5. ’ Am_FE_+7, RENTT.
9. “Believed” (John 2:22; 5:46).
FAT XA WM E G, BEAKMIS 2 G, MmO BEANIERZ . ZLEERMNS BRI E, A

REM AT B Az kb, ERAUEEIEATOE, HEEZBIEATOE, Ao BRATH AL, 113
3 A BN AN B

We must believe the Bible. To believe is to confess and receive in our heart after our mind has understood. If
we only understand the word of the Bible in our mind, it will be of no benefit to us. We must believe in our
heart and use our believing to receive the word into our heart in order for the word to benefit us. Then it will
give us the supply and help of life.
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