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I. The Importance of Prayer (continued)
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3. “Everyone who asks receives”; “You do not have because you do not ask” (Matt. 7:8; James 4:2).
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These verses speak of a principle: He who asks receives, and he who does not ask does not receive. This shows

the importance of prayer. Prayer is necessary for us to receive God’s grace and blessing. If we want something
from God, we must ask God; we must pray.
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4. “In everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God” (Phil.
4:6).
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In both large and small matters, we should let our requests be made known to God by prayer and petition.
This implies that we must pray and petition concerning everything and for everything. We should fellowship
with God, touch God, and seek His will concerning everything. We should touch God and His will in everything.
Therefore, prayer is necessary in everything.
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5. “Come forward with boldness to the throne of grace that we may receive mercy and find grace for timely
help” (Heb. 4:16).
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As children of God living on earth today, we need God’s mercy and grace for timely help. We must come to
the throne of grace frequently through prayer to obtain this grace and mercy. Timely help is help that arrives
when it is needed. If we want to receive timely help from God, we must come to the throne of grace and
contact God frequently. We can receive God’s mercy and grace for timely help by frequently touching His
throne and contacting Him in our spirit. Praying at all times is important for receiving grace and mercy.
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6. “Praying, and | saw in a trance a vision” (Acts 11:5).
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As we pray, we see visions. When Peter was praying in the city of Joppa, he saw a vision and knew that God
wanted him to go and preach the gospel to the Gentiles. Today we often see spiritual visions and receive
revelation while praying. It is difficult for people who do not pray much to see visions and receive revelations.
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Visions and revelations are of God. Therefore, if we continually contact God, it will be easy to receive visions
and revelations. Prayer has a special function in the matter of receiving visions and revelations.
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7. “Call unto Me, and | will answer you and tell you great and hidden things” (Jer. 33:3).
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When we call unto the Lord—when we pray—we not only receive an answer, but He also tells us great and
hidden things. We can be directed by the Lord concerning a great and difficult matter, one that is not easy to
understand, if there is sufficient prayer. When we have problems, we must pray to receive the Lord’s direction.
When we pray, the Lord will direct us.
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8. “Be watchful at every time, beseeching that you would prevail to escape all these things which are about
to happen and stand before the Son of Man” (Luke 21:36).
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Prevailing to escape the things which are about to happen and to stand before the Son of Man refers to
escaping the coming tribulation and being raptured to the Lord. According to the Lord’s word, great
tribulation will come upon the people of the whole earth at the end of the age. If we are watchful and
beseeching at every time, we will be positioned to escape the coming tribulation on the earth and be raptured
to be with the Lord. Watching and praying are very much related to our future; therefore, we should realize
the importance of prayer and pay attention to it.
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9. “Beware, be alert; for you do not know when the time is” (Mark 13:33).
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Praying is important in our watching and waiting for the Lord to return. In the Bible the Lord clearly tells us
that He will return, and He solemnly commands us to watch and wait for His coming. No one knows the day
and the hour, so we must be watchful to wait for His coming. Prayer causes us to be watchful. Only a praying
person can be watchful and wait for the Lord. If we want to be watchful and wait for the Lord, we should not
be short of prayer.
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10. “The end of all things has drawn near. Therefore be sober-minded and be sober unto prayers” (1 Pet.
4:7).
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This verse tells us that the end of all things is near, so we must be sober unto prayers. The world and the
things of the world that people rely on will pass away. They will all come to an end. Since the end of all things



XBEE Vol. 3, Ch. 32, No. 2
Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures March 9, 2025

is near, we must be sober unto prayers in order not to be entangled and bewitched by the world and the
things of the world that are passing away. Without prayer, we will not be able to come to the Lord, hope in
the Lord, or wait for the Lord. Brothers and sisters, the end of all things is even closer; therefore, we should be
more sober unto prayers. We must realize that as the end of the world and the things in the world draw
nearer, they will entangle and bewitch people even more. Do we not see the influence of the world and the
things in the world upon people today? People in the world are entangled and bewitched as never before. We
can overcome this condition only by being sober unto prayers. Being sober unto prayers is especially
important given the entangling and bewitching influence of the world and the things in the world.
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