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A Few Matters Concerning the Living of the Believers (1)
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I. Marriage
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A. Marriage Being Ordained by God
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1. “Jehovah God said, It is not good for the man to be alone; | will make him a helper as his counterpart”
(Gen. 2:18).
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When God created man, He saw that it was not good for man to be alone, so He determined to make a helper
for man as his counterpart. This shows that marriage is according to God’s divine and holy ordination.
Marriage was ordained by God when God first created man. Marriage did not come in after the fall of man,
nor is it based on the lusts of man. Marriage was ordained by God for man in creation, and it is a primary
matter in our human living. In our living, only creation is higher than marriage, and all other matters are
headed up by marriage. The origin of man was through creation; the continuation of man is through marriage.
In the beginning God created man, but the continuation and propagation of man is through marriage.
Therefore, marriage is important to God, and He ordains that man marry.
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God ordained man to have a helper as his counterpart because it was not good for the man to be alone. Being
alone is not good for several reasons. It is not good in regard to reaching God’s goal, and even more, it is not
good in regard to man himself. Both physically and emotionally, in human living and human affairs, it is not
good for man to be alone. Therefore, God determined to make a helper as a counterpart for man.
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2. “He who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and said, ‘For this cause shall a
man leave his father and his mother and shall be joined to his wife; and the two shall be one flesh’” (Matt.
19:4-5).
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In the beginning God not only ordained that man have a helper as his counterpart in marriage; He also created
them male and female and ordained that the two should be one flesh. Man has an inward need for marriage,
which comes from God’s creation. God created this need in human nature. The Bible reveals that God’s goal in
the universe is with man. In order for God to accomplish His goal in the universe, He must gain man, and in
order to gain man, He must ensure that the man He created for His purpose continues and propagates
through marriage. Therefore, God not only ordained marriage; He also created a need for marriage within
man.
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God’s creation of man was very special. He created man so that a male and a female would need each other in
order to be a complete person by becoming one flesh. According to the teaching of the Bible, neither a female
nor a male is a complete person. In order to be complete, a male and a female must join together as one. Just
as two halves of a watermelon are needed in order to be a complete watermelon, only a man and a wife are a
complete person from God’s point of view. A brother once invited a couple over for dinner, but the husband
came without his wife. The brother mentioned to his guest that only half of a person came. According to the
Bible and God'’s original ordination, | felt that this word was correct. God wants male and female to become
one flesh; therefore, He wants man to marry. Marriage is God’s original ordination.
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The Scripture quoted by the Lord Jesus in Matthew 19:5 was in response to a question concerning divorce. In
His word the Lord acknowledged God’s original ordination concerning marriage. Furthermore, the Lord
indicated that man should honor God’s original ordination concerning marriage. In the New Testament the
Lord’s consideration of the importance of human marriage matched God’s consideration in creation.
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3. “Let marriage be held in honor among all” (Heb. 13:4).
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This word was spoken by the Holy Spirit in the New Testament through the apostle. It shows that the Holy
Spirit, just as God in creation and the Lord Jesus in the New Testament, considers marriage to be an important
human matter. The apostle said that marriage should be held in honor among all. Another translation of this
word is “let marriage be held in all honor.” No one should despise marriage, and nothing related to marriage
should be despised, because the Holy Spirit says that marriage should be held in all honor among all. This is
the first relationship in human relationships. It comes out of God’s holy ordination. We absolutely must not
consider marriage as being something unholy.
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4. “Teachings of demons...who forbid marriage” (1 Tim. 4:1-3).
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Marriage was ordained by God for man so that man could accomplish His goal. In contrast, the forbidding of
marriage comes from demons. Demons have a desire to destroy the accomplishment of God’s goal, which
depends upon human marriage, so they forbid people to marry. They not only forbid people to marry but also
teach the forbidding of human marriage as a doctrine. People practice this doctrine in Buddhism, Catholicism,
and other religions. Attacks on this divine matter of God’s ordination come from enemies who have an
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intention to destroy God'’s goal by causing people to marry loosely or by forbidding them to marry. We should
be aware that an ideology not to marry comes from demons, God’s enemies.
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5. “If you do marry, you have not sinned; and if the virgin marries, she has not sinned” (1 Cor. 7:28).
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Since marriage is according to God’s ordination and should be honored by man, no one should consider a

proper marriage as sinful. Only a filthy or unstable mind will consider a proper marriage of a man and a
woman as a sinful thing.
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We should not have the thought that those who love God should not marry. This is not God’s thought. If we
follow this thought back to its root, it comes from demons. Without marriage, there would be no propagation,
and without propagation, the human race would end, and there would be no one through whom God could
accomplish His goal in the universe. Therefore, the matter of marriage is not only right but also necessary in
God’s eyes.
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