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Reading the Bible (VII)
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IV. The Relationship between the Believers and the Bible (continued)
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10. “Hear” (Luke 16:29, 31).
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We must hear and follow the Bible. We must understand and comprehend the Bible, believe and receive the
Bible, and hear and obey the Bible. We should hear and obey all that the Bible says, no matter what or how it
is said. In order to do this, we must reject our self, eliminate our prejudices, and submit to the Lord. Only

those who submit to the Lord can hear and obey the word of the Bible. May the Lord have mercy on us and
give us a submissive heart!
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11. “Trust” (Psa. 119:42).
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We must trust in the word of the Bible. If we believe, receive, hear, and obey the word of the Bible, we also
should trust in it. To trust in the Bible means that we commit ourselves to the Bible, which we have believed
and heard. Many bear burdens, experience difficulties, overcome temptations, and deal with problems by
trusting in the word of the Bible. They rely on the word of the Bible their entire life. The word of the Bible is

able to bear our responsibilities. It has the capacity to lead us throughout our entire life. May we trust in the
word of the Bible!

+= ‘WM&, HFE—EHE-TAE—E—TH%W, —AN+E.
12. “Hope” (Psa. 119:114, see also v. 147).
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If we want to gain the word of the Bible, we must not only seek, prove, and study but also hope. Seeking,
proving, and studying are related to the mind, and they require time and energy to search the Word of God.

Hoping is related to the heart, and it involves waiting for God to give us His word. This requires that we live
before God and fellowship with Him.
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13. “Ate” (Jer. 15:16).
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Once we gain the word of the Bible, we should eat it, receive it into us, so that we can digest it inwardly in

order to supply our spiritual life. This refers to our using our spirit to receive the word of the Bible into our
spirit instead of using our mind to receive the word into our mind.
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14. “In my heart | have treasured up Your word” (Psa. 119:11, see also v. 98).
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We should treasure up the word of the Bible in our heart so that we can apply it at any time or place. Our
heart should store up the word of the Bible to prepare us for unexpected needs. We should diligently store up
the word of the Bible in our heart instead of looking for an applicable word in the Bible only when we
encounter problems or difficulties. Going to the Bible at such times is only a second-rate solution. The best
solution is to treasure up the word of the Bible in our heart so that when we encounter a specific need, we
will be able to apply the word immediately. The Bible should be not only in our hands but in our heart. When
we have the word of the Bible in our heart, we can apply it to any situation, even if we do not have the Bible
in our hands. This is proper.

(+3) ‘ASHENER, ~FFEENFELE. W KIB_E+.
15. “Dwell in you richly in all wisdom” (Col. 3:16).
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We should not only treasure up the word of the Bible in our heart but also let it dwell in us richly. To do this,
we need all wisdom and all ways to store the word of the Bible in our hearts richly. Our hearts should be rich
storehouses of the Bible. Regrettably, many believers are too poor in this matter. Their hearts are storehouses
of worldly knowledge and many things, but they have not stored up the word of God. Therefore, they are
spiritually poor and have difficulty knowing the will of God when they encounter problems. In order for them
to have a turn in spiritual matters, they must learn to let the word of the Bible dwell in them richly.
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16. “1 will take delight... / | will not forget Your word” (Psa. 119:16).
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We must take delight in the word of the Bible and not forget it. We must use the word of the Bible to make
ourselves happy, and we should remember the word of the Bible forever. The word of the Bible can make us

happy, but we must be in it and touch its sweetness in order to be happy. If we take delight in the word of the
Bible, we will always remember and never forget it.
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17. “Not forsaken” (Psa. 119:87, see also vv. 102, 157).
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We should never forsake the word of the Bible. We should not forsake the Bible no matter what problems we

encounter, even persecution or death. It would be even worse if we forsook the Bible because of evil
temptations. We should always bear responsibility for not forsaking the word of the Bible.
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18. “Trembles at” (Isa. 66:2; see also Ezra 9:4).
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We should tremble at the word of the Bible. Our heart should not be so hard that we would have no feeling
when we touch the Bible. We should humble our heart and repent. When we touch the word of the Bible, we
should be in fear and trembling. This requires us to humble ourselves before God.
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