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IV. Barriers to Prayer Being Answered (continued)
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G. Doubts
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1. “He who doubts...must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord” (James 1:6-7).
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A principle for prayers being answered is faith. Faith honors and glorifies God; doubts despise and humiliate
God, making it impossible for Him to answer our prayers. Even when we ask for something from man, we
must have faith. If we ask for something with doubt, a person will not want to do anything for us. This is the

case even more when we pray to God. Doubting causes prayers to be unheard and unanswered. It prevents us
from obtaining anything from God.
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H. Problems between Husband and Wife
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1. “In like manner, wives, be subject to your own husbands...Husbands, in like manner dwell together with
them according to knowledge...that your prayers may not be hindered” (1 Pet. 3:1, 7).
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Wives must be subject to their own husbands. Husbands must dwell together with their wives according to
knowledge. This is according to God’s ordination, and it pleases Him. If a husband and a wife do not live in this

way, if there is a problem or separation, their prayer will be hindered. Any friction, quarrel, or discord
between husband and wife makes it difficult for prayers to be heard and answered by God.
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l. Stinginess
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1. “Whoever closes his ear to the cry of the poor man / Also will cry and will not be heard” (Prov. 21:13; see
also 1 John 3:17, 22).
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Stinginess also causes prayers to not be heard or answered by God. If we do not listen to the cry of others,
God will not listen to our cry. If we have the economic means to care for a brother’s lack but close our heart of
mercy, how can God hear our prayers and cries? If we do not keep His commandment to love and care for the
brothers, if we do not practice what pleases Him, how can He answer our prayers and cries to Him? Therefore,
we must deal with our stingy heart according to God’s pleasure so that our prayers can be heard and
answered by God.
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J. Not Listening to the Word of God
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1. “He who turns away his ear from hearing the law, / Even his prayer is an abomination” (Prov. 28:9).
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If we do not listen to the word of God’s command, or if we hate the word of God’s command, He will not hear

our prayer to Him. Our prayer will be an abomination to Him. Not listening to God’s word prevents our
prayers from being heard and answered by God.
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2. “As He called and they would not hear, so they called and | would not hear” (Zech. 7:13).
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If we do not listen when God speaks to us, God will not listen when we speak to Him. Not listening to God'’s
word prevents our prayers from being heard by God.

+— AMTHEGS

K. Not Keeping God’s Commandments
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1. “Whatever we ask we receive from Him because we keep His commandments and do the things that are
pleasing in His sight” (1 John 3:22).
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When we keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight, we receive what we ask
from Him. If we do not keep His commandments or do the things that are pleasing in His sight, we will not
receive what we ask from Him. If we are not willing to keep God’s commandments, God will not be willing to
answer our prayer. If we are not willing to do what is pleasing in His sight, God will not be willing to

accomplish the things that we ask. Not keeping God’s commandments or not doing the things that are
pleasing in His sight prevents our prayers from being answered by God.
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L. Pride
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1. “There they cry, but He does not answer, / Because of the pride of evil men” (Job 35:12).
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God hates pride; pride prevents God from answering our prayer.
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2. “God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6).
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God’s grace is given to the humble. The proud cannot receive God’s grace; they only encounter God’s
resistance. Therefore, when the proud pray, they should not expect to receive God’s answer. Pride hinders us
from receiving an answer to our prayers.
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M. Coldness
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1. “He struck the ground three times then stopped. And the man of God became angry with him and said,
You should have struck it five or six times” (2 Kings 13:18-19).
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A cold heart, rather than a burning heart, can prevent our prayer from receiving an answer. The prophet
Elisha told the king of Israel to strike the ground with some arrows. The king of Israel was not burning enough
concerning this matter, so he struck the ground only three times. Elisha became angry with him and said that
he should have struck the ground five or six times in order to completely defeat his enemy. Since he struck the
ground only three times, he could strike the enemy only three times. Sometimes our prayers do not receive a
complete answer from God because we are not burning enough and do not pray enough. God’s answer
corresponds with our prayer. The extent to which we pray is the extent to which God answers. How much we
pray determines how much God answers. Since coldness causes us to pray less, it also causes us to receive
less of an answer from God.
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