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V. A Few Important Matters Requiring Our Prayer
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1. “Clear me of my secret faults. / Also keep back Your servant from presumptuous sins... / May the words
of my mouth and the meditation of my heart / Be acceptable before You” (Psa. 19:12-14).
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We should pray for our condition before God and for our spiritual life. We should ask God to forgive us of our
sins, especially our secret faults that have not even been exposed to us. We should ask God to keep us from
sins, especially presumptuous sins. We should ask God to let the words of our mouth and the meditation of

our heart be acceptable before Him. We should pray this kind of prayer daily. Newly saved brothers and
sisters should especially pray this way every day.
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2. “Search me, O God, and know my heart; / Try me, and know my anxious thoughts; / And see if there is
some harmful way in me, / And lead me on the eternal way” (Psa. 139:23-24).
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We should frequently pray for God to search us, to know our heart, and to try us and know our anxious

thoughts. We should ask Him to see what evil is within us, what idolatrous way is there, and to lead us in the
eternal way (in verse 24 the phrase harmful way can also be translated “idolatrous way”).
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3. “The Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the endurance of Christ” (2 Thes. 3:5).
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We should ask the Lord to direct our hearts into the love of God and into the endurance of Christ so that we
would have the love of God and the endurance of Christ.
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4. “Give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him” (Luke 11:13).
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We should particularly ask God to give us the Holy Spirit. Although we have already received the Holy Spirit,
we should ask God to give us more of the Holy Spirit so that we can experience the Spirit more.
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5. “That...the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him,
the eyes of your heart having been enlightened, that you may know” (Eph. 1:17-18).
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This is a very spiritual prayer that we should pray. We should ask God to give us a spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the full knowledge of Him and to enlighten the eyes of our heart that we may know the hope of
His calling, the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who
believe.
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6. “That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through
His Spirit into the inner man, that Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being
rooted and grounded in love, may be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and
length and height and depth are and to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be
filled unto all the fullness of God” (Eph. 3:16-19).
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This is a very spiritual prayer that we should pray. We should ask God to grant us, according to the riches of
His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man, that Christ may make His
home in our hearts through faith, that we may be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints the breadth
and length and height and depth, having tasted His love and being rooted and grounded in love, and that we
may know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ in order to be filled unto all the fullness of God.
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7. “That you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding...by
the full knowledge of God, being empowered with all power, according to the might of His glory” (Col. 1:9-
11).
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We need spiritual wisdom and understanding to know the will of God so that we can walk worthily of the Lord
to please Him in all things, bearing fruit in every good work and growing by the full knowledge of God, being

empowered with all power according to the might of His glory unto all endurance and long-suffering with joy.
We should thoroughly pray for this and ask God to give us this experience.
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8. “That you may stand mature and fully assured in all the will of God” (Col. 4:12).
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Understanding and keeping the will of God are the most important matters for a Christian. Therefore, we
must pray that God would enable us to stand mature and fully assured in all His will.
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9. “Perfect you in every good work for the doing of His will, doing in us that which is well pleasing in His
sight through Jesus Christ” (Heb. 13:21).
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God causes us to do His will through Jesus Christ by doing in us that which is well pleasing in His sight. We
should pay attention to this matter, pursue it, and even more, pray for it.
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The previously quoted verses relate to our condition before God and to our spiritual life. We must pay
attention to these matters in our prayer. These are the prayers that we should pray related to ourselves.

However, we also need to pray for the kingdom of God and His work, for the church and the saints, for all men,
and for Israel, and so forth. These matters are considered in the following verses.
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